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THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett) took the Chair at 2.00 pm, and read prayers.

STATEMENT - BY THE SPEAKER
Parliament House Bells Problem - GWN Film Footage of Spring Sitting Opening

THE SPEAKER :I advise members that a minor problem has arisen with the bells in
Parliament House which, although they are ringing in most places, are not accompanied by
the blue lights which are nornally alight at the same time. In particular, the lights are not
coming on in the Legislative Council, so that may be a good place for members to stay away
from at present!
It has been drawn to my attention that Golden West Network Pty Ltd - GWN - will be paying
particular attention to the Parliament from today on and that as the file footage available to
other stations is inappropriate for that station's use its representatives are here today to film
file footage of the Legislative Assembly with particular reference to country members.

CONDOLENCE MOTION
Bickerton, Arthur William

DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Premier) [2.06 pm]: I move -

That the House records its sincere regret at the death of Arthur William Bickerton and
tenders its deep sympathy to his family.

Arthur William Bickerton, former Labor member for the Pilbara and Minister, died On
20 June, 1992 aged 72 years. He was born and educated in Victoria and began his working
life as a mining engineer. After working in the coalmnines in New South Wales he came to
Western Australia where, in 1958, he ran successfully for the seat of East Pilbara.
Not only was Mr Bickerton a successful member much loved and highly regarded by the
people of the region, but also, between 1971 and 1974, he was Minister for Housing,
Fisheries and Fauna, and the North-West. He was well known for writing about his political
experiences and notable among his books is Meet the People, which was specifically about
his political career.
Arthur Bickerton was well known for his good nature, which attracted the friendship of
members of Parliament from both sides of the House. He was a considerable wit. On behalf
of the Government, I record our regret at the death of Arthur Bickerton and extend to the
former member's family our sympathy in their sorrow and loss.
MR COURT (Nedlands. - Leader of the Opposition) [2.07 pm): I support the condolence
motion moved by the Premier relating to Arthur Bickerton, who was a member of this
Parliament from 1958 to 1974. 1 did not know Mr Bickerton, but I read his wife's book
which explained a lot of what took place during his time as a member of Parliament. It was
an interesting era because he represented the north and the Pilbara at a time it changed from
being primarily a pastoral region to a large mining powerhouse. If one reads what happened
during that period one sees the types of stories that pioneering was made of. We offer our
sympathies to Mr Bickerton's family and our thanks for the work he did for this State, and
this Parliament in particular.
MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.08 pmn]: The National Party
joins with the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition in this condolence motion. I was not
privileged to serve in the Parliament with the late Mr Bicker-ton. However, in earlier days
one could be sure of occasionally finding Mr Bickerton visiting the members' bar where he
was always prepared to pass on his experience and knowledge to junior members of this
establishment. I have no doubt that his courteousness and the general manner he exhibited
on those occasions indicated that he was a person with whom anyone could readily strike up
a friendship. I sometimes regret that those days seem to have disappeared from the
Parliament of Western Australia. Mr Bickerton was certainly a person about whom many
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members could relate amusing tales which gave this Parliament some life. In the main
nowadays it tends to be a businesslike operation. I join with the Premier and the Leader of
the Opposition in extending sympathy to the late Mr Bickerton's family.
MR GRAYDEN (South Perth) [2. 10 pm]: I support this motion, and join with the previous
speakers in expressing my condolences to the family of the late Arthur Bickerton. Arthur
Bickerton came into this Parliament in 1958 and left in 1974. He was here for 16 years. In
my opinion. Arthur Bickerton was the epitome of what a member of this House should be.
He had wide experience, commonsense and good intent. Arthur Bickerton left school
relatively early, I think at the age of 15, as did the majority of persons of his era, when high
schools were few and far between and a high school education was the exception rather than
the rule. He went to work on farming properties in Cippsland in Victoria, which is the
richest agricultural section of Victoria, and later joined his father in contracting work.

In 1940, at the age of 21, he joined the Australian Imperial Force, as did many others of his
time. He was appointed to the 2fl Australian Artillery Regiment, and was discharged in
1945 with the rank of captain. Arthur Bickerton then went into open cut coalmnining and
earthmoving in New South Wales. He was a manager of that type of operation, and later had
his own business of open cut mining and earthmoving. Arthur Bickerton came to Western
Australia in 1955 and was appointed the manager of Shaw River Alluvials, which was a
mining operation on the Shaw River west of Marble Bar, and it was there that I first met him.
We had an alluvial tin mining operation about five miles from his plant on the Shaw River.
From to time in operations of that type, the plant would break down and one would have to
cast around for spare parts, etc, and whenever that happened we would go down to his
operation and if he had the plant or could make available the equipment, he would do so. He
was extraordinarily helpful, and we were always happy to reciprocate.

As a consequence of Arthur's good nature and other qualities, he soon gained an excellent
reputation throughout the Pilbara, and it was not long before we read of his endorsement as a
Labor candidate. We were not surprised; we could not think of a more suitable person to be
a candidate. We realised, of course, that he would be a formidable opponent to the Liberal
candidate who was standing for that area. That proved to be the case, and Arthur Bickerton
won the seat convincingly.

Arthur Bickerton was an outstanding raconteur. It would be evident to anyone who cared to
glance through the Hansard reports of the debates in which he participated that he was a
person of tremendous wit. He was a wonderful friend to those who knew him, and he will be
greatly missed by all who knew him. I support the motion.

MR BLAIICIE (Vasse) [2.13 pm]: I support the motion of condolence to the late Arthur
Bickerton, and extend sympathy to his family. I support strongly the comments made by the
member for South Perth. I came into this Parliament in 1971 and had the opportunity of
serving as a member of Parliament for three years while Arthur Bickerton was a member.
Although Arthur Bickerton was a political adversary and represented a philosophical
viewpoint which was different from mine, he had a genuine regard for his fellow members
and demonstrated true friendship. In recent years, that element has been sadly lacking from
this Parliament. One attribute of Arthur Bickerton that I recall was the friendly advice that
he, as a member of the Labor Party but also, more importantly, as a member of Parliament,
gave me. Arthur Bickerton had a ready and quick wit. He was able to make brilliant
inteijections which would throw even the best speakers off their subject. More importantly,
Arthur had regard for the institution of Parliament and for the members, and he never gave
any quarter in respect of the cause that he supported and espoused. I support this motion on
this sad day.
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie - Deputy Premier) [2.15 pm]: I support the motion. I knew
Arthur Bickerton reasonably well. Many of the speakers before me would probably put
Arthur Bickerton into the category of a good bloke, because that is certainly what he was. I
first came across Arthur Bickerton as a young economist in the State Public Service when I
was asked to prepare a report on the cost of living in the Pilbara in the early 1970s. At that
time Arthur Bickerton was the member for Pilbara, and we had quite a bit to do with each
other. One of the things that came through to me then was his great care and concern for his
electorate, and that undoubtedly had a great influence on the way that others also saw Arthur
Bickerton. The next time that I came across Arthur was when he was Chairman of the
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Western Australian Greyhound Racing Control Board. We worked together on a number of
issues associated with greyhound racing, in particular in trying to get a track off the ground
in my electorate of Kalgoorlie, and it was not due to any lack of determination on Arthur's
part that we were not successful. Arthur Bickerton had a great deal of concern for anything
he went into, and chat was evident to me from the work that he did in relation to greyhound
racing in Western Australia.
The last time that I came across Arthur Bickerton was when he telephoned me about six to
eight months ago when he was receiving treatment for cancer. At that time he was very sick,
but it is interesting that he was concerned not so much about his own condition but rather
about some of the research and medical facilities at Royal Perth Hospital that were associated
with the treatment that he was receiving. He wanted in particular to ensure that some of the
specialists who were working with him were able to get better facilities and funding for their
work. Therefore, right until his dying day, Arthur Bickerton continued to show a concemn not
for himself but rather for others who had the same sorts of problems that he was having at
that time. I am sure that all members would agree that Arthur Bickerton was a good bloke
and a worthwhile and much admired member of this Parliament.
MR C.J. BARNETT (Coutesloe - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.18 pm]: I support
the motion of condolence for Arthur Bickerton, and do so from what is perhaps an unusual
perspective. Clearly, I did not know Arthur Bickerton as a member of Parliament, but I was
and still am a good friend of his son Robert. My experience of Arthur Bickerton was as a
schoolboy, playing backyard cricket at his home. I have two vivid recollections of Arthur
Bickerton, which tie in with what has been said this afternoon. My first recollection is that
Arthur Bickerton took up art. Some members opposite may know that he had a beach shack
north of Perth, and he decided that his great contribution would be to paint a seascape. That
became somewhat of an episode in his family for some time, and no one could think of what
to say about it. He used to call me Barney, which I am still trying to live down, and I turned
up one day and he said, 'Barney, what do you think of the painting?", and everyone just
waited. The only thing I could think of was to say, "It is pretty good, but the horizon does
not look level to me." I can assure members that for the next two months, every time I went
around there the horizon adopted different positions from the horizontal to the vertical; I do
not think it was ever put right. .1 guess that said something about the nature of Arthur
Bickerton as I saw him as 14 or 15 year old schoolboy.
I recall also that we used to play backyard cricket for hours on end, and Arthur used to go
through an enormous ceremony of bringing out afternoon drinks. He performed that
ceremony with a certain aplomb that perhaps he acquired in the Parliament - I do not know!
I have very warm memories of Arthur Bickerton. In my experience he was a very genuine
and human person, a very loving father to his children and a loving husband to his late wife,
Maijorie.
Question passed, members standing.

CONDOLENCE MOTION
MacKinnon, Graham Charles

DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Premier) [2.20 pm]: It is also appropriate, though sad,
for me to move -

That the House records its sincere regret at the death of Graham Charles MacKinnon,
and tenders its deep sympathy to his family.

Graham MacKinnon, who died on 27 June aged 76, joined the Liberal Party in 1945 and was
a member of the Bunbury branch from 195 1. From 1965 to 1979 he held various ministerial
posts with distinction. He was Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council from
1977 until 1980 and was a member of the Standing Committee on Government Agencies
from 1985 to 1986.
Prior to his political career Graham MacKinnon enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force in
1940. He served in Malaya and Singapore, was a prisoner of war of the Japanese for three
years, and was discharged in 1946 after rendering this country a very considerable service. I
know many people in this House will have known Graham MacKinnon. I did not have that
pleasure, except vicariously through some reports in the media. I know that his nephew will
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sorely miss him, and we join with the member for Jandakot in extending our sorrow and our
sense of loss to the farmer member's family and friends. I am sure that all members of this
Parliament are well aware of Graham MacKinnon's very considerable contribution to
Western Australia and would want us to recognise the loss we have suffered.
MR COURT (Nedlands - Leader of the Opposition) [2.22 pm]: I support the motion of
condolence for the late Hon Graham MacKinnon. Graham MacKinnon was a member of
Parliament with whom I had the opportunity to work and I knew well before I came to this
Parliament of the great contribution that he had made as a Minister in the Parliament.
Graham MacKinnon served this country well during his military service in World War 11,
when unfortunately he was a prisoner of war, and he served the country well as a small
business person and for many years as a politician. He had considerable experience, and as
new members came into the Parliament he would often spend some time teaching them
things they would need to know. When he retired from the Parliament he was prepared to
come here and, in a very casual and social way, share many of the experiences he had had
over the years when he served as a member. Those who knew Graham MacKinnon will
know that he was also a great family person. His family was extremely important to him and
we offer our condolences to his wife, Mary, and to their children.
Graham MacKinnon was a very long serving member of the Liberal Party, right from the
beginning until he passed away. He was very active in supporting the party and he saw that
party formed and become a powerful force in the political process in this country. Ir is with
sadness that we mark the loss of a colleague who provided so much to this State and to this
Parliament.
MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.24 pm]: Graham MacKinnon
was a inister of the Crown when I first entered this Parliament. He was the Minister for
Education and my first contact with him, quite coincidentally, was over a matter relating to
preprimary education, when he offered to build a preprimary centre in my home town of
Narembeen and was prepared to travel to that area to announce that the Government would
fund such a project.
Front that time on it became very clear to me that everybody knew exactly where Graham
MacKinnon stood. As I said when speaking of the qualities of the late Arthur Bickerton, one
of the many desirable qualities of members of Parliament, particularly Ministers, is that
people should know precisely where they stand on important issues. We did not always see
eye to eye; nevertheless, it would be fair to say that Graham MacKinnon left one in no doubt
as to where he stood.
On behalf of the National Party I extend condolences to the family of the late Graham
MacKinnon, and especially to his nephew, the member for Jandakot.
MR ILL. SMITH (Mitchell - Minister for Lands) [2.25 pm]: As a representative of part
of Bunbury I feel it is my duty to speak on the passing of Hon Graham MacKinnon. As the
Leader of the National Party has said, Graham MacKinnon had an enormous capacity to
make his position very clear on a whole range of issues, often in the most colourful language.
He and his wife Mary made a great contribution to Bunbury and I will miss their fellowship
at social functions.
Graham MacKinnon had the ight characteristics to enable him, when he was the M~inister for
Water Resources, to impose the first clearing bans in a number of programs associated with
the restoration of the quality of some Western Australian water catchments. Certainly the
work he did with the Wellington Dam and with a number of clearing bans in the southern
part of the State proved both a great deal of foresight about what was required, and courage
and force of personality to carry some of these things through both his own political party
and the Parliament.
While he was a member of Parliament Graham MacKinnon was a most formidable opponent.
On his retirement from Parliament he was only too ready to provide advice and
encouragement about what one was trying to do for the south west. Although many people
feel he was too aggressive and did not always converse in the most diplomatic terms, I
honestly believe that he made a very significant contribution over many years, and the south
west in particular owes him a great debt for the service he gave. I extend my personal
sympathy to Mary and to the rest of the MacKin non family.
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MR MacKINNON (Jandakox) [2.27 pm]): As some members have mentioned this
afternoon, Graham MacKinnon was my uncle; however. he was much more than that to me.
He was my political mentor and, I am pleased to say, a very good friend. One is not always
friends with one's relations - at least, not in our family! Graham MacKinnon's contribution
to the people of Western Australia was best recorded at his funeral by the Lord Mayor of
Perth, Reg Withers - another son of the south west - when he delivered an outstanding eulogy
which I will long remember.
After the Second World War Graham was a panel beater by trade and then became the south
west manager for the Singer sewing machine company before entering this Parliament. Even
more importantly, he was a serviceman in the Second World War and, as the Leader of the
Opposition indicated, was interned in Changi Prison for three years. A couple of times in the
past I tried to raise the question of Changi with Graham but he did not want to speak about it
at all. I was a child of the war, having been born in 1944, and I suppose it would have been
hard for me to understand the horror those men lived through during that time.
Subsequently, he paid a heavy price for the time he spent in Changi Prison. He could not
bare his skin to direct sunlight because he would break out in large blisters which would
necessitate a trip to hospital. One day in Bunbury he went fishing wearing only a pair of
shorts. As a result, he spent three days in the Bunbury Regional Hospital. His condition was
a deficiency brought on by his stay in Changi Prison.
Graham MacKinnon was proud of his parliamentary record. He served the Parliament for
30 years, during which time he was not only Leader of the Government in the Legislative
Council but also a parliamentarian of some note. Graham was also a great debater and
Minister. He was proud of the fact that as Minister for Fisheries - as the present Minister for
Fisheries will recall - he oversaw the beginning of the regulation of what is now a multi-
million dollar industry in this State. The member for Vasse and others will recall the
difficulty that that involved. The regulation of the crayfishing industry in this State was no
mean feat.
I also recall the time when Graham MacKinnon, as Minister for Water Resources, introduced
land clearing bans. As a result of some controversy over that, he was not the most popular
man. However, we are now reaping the benefits of that work. Graham MacKinnon was also
very proud of his achievement as Minister responsible for the 150 year celebrations in 1979.
The activities of Graham and Mary at that time were not equalled. As pointed out by the
Leader of the National Party, Graham MacKinnon did not suffer fools gladly and he made
everyone aware of that fact. In some respects, I guess that could be called a fault but I
always appreciated that characteristic because one always knew where one stood with
Graham.
As a young man I was impressed by Graham MacKinnon. He was away a lot from his
family as he represented the south west of the State. That included a great deal of travel to
and from the south west. However, through all that time - whether as a Minister of the
Crown or as Leader of the Legislative Council - he maintained a very active involvement
with the boy scouts movement. He was State President of the Scout Association of Australia.
For many years he was commissioner, and until his death he was actively involved with the
boy scouts movement. It was pleasing to see the contribution made by the movement at
Graham's funeral. In Graham MacKinnon, the people of the south west had a gmat advocate
and friend. Graham will be sadly missed by his family and friends. I thank members for the
tributes paid to Graham today and in the past.
MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [2.32 pm]: I pay tribute to Graham MacKinnon and extend my
sympathy to his wife, Mary, and sons Craig and Scott. In the very early 1960s Graham
MacKinnon considered I was a possible future member of Parliament, although at later times
he may have questioned whether it was a good or bad thing. I first became associated with
the Liberal Party when Graham MacKinnon was a Minister and a very dedicated private
enterprise person. Subsequently, I was elected to Parliament and worked for a long time
with Graham, both in the electorate and as a member sharing joint tickets. It is significant
that Graham MacKinnon is recognised and will continue to be recognised as one of the great
sons of the south west. Eventually, when stories unfold about people who made a significant
contribution to the State, Graham MacKinnon will stand supreme as a result of his efforts on
behalf of Western Australia. He will be recognised as one of the most outstanding people to
come from the south west. He will be recognised as a great statesman for Western Australia.
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Comments have been made about some of the decisions made by Graham Macxinnon as a
Minister, sometimes without full party room support. I refer here to the land clearing bans.
It was not his role really to implement those bans but he saw it as necessary for the future of
the State. That was part of the visionary man. Graham MacKinnon's vision was probably
25 or even 40 years ahead of his colleagues. The school dentist scheme including preventive
dental care for children was a Graham MacKinnon initiative. The Leader of the National
Party pointed to the introduction of education for five year Olds as a Graham MacKinnon
achievement which created a great furom in 1974. The current Government was in
Opposition in those days and would not understand the heat in the kitchen at that time.
Graham MacKinnon sold the five year old education scheme to the community. It has been
well received and is working well. The regional hospital concept throughout the Stare was
also fought for and developed throughout the State by Graham MacKinnon. Other members
have commenced on Graham's contribution to the fishing industry and the rock lobster
industry. The State's 150 year celebrations will always be regarded as Graham MacKinnon's
baby. He carried that project so well.
Diplomacy and tact may not have been Graham's long suit. However, courage, fortitude,
and a belief in what was right certainly were. I take this opportunity to join with my
colleagues to extend my sympathy to Mary, Craig and Scott. I acknowledge that Western
Australia is a much better place as a result of the contribution made by Graham MacKinnon
to the State and its people.
MR PJ. SMITH (Bunbury) [2.37 pm]: I first met Graham and Mary MacKinnon in the
early 1970s at a friend's wedding when I was not interested in politics and had only a slight
allegiance to the Labor Party. I was fascinated on that occasion to sit between Graham
MacKinnon, who was the Minister for Health, and a doctor. We had a long and heated
debate on medicine. I discovered that Graham had always wanted to be a politician. He
loved the cut and thrust of debate. He believed that in politics he would be able to do great
things for the State. He believed that he would be able to improve the situation of many
people. Certainly, despite OUr antipathy of politics. I believe he did that.
At that first meeting, he told me that even though he had difficult portfolios and different
ideas, he believed that he should consider the facts, make a decision, and stick to it. People
who have been involved with Graham Maclcinnon over the years know that once Graham
thought he was doing the right thing there was no way one could bend him from his path. As
other members have stated, history has shown that most of his decisions had great benefits
and effects on Western Australia - in some cases, on Australia.
Graham and his wife, Mary, were widely known, loved and respected, in Bunbury
particularly for their wide involvement in community groups. His active involvement in the
scouting movement has been mentioned. I admired Graham, firstly, because as a insult of his
skin condition he always wore a hat. It always seemed crazy to me that in the days before we
became aware of skin cancer, Australian males wandered around in the sunshine without
hats. Graham always wore a hat unashamedly. He actually boasted about the fact.
Secondly, I recall that Graham enjoyed rankling me each time he saw mec in Parliament by
listing the people in the parliamentary Labor Party who were socialists. It was often a very
short list. Sometimes my name was on it and sometimes not. Graham enjoyed classifying
people and assessing them - not by what they said in words or in Press releases but by their
actions and how they reacted to their constituents and to the people of Western Australia.
My sympathies go to his wife Mary and his family. Despite the fact that I had many clashes
with Graham, I am sure he will be missed by not only the people of Bunbury and the south
west but also the people of Western Australia.
Question passed, members standing.

CONDOLENCE MOTION
Rushton, Cyril

DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Premier) [2.42 pm]: I move -

That the House records its sincere regret at the death of Edgar Cyril Rushton and
tenders its deep sympathy to his family.
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Cyril Rushton joined the Liberal Party in 1947, was a Minister for nine years in the Liberal
Governments of Sir Charles Court and Ray O'Connor and was Deputy Premier from January
1982 until February 1983. He entered Parliament in 1965 representing the seat of Dale, and
remained a member until his resignation from Parliament in February 1988 due to ill-health.
Mr Rushton served on many parliamentary committees and was the Opposition spokesman
on local government after the Liberals went into Opposition in 1983.
As a relatively recent member of Parliament, I had the privilege of meeting Cyril Rushton,
although I did not get to know him very well. Nevertheless, I came to respect his sincerity
and the fact that he was always prepared to examine an issue in detail. Indeed, many
members will remember Mr Rushton's leaning forward in his place and speaking in detail on
subjects of his interest to the interest of members. I know that he was well regarded in the
portfolios for which he had responsibility, and that, for instance, people in the transport area
have good cause to remember Mr Cyril Rushton with admiration.
Many people were shocked by Cyril Rushton's sudden death, and many members in this
place would have expected him to live to a ripe old age. I extend to the former member's
family sympathy in their sorrow so they understand that the Parliament will miss Cyril
Rushton.
MR COURT (Nedlands - Leader of the Opposition) [2.43 pm]: I support the motion. It
was with shock and sadness that I heard of Cyril Rushton's death on the weekend. Cyril
Rushton was a fine Western Australian who served this country with distinction and
dedication as a member of the military as a soldier, and as a politician for some 23 years;
clearly, he was an active participant in the community.
When I farst entered Parliament in 1982, Cyril Rushton was Deputy Premier, Minister for
Transport, and Minister for Emergency Services, and I found him to be very sound counsel.
He was a person who was prepared to assist new members of Parliament. When I was a new
member a number of issues arose in my area relating to the Department of Transport, one of
which involved the renovation of the old Nedlands Baths. This was a fairly controversial
issue in my electorate - although not so outside the area - as Cyril adopted a position against
the wishes of the then local council. However, he was able to explain why the department
was taking the action it did, and I admired the way he was able to adjudicate between the
different parties involved.
In his roles as Ministers for Local Government and Urban Development and Town Planning,
he travelled the State extensively and people always regarded him as an accessible and fair
Minister. As the current Minister for Local Government would know, that portfolio involves
dealing with a broad crass-section of the community. Even today as one travels to various
local government authorities people mention with great affection Cyril Rushton as the
Minister for Local Government.
Cyril Rushton joined the Liberal Party in 1947 - the year I was born - and he served the party
loyally until his death. He was a very hard worker. Many stories have been told about the
three years during the 1970s when the Liberal Party was in Opposition. At that time the
Opposition was given few resources and Cyril Rushton, Andrew Mensams, my father and
others had to run the Opposition without the assistance of secretarial staff. Cyril explained
with pride how they conducted research work themselves. I am told that Cyril Rushton's
office was crowded in those days.
Mr Thompson: That is an understatement!
Mr COURT: His desk was covered in files and paperwork in conducting the Opposition's
work.
When Cyril Rushton was a Minister he lived in Nedlands not far from where I lived, and I
was amazed at that time - although, not so these days - at the amount of time a Minister had
to spend in carrying out his responsibilities.
Cyril was prepared to give good and often lengthy speeches in this House. I recall an
occasion when the then Premier, Brian Burke, was determined to have an item of business
completed, and he threatened the Opposition by saying that he was prepared to sit the House
right through the night until the item was completed. It so happened that Cyril Rushton was
paired that night and went home early. At 8.00 am the House was still sitting and we rang
Cyril and asked him whether he would come back to the House. He returned and when he
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rose to speak on the matter, Brian Burke said, "I surrender.' The House rose and
Mr Rushton had his chance to speak on another day.
Cyril Rushton worked extremely hard in carrying out his responsibilities as a member of this
House. He will be missed greatly by all who have served in the Parliament. My sympathy
goes out to his wife Jean and his family.
MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.47 pm]: The late Cyril Rushton
held portfolios which were relevant to rural Western Australia: Firstly, as the Minister for
Local Government, and secondly, as the Minister for Transport. In both of those portfolios,
as the Leader of the Opposition indicated, Mr Rushton discharged his responsibilities with
great diligence. Unquestionably, nobody in this place could ever doubt the sincerity and
diligence with which Cyril Rushton discharged his duties as a Minister.
Members of this place who are of a later vintage will remember Cyril Rushton as the person
who pioneered the modem day question time and the capacity to answer questions from
one's side of the House. I believe he still holds the record of taking 19 minutes to answer
one question; however, I am not issuing a challenge to Ministers to attempt to break that
record! On behalf of the National Party, I join the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition
in supporting this condolence motion.
MR MacKINNON (Jandakot) [2.49 pm]: I also pay tribute to Cyril Rushton, with whom I
was privileged to serve in this Parliament from my entry in 1977 until his retirement. Debate
has ensued in the Parliament and the community in recent years regarding standards,
principles and the Westminster system, and the word "integrity' has often been used. That
the standard and integrity of parliamentary debate has declined is unchallenged. From my
observations in Parliament few members leave this place able to say that they did their best
to improve those principles. Cyril Rushton did and was a man of standards. I cannot recall a
time when his conduct was not the best; he showed great respect for this institution. As the
Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the National Party have indicated, he was a man
of principle who vigorously supported his party and the Parliament. Nobody who met Cyril
Rushton would say that he did not have integrity and honesty. He was committed to the
Westminster system of government, although I can recall Cyril being frustrated in this
Parliament and in the party roam; however, that did not daunt him or lessen his respect for
the institution in any way. The Leader of the Opposition and other members have indicated
that Cyril's parliamentary record is one of which he was entitled to be proud, having risen to
the position of Deputy Premier of Western Australia.
He was a strong and active community leader in his electorate in the southern suburbs and, as
the member for Dale, saw that area transformed from a semi-rural community into an active
part of metropolitan Perth, which the member for Roleystone in large part now represents. I
will always remember Cyril's preparation for Parliament, and the Leader of the Opposition
talked about his office. Cyril sat in this Chamber with a stack of files and if the party wanted
someone to speak on a subject, he would be able to speak straight to the point on any matter.
He was committed and used to throw himself into a portfolio head first. When he became
Minister for Transport he was upset at being moved from the Local Government portfolio, in
which he had a lifelong interest; however, after six months in the Transport portfolio an
atomic bomb would not have moved him.
The Leader of the Opposition referred to his persistence. One morning he came into this
place during the Budget debate and brought the Premier, Brian Burke, who was at his zenith,
to his knees. As the Leader of the Opposition said, he was without peer in his ability to
answer questions. The Hansard record of Cyril's last speech to this Parliament was a
valedictory for Stan Lapham. He said this about Stan, and I think we could also say the same
about Cyril -

... he was a man of integrity whom I highly respected. He set a good example for
members of Parliament today to try to emulate. He was a kindly person who was
sound and humane, and he respected people.

He said that about one of his political opponents, and I say exactly those same words about
one of my colleagues, who was also a friend. I extend to his family my sympathy and also
my thanks for the support they gave Cyril in the tremendous contribution that he made to the
Parliament, the people of Western Australia and the Liberal Party.
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MR GRAYDEN (South Perth) [2.53 pm]: I support this motion and endorse the remarks of
previous speakers. Cyril Rushton served in this Parliament for 23 years and was particularly
competent. He was a person of very wide experience and great commonsense. As has been
mentioned, he had a detailed knowledge of local government, planning generally and of
transport. He shone in those areas. He was extremely committed to the Liberal cause, a kind
and courteous person, and a friend to all. One could go to Cyril Rushton, without any
compunction, for advice. His death is a sad loss to all who knew him and to Western
Australia. 1 offer my deepest sympathy to his widow and family.
MR FRED TUBBY (Roleystone) [2.55 pm]: I support the comments already made and
add my comments about my predecessor. I followed Cyril Rushton into the seat of Dale in
1988; from that time Cyril was a great supporter of mine. I knew him for many years before
then and, as the Leader of the Opposition and the member for Jandakot have pointed out, he
was a great collector of all things that he thought might become important. I am not sure
how many trailer loads of documents Cyril removed from his electorate office before I took
over from him, but after he left I shifted another two trailer loads. Cyril was a tremendous
hoarder of important things. He was well respected within the community and I will relate a
simple incident which occurred in February 1988. It occurred at a testimonial dinner held by
the Liberal Party in the Kelmscott Hall that now bears his name. The Kelmscott Primary
School choir performed in Cyril's honour. For 40 years Cyril was a loyal supporter of the
Kelmscott Primary School and for 13 years was the President of the school's P & C
association. The Kelmscott Primary School choir is arguably the best and most prestigious
primary school choir in the State. Phillip Vincent who was the Labor candidate against Cyril
in 1983 and 1986 brought his daughter to perform at that function. This was a tribute to
Cyril which speaks for itself. Cyril was deeply touched by this and it illustrated the respect
he received within the local community from both friend and foe alke. I know that the
community will miss Cyril and the contribution he made over the years. I extend to Jean and
all of the family my sincere condolences.
MR D.L. SMITH (Mitchell - Minister for Lands) [2.57 pm]: My association with Cyril
Rushton was an obscure one in that I went to school with his half brother Dave and
subsequently played hockey for several seasons in Perth and Bunbury with Dave. Cyril's
half brother is one of the real gentlemen of the world. 1 was surprised when I was elected to
Parliament that Cyril seemed to know more about me than I knew about myself, and
certainly seemed to welcome me. Despite my best efforts in debate Cyril was always only
too willing to be a friend and adviser outside of the House. As a new member I welcomed
that and I regret his passing. I am certain he will be missed by his family.
MR WATT (Albany) [2.58 pm]: I would not like the opportunity to pass without my being
able to place on record my sympathy to Jean and the Rushton family, and also my
appreciation of Cyril Rushton. It was a great sadness to all members to learn that he had
passed away on the weekend as a result of a heart attack. I recall the days, not long before he
retired from Parliament, when I sat next to him in this place. He said that after his heart
troubles, when driving home after Parliament he could make it only half way and he would
have to stop to rest and then drive the rest of the way home. That showed his tremendous
commitment; that in his state of health he was prepared to try to carry on until it simply got
too much for him and he decided - no doubt on doctor's orders and with a little pressure from
the family - to retire. Several references have been made to his friendliness and willingness
towards new members; I was no exception when I came to Parliament in 1974.
I was fortunate to know people in Parliament in those days, such as Sir David Brand and
Cyril Rushton. They were two in particular whom new members could approach. They had
vast experience and were always willing to offer worthwhile advice and counsel. Cyril
Rushton claimed strong connections with country Western Australia; he had family
associations with Denmark where he was born. Consequently. I think he shared with me
something of a common interest in the south coast region and took greater than usual interest
in my activities. His country connections and banking service led him to regard himself as
very much a country person. Indeed, we used to tease him a little because he claimed to be a
country member. That was true, in theory, as the member for Dale, although physically that
electorate had both a metropolitan and a country component. He certainly saw himself as
having more of an affinity with country people than city people. As members have
mentioned, he had a number of special qualities: He was always approachable by anyone
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and he extended his friendship to those he met. One of his special qualities was the loyalty
which he displayed to the Parliament, to the party and his colleagues. One does not often see
loyalty to that degree in modemn day parliamentarians.
One of the two areas of his political involvement on which I would like to comment is his
period as Minister for Local Government. During the period of his responsibility for that
portfolio he made it his business to visit at least once every one of the local authorities
which, at that time, numbered 137. Given the size of Western Australia, that was no mean
achievement. He was much loved and respected throughout the local government circles the
length and breadth of Western Australia.
As Minister for Transport he was responsible for implementing considerable reforms,
particularly in Westrail. He oversaw a significant number of staff reductions which was the
first move towards cost effifectiveness in Westrail. He and I locked horns fairly sharply over
the future of the Albany Progress as it was then called. He told mne that the then
Commissioner of Railways, Jim Pascoe, who also passed away during the past couple of
months, recommended to Cyril that the train should be withdrawn from service. I said, "No
way." We dragged out the issue for about three years before eventually, not long before Jim
Pascoe retired, the service was withdrawn - an action which I have always regretted and did
not support at any time. Nonetheless, the reasons for its withdrawal were hard to argue
against and Cyril was able to justify that action.
He was also responsible for the Albany Port Authority. Not long before the Liberal Party
lost Government in 1983, Cyril Rushton had made the decision to write-off the millions of
dollars worth of debts for that port authority. It was unfortunate for the Liberal Party that it
lost office before that happened. Fortunately, the member for Eyre, who became the
Minister for Transport under the Burke Government a year or so later, carried out that
decision. Nevertheless a year was lost and Cyril Rushton's staff confirmed later that that
decision had been made. I therefore have no reason to doubt that it was fact. His attempt to
write-off those losses was again an indication of his concern and interest for a country
community.
Cyril Rushton was a kind and sincere man. He was both a gentle man and a gentleman. This
community has suffered a severe loss with his passing.
MR KIERATH (Riverton) [3.04 pm]: I support the condolence motion for Cyril Rushton
who was a thorough gentleman in every sense of the word. He always had a friendly smile
and a sense of humour and, dare I say it, a word of advice. He was enthusiastic and helpful
and wherever I have been across the State many people, especially in local government, have
acknowledged that he had a wide knowledge and was well respected. He was well known
for not letting people down and, as the member for Albany has mentioned, he was intensely
loyal. The fact that he was well respected and widely regarded in the field of local
government and planning is a testimony to the man himself.
Reference was made earlier to the testimonial dinner. It is ironic that one can be
remembered for a lighter moment in the history of this place and perhaps not so much for
one's greatest achievements. From my knowledge of Cyril he was one of the best members
of Parliament in the community. My first contact with him goes back many years to before I
became interested in politics. One of my best friends, a traditional Labor supporter, always
voted for Cyril because he was synonymous with his electorate. Perhaps from that point of
view he set an example to us all. It did not matter to him which party one voted for, the fact
that one was a member of his electorate was sufficient if one required help. I extend my
sympathy to his wife Jean and family members.
MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [3.06 pm]: I support the comments which have been made about
the late Cyril Rushton. It is times such as this that we pay our tributes and extend our
sympathy to lean and the family. They provide a rare opportunity for the House to at least
reflect on the abilities and qualities of members. With the passing of time, history should
record at least some acknowledgment of them. At times like this members should reflect on
the contribution that Ministers can make. That is happening now.
Cyril Rushton was a very good friend and colleague of mine. He went out of his way to help
members, irrespective of from which side of the House they came. As the member for
Albany said, he was both respected and loved throughout the State for his contribution to
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local government and planning. The fact that he set out to visit all local government
authorities more than once during his reign as Minister was well regarded by local
government. Cyril Rushton has been the most outstanding Minister for Local Government
since I have been a member of Parliament. The homage that local government throughout
the Stare has paid to Cyril Rushton bears ample evidence of their regard for him as a very
impontant person. He was very committed and totally dedicated to his electorate. in
recording the contribution he has made I take this opportunity to extend sympathy to Jean
and his family.
Question passed, members standing.

PETITION - PORT KENNEDY AREA PROTECTION
Regional Park Creation Support - Golf Courses or forge Scale Tourist

Facilities Disallowance
MR KIIERATH (Riverton) [3.10 pm]: I present the following petition -

To the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly.
We the undersigned residents of Western Australia urge the Parliament to protect the
outstanding scientific, recreational and conservation values of the Port Kennedy area
by creating a Regional Park as recommended by the Environmental Protection
Authority. Furthermore we request chat the Parliament refuse to allow the
development of golf courses or large scale tourist facilities which could destroy the
existing natural values of the Port Kennedy area.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 1 399 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 66.1

PETITION - OLD RAILWAY RESERVE, WOOROLOO-CLACKLINE
Road Plans Opposition

MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [3.11 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned, request that the Main Roads Department and the Shire of
Northarn be prevented from planning .any route of the proposed Perth-Adelaide
National Highway, or any other road, to occupy any portion of the old railway reserve
between Wooroloo and Clacline.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 137 signatures and I cenify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: 1 direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 67.]

PETITION - LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICE OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

New Book Budget Cu: Protest
MR RIPPER (Belmont - Minister for Community Services) [3.12 pm]: I present the
following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
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We, the undersigned users of the Stare Public Library System wish to protest at the
recent 50% cut in the new book ordering rate. We also request that the 1992/3 State
Budget makes good this shortfall and brings the rate back to a level that will allow for
the 15% annual replacement rate of new stock which is the minimum necessary for a
healthy library collection.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 553 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct chat the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 68.]

PETITION - FIVE YEAR OLD CHILDREN
Full Day Education Opposition

DR CONSTABLE (Floreat) [3.13 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned, parents and other interested parties wish to notify the following:
a. Our total opposition to full day education for five year old children
b. We deplore the total lack of consultation and inaccessibility of information to

both parents and teachers regarding the proposals for changes to the current
pre-school system

C. We strongly urge adequate and open debate be allowed on all future proposals
concerning five year old education.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you wiUl give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 6 671 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 69.]

A similar petition was presented by Mr Bradshaw (17 persons).
[See petition No 70.1

PETITION - "IT'S. OK TO SAY NO TO SEX" CAMPAIGN
Heath Department of Western Australia Support

DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Premier) [3.14 pm]: I present the following petition -

To the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly.
We, the humble undersigned citizens of Western Australia, pray that the Parliament
of Western Australia will continue to endorse the highly responsible attitude that Hon
Keith Wilson has taken in the sex education program "It's O.K. to say no".
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 107 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No 7 1.1
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PETITION - GREAT NORTHERN HIGHWAY, MUCHEA-NEW NORCIA
Widening and Realigning Request

MR McNEE (Moore) [3.15 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned, request that the Great Northern Highway between Muchea and
New Norcia be widened and realigned to make it safe for all traffic use.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 1 400 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders Of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 72.]
PETITION - YOUTH17EST 1993 REQUEST

DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Premier) [3.16 pm]: I present the following petition -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undermentioned petitioners, ask that in view of the success of Youthfetst
1992 the Parliament agree to ensure that Youthfest is held again in 1993 as it needs at
least another year to have a significant impact.
The aim of Youthfiest is to counter the negative images of young people which are
created by a small percentage of juvenile criminals. The exhibition of the skills,
abilities and ideas of young people is the best way to demonstrate the worth of young
people to the remainder of the community- Young people also need "hope" for the
future. Youchfest is an excellent vehicle for both, enhancing the image of young
people and increasing their motivation to succeed as individuals and contribute to the
communities of Western Australia.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 57 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 73.]

PETITION - WARREN RIVER WATER CATCHMENT AREA
Conservation Park Request - Logging Operations Suspension

MR OMODEI (Warren) [3.17 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned request that:
Due to their tourism potential and the fact that the following are within the Warren
River Water Catchment Area, the locations of Moons Crossing, Blackberry Pool,
Trestle Bridge and their access moutes be included in a 'Conservation Park' which
will extend from River Road to the Big Hill Brook (this area being south of the
Warren River and north of Wheatley Coast Road.)
Furthermore, that all activities presently being undertaken in preparation for logging
operations be suspended immediately.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you wiUl give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
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The petition bears 1 022 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 74]1

PETITION - OCTENNIAL HOLDINGS PIT1Y LTD
Waste Disposal Opposition, Lot 2, Location 28303, Parr Lot 13 and

Location 1198, Toodyay
MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [3.18 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned residents of Toodyay Shire and surrounding area, are petitioning
to halt the proposal by Octennial Holdings Pty Ltd to dump waste material at Lot 2,
Location 28303, Part Lot 13 and Location 1198, Toodyay (between Old Plains Road
and Telegraph Road, on Mount Road).
We are concerned that the proposed dumping of waste material at the above site may
contain substances of a toxic nature which could contamninate soil and waterways in
the area.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 358 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 75.]

PETITION - PERTH FORESHORE COMPETITION
John Oldham's Plan Consideration

DR ALEXANDER (Perth) [3.19 pm]: I present the following petition -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undermentioned petitioners ask that in view of the excessive cost of
implementing the unrealistic and inappropriate winning plan for the Perth Foreshores
that consideration be given to adopting John Oldhamn's plan.
This plan not only preserves the foreshores unique charm so valued by the public but
also offers immediate employment by implementing the first stage, ie: the
realignment of Riverside Drive to adjacent to Terrace Road and the planting of many
indigenous trees to give attractive shade and shelter.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you wiUl give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 34 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 76.]

PETITION - RECREATIONAL NET FISHING, BREMER BAY AND
ESPERANCE AREAS

Lifting of Ban Request
MR AINSWORTH (Roe) [3.20 pm]: I have a petition in the following terms -

To: The [Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
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We, the undersigned, request the Minister for Fisheries to lift the ban for recreational
net fishing of estuaries and inlets in the Bremer Bay and Esperance area, which came
into effect on the I1st July 1992.
We believe that limited netting seasons could be introduced, which would allow
families to enjoy the recreational pleasures of fishing that has occurred for
generations along the South Coast of Western Australia, whilst still allowing breeding
of the fish stocks to continue.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 364 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 77.]

PETITION - COLLIE COAL FIRED POWER STATION PROPOSAL
Rejection

MR BRADSHAW (Wellington) [3.21 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
The petition of the undersigned citizens of Western Australia respectfully showeth
that -
L We wish to reject the proposed 600MW coal-fired power station to be built at

Collie.
2. We wish you to urge SECWA to implement a peak load avoidance scheme.
3. We wish you to urge SECWA to explore more economical energy efficient

and environmentally sound alternatives to meet our State's future energy
requirements, such as:

cogeneration
combined cycle gas power stations
consumer level energy efficiency measures

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
cons ideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The'petition bears 546 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 78.1

PETITION - TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
Turnover Tax Reduction - Stake Money for Extra Race Meetings Request

MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [3.22 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned, request that the "turnover tax" levelled by the Government on
the Totalisator Agency Board of Western Australia's turnover, be reduced from 6%
to 5%.
We also request that a significant amount of the money from the 1% released from
the tax be used as stake money to allow the racing industry (trotting and gallops) to
hold extra race meetings, or increase stake money according to the needs of the
codes.
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Extra race meetings are required to cater for country class horses because there are
very significant numbers of horses, trainers and stables which are being severely
discriminated against by not having any nominations accepted.
Severe economic hardship is impacting both on those directly in the industry and
those servicing the industry - from stock feed merchants, veterinary officers, caterers,
and others, through to the TAB itself.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 29 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
(See petition No 79.]

STANDING ORDERS AND PROCEDURE COMMITFTEE
Report Tabling

DR ALEXANDER (Perth) [3.32 pml: I present the report of the Standing Orders and
Procedure Committee. I move -

That the report do lie upon the Table and be printed.
I hope that all members will read this report and, if it is considered appropriate, debate the
matter at some time during this session.
Members may recall a special sitting of the House some months ago at which the question of
appropriate standards in the House was discussed at length. As a result of that sitting several
matters were referred to the Standing Orders and Procedure Committee. This report deals
with those matters.
The first relates to a citizen's right of reply. it was felt by the Select Committee on
Parliamentary Standards that a need may exist for members of the public who feel they have
been maligned in statements made under privilege in the Parliament to have a right of reply
such as that which presently exists in the Australian Senate, for example.
After consideration of a number of options, the Standing Orders and Procedure Committee
recommended a minor change to Standing Orders. The committee was satisfied that a
number of avenues ahready existed for members of the public to address complaints about
statements made about them in the Parliament provided those avenues were made a little
clearer. At present members of the public in that position may feel that they have no right of
reply. The committee believes that no need exists for a formal right of reply. However, it
suggests one change to Standing Orders which will allow members of the public who feel
they have been maligned to take up a petition for presentation to the Parliament in the normal
way so that the complaint can be referred to directly by the member presenting the petition.
The committee believes that to introduce a formal process under which people may appear
before the House to explain their position so it could be recorded in Hansard would be little
more than window dressing and would not address the real objection raised. It is the case, of
course, that members of the public who feel aggrieved can write to the Speaker or the
Presiding Officer in the other place asking that officer to make a statement to the House
about the matter or to intercede with the member who made the original statement. That
action has been taken on a number of occasions. Of course, other outlets are available to
people including the media. Members of the public are increasingly aware of their right of
reply in such situations- The alteration of Standing Orders will be debated at a later stage.
The Standing Order under consideration is No 90. The committee recommends that this
Standing Order be altered so that it is possible to address such grievances by way of petition.
The second matter raised related to justice for persons appearing before House Committees.
The committee has recommended that a number of provisions apply which would give
witnesses before. Select Committees of the House, in particular, greater formal legal rights;
that is, that they should be provided formally with a copy of the committee's terms of
reference; that they can bring legal counsel if they believe it is necessary and, with the
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permission of the chairman of the committee, consult that counsel, who will not represent
them but will advise them as to their legal position because in the past some witnesses have
felt disadvantaged under the current conditions when appearing before some Select
Committees.
A number of the other recommendations made, if implemented, will increase the rights and
standing of members of the public called before parliamentary committees. These
recommendations seek to provide a right for people to take up matters which the committee
is considering about which they consider they are being disadvantaged, or about which
evidence is being presented which may reflect badly on them and they wish to be given a
right of reply.
The third matter dealt with in the Standing Orders and Procedure Committee's report relates
to declaration of pecuniary interests. The committee recommends that a new Standing Order
be introduced as follows -

In any debate or proceeding of the House or its Committees a member shall disclose
any relevant pecuniary interest.

Of course, that raises the question of what is a relevant pecuniary interest. That matter has
been debated both inside and outside this House. The committee suggests that the practice
followed in other parliaments around the globe and particularly in the House of Commons be
followed; that is, if talking as current Standing Orders do about a direct pecuniary interest
then there is, and should be, an obligation on members to declare that interest- This is not
meant to apply in the situation where interests are held in common by a group of people who
may be affected by legislation before the House. The committee believes that this change
will make it clearer to both members of this place and the public at large that the House takes
seriously the matter of declaration of pecuniary interests. That will help clarify this rather
difficult area. Of course, there is notice of legislation before this House which would require
members to declare their interests in a proper manner. However, and I suppose this reflects
the fact that the Standing Orders and Procedure Committee's views are across the political
spectrum, the committee concludes that it is more appropriate for the matter of pecuniary
interests of members - a new code, for example, as is included in one of the draft Bills before
the House - to be considered on its merits and that the matter be treated as it is - that is, a
matter of political opinion - rather than the committee's bringing before the House a
recommendation, on which it would be very difficult for any unanimity to be reached.
However, we believe the change proposed here does clarify the situation. Further to that, the
committee makes no recommendation for change as to the position of membership of Deputy
Chairmen, although it regards the idea that Opposition and non-Government members be
Deputy Chairmen of Committees or Deputies to the Speaker as one which should be
encouraged.
The final matter worthy of mention is the ministerial code of conduct, which was discussed
at some length at that special sitting. The Premier, in particular, was keen that the
Legislative Assembly should formally consider the matter of a ministerial code of conduct.
The Standing Orders and Procedure Commictee concluded that, while a ministerial code of
conduct may be desirable from the point of view of the Government of the day - or, perhaps
more importantly, the public at large - it is not really appropriate for the House to attempt to
bind the Government of the day to a ministerial code of conduct. We consider it is up to the
Government of the day to do that and we hope that any responsible Government would see
that that is done. The matters which were specifically referred to in that ministerial code of
conduct are attached to the report and I recommend that members who have not looked at
that in detail do so, because it is something about which, in general, members of Parliament
and Governments of the day should be concerned. The Standing Orders and Procedure
Committee does not feel it is in a position to recommend or require the Government of the
day to bind its Ministers to a particular code of conduct; however, the committee did
consider that it is appropriate for a Government to do just that.

I recommend this report to members and hope that the matters contained therein will be
discussed in more depth at a later stage of this session.
MR WAIT (Albany) [3.42 pm]: I endorse the comments made by the member for Perth
and, as a member of the Standing Orders and Procedure Committee representing the
Opposition, confirm that the committee reached its views generally on a consensus basis,
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although we had minor differences of opinion from time to rime on just how some of those
issues should be addressed. However, we should reflect on the origins of what has brought
this about; that is, the committee set up by former Premier Dowding and chaired by Kim
Beazley senior some years ago made a series of recommendations, and in the early part of
this session it was requested chat these things be considered by the Standing Orders and
Procedure Committee and brought forward for debate. I think it is a matter for the House to
decide these issues. The Standing Orders and Procedure Committee has simply tried to
address the issues and bring forward some recommendations so that the House, whose proper
responsibility it is, can consider them in a more detailed debate. It may well be that it will
have some different views from those which the Standing Orders and Procedure Committee
has put forward, but we devoted quite some rime to considering the various ramifications
and, to a large extent, we felt that not many changes needed to be made. For example, as to
opportunities to be given to citizens to defend themselves against comments made about
them in the Parliament, most of the procedures already exist. There is a fairly adequate range
of opportunities for them to defend themselves and we are simply seeking to add one minor
change through the petition system to expand that range of opportunities just a little more.
Pecuniary interest is already fairly well addressed by the existing Standing Orders, but when
one analyses them carefully one finds very few circumstances where members of Parliament
are able to be confronted with a situation which will involve them personally and
individually rather than collectively on behalf of the whole community or their own
constituency. So again, the Standing Orders already cover the situation quite well.
As to the code of conduct, the recommendation was for a ministerial code of conduct. The
Standing Orders and Procedure Committee felt, and I certainly agreed with this view - and
that is not to suggest that I did not agree with other views - that for the Ministry to adopt a
code of conduct was a matter for the Ministry. If we are talking about a code of conduct for
the Parliament generally, perhaps it is a matter for the House; but if the Ministry wants to
adopt a code of conduct - and most Ministries do - perhaps all that should be done is that it
should be reported to the House and in that way made public and able to be more closely
scrutinised to make sure that Ministers observe that code of conduct. We are following a
democratic process and I support the recomnmendations made by the Standing Orders and
Procedure Committee.
MR THOMAS (Cockburn) [3.46 pm]: The report of the Standing Orders and Procedure
Committee represents the views of all members of that committee. Of the very important
matters that were referred to the committee it was found that, for the most part, it did not
require substantial amendment to the Standing Orders for effect to be given to them. As the
member for Albany pointed out, some matters referred to the committee do not properly
reside within the Standing Orders of this House, and in other areas remedies already exist
within the Standing Orders, or perhaps would exist with minor amendments to the Standing
Orders, and maybe all that is necessary is for those avenues to be made more public and to be
codified so that members of the public know that they have access to those avenues if they
feel that is necessary, rather than for any substantial amendment to the Standing Orders. I
concur with the comments made by the members for Perth and Albany.
MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Parry) [3.48 pm]: Some of the
recommendations made by the Standing Orders and Procedure Committee deserve comment,
particularly those which recommend some change to the Standing Orders or which give
recognition to the existing provisions of the Standing Orders and claim that they are quite
adequate.
With respect to the declaration of a pecuniary interest, if a Standing Order has never been
applied by the House, and if it has never been brought to the notice of the House that
somebody has a pecuniary interest, I suppose it is appropriate that we should seek to amend
that Standing Order. In this case all that would be necessary, should the recommendation be
accepted, is that a person must disclose a relevant pecuniary interest. As the member for
Perth said, that begs the question: What is a relevant pecuniary interest? The member for
Perth indicated that we will now apply the interpretation used in the House of Commons.
However, that still does not leave me any the wiser regarding whether I must declare a
pecuniary interest when certain issues are debated in the Parliament. It will be very
interesting, should an amendment be made to Standing Orders, if someone challenges me
regarding whether I declared a pecuniary interest.
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Regarding the right of citizens to respond to allegations made under parliamentary privilege,
I confess that I am a little disappointed that the report contained no reference to the capacity
of citizens to respond in writing to an allegation. Also, no reference was made to the
mechanism by which that response could be tabled in the House at the instruction of the
Presiding Officer. Such a mechanism could have been put in place. It is possible to entreat
another member of Parliament to speak in a citizen's defence; a citizen may write to various
members of Parliament or even to the Presiding Officers. Nevertheless, no requirement
exists for members to do anything about the requests, except for purely personal ones. When
someone is aggrieved by remarks made in this place, a more positive avenue should be
available which results in some action to allow the person to state his or her case, rather than
having to rely upon your good office, Mr Speaker, or other members of Parliament.
I am in complete accord with the determination of the committee regarding the code of
conduct and the recommendation that that is a matter for the Government and the Cabinet to
decide. I am interested in the appointment of committees of the Parliament. Surely members
are aware that the members of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee are
appointed in a manner different from that of other committees. I would have thought that it
would be proper for the committee presenting this report to investigate those differences and
make recommendations in this regard. If more nominations are made than are necessary
when determining the membership of parliamentary committees, the membership is
determined by a ballot. However, the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review
Committee's membership is determined by a vote of the Parliament and not by a ballot. This
report could have addressed that issue and brought some uniformity to the methods by which
we elect committee members in this place. Currently if one wishes to nominate a member
for a Select Committee, and more nominations than are necessary are made, the Parliament
conducts a ballot or passes a motion that the matter be determined by a motion of the House.
Therefore, a choice exists. However, the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review
Committee has no choice; it is determined by a vote of the House.
Apart from those small criticisms, I support the motion moved by the member for Perth.
Question put and passed.
[See paper No 304.1

RULING BY THE SPEAKER
Memnber for Melville's Notice of Motion - No Arguments fromn Debates at a Later Stage

THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett): As the member for Melville is not present, perhaps
another member might pass this information on to him. I indicated earlier that his notice of
motion may be out of order. Having read the motion I am still of that opinion. Nevertheless,
I will allow it to proceed this time, but I draw members' attention to the Standing Orders of
this place which require motions of this nature to be as defined and not to contain the
arguments to be used when debating the motion at a later stage. Members should be careful
when framing motions in future to ensure that they do not contain the arguments which will
be put in the debate.

BILLS (30) - ASSENT
Messages from the Governor received and read notifying assent to the following Bills -

1. Pay-roll Tax Amendment Bill
2. Pay-roll Tax Assessment Amendment Bill
3. Valuation of Land Amendment Bill
4. Royal Commission into Commercial Activities of Government Bill
5. Sheep Lice Eradication Fund Amendment Bill
6. Acts Amendment and Repeal (Betting) Bill
7. Declarations and Attestations Amendment Bill
8. Road Traffic Amendment Bill
9. Acts Amendment (Confiscation of Criminal Profits) Bill
10. Acts Amendment (Game Birds Protection) Bill
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It. Fire Brigades Superannuation Amendment Bill
12, Land Amendment (Transmission of Interests) Bill
13. Acts Amendment (Sexual Offences) Bill
14. Guardianship and Administration Amendment Bill
15. Education Amendment Bill
16. Public and Bank Holidays Amendment Bill
17. Treasurer's Advance Authorization Bill
18. Land Tax Relief Bill
19. Western Australian Treasury Corporation Amendment Bill 1991
20. Financial Institutions (Taxing) Bill
21. Supply Bill
22. Government Employees Superannuation Amendment Bill
23. Industrial Lands Development Authority Amendment Bill
24. Western Australian Financial Institutions Authority Bill
25. Financial Institutions (Western Australia) Bill
26. Rates and Charges (Rebates and Deferments) Bill
27. Lotteries Commission Amendment Bill
28. Retirement Villages Bill 1991
29. Nurses Bill
30. Western Australian Land Authority Bill 1991

SUPPLY BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without amendment.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - BY THE PREMIER
Public Sector Management and Development - "Managing For Balance" Document

Release
DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Premier) [3.59 pmJ: The Government is releasing today
a framework for the management and development of the State public sector throughout the
1990s. I should not need to tell the House that the public sector is a significant component of
our State's work force, involving over 110 000 employees. Much of our infrastructure and
many of our essential services are provided by the public sector. The document released
today titled "Managing For Balance: A Public Sector Management Strategy", builds on the
White Paper on the public sector tabled in this House in 1986. It follows extensive
consultation with the public sector and with the Civil Service Association. 1 commend all
involved in the preparation of the document, which will be available for all members of
Parliament. I urge all members to take the time to read it.

[See paper No 303.)

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - BY THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH
Federal-State Medicare Agreement - Special Mission Prior to Health Minister's Meeting,

Opposition's Criticism
MR WILSON (Dianella - Minister for Health) [4.00 pm): I wish to make a statement in
view of criticism by the State Opposition of my intention to lead a special mission to
Canberra to prepare a thoroughly considered State position on the proposals contained in the
Federal Budget for the renegotiation of the Commonwealth -State Medicare agreement prior
to the Health Minister's meeting on 22 September. I can assure the House that a full public
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accounting will occur of the costs, which will be kept to the bare minimum. A full and open
reporting of the outcome will also be given to the Parliament and the media once my report
has been considered by Cabinet and prior to the Ministers' meeting. That will include the
status of the many positive proposals which I will put to ensure that we set the agenda for the
future of appropriately resourced public health services for our State.
Itris a strange circumstance when this Opposition, which is ever ready to remind us that
ultimate accountability rests with elected representatives who are Ministers, is prepared on
this occasion to leave to bureaucrats this crucial policy proposal pertaining to the proper
planning of health and hospital service resourcing of the next six years. That is especially
the case when such a process adopted in 1984 and 1988 resulted in conditions in every State
in Australia which are unsatisfactory.
I am encouraged by the positive response from the Australian Medical Association. I trust
the medical profession to have a much keener appreciation of the issues than the State
Opposition. However, I agree that the Opposition's concern about my absence during
parliamentary sitting time has validity. Accordingly, I have been in touch this morning with
the office of the Federal Minister recommending that the Ministers' meeting be deferred for a
month beyond 22 September. That would allow me to pursue my appmoach to Canberra
during the two weeks of parliamentary recess, It would also allow the Victorian election
situation, and possibly the Queensland situation, to be resolved prior to the meeting of
Ministers. I regret to say that at this stage Mr Howe has not agreed to that deferment.
However, I will pursue this option to ensure that the proposed Ministers' meeting is of
maximum usefulness. The House can be assured that I will confine my absence from
Parliament to the barest minimum and will make maximum use of the parliamentary recess
to conduct my discussions in Canberra. I trust, therefore, in the light of this statement that
we will gain the support of the Opposition for my approach in the interests of obtaining the
best outcome for the future of health and hospital services in Western Australia.
Mr Bradshaw: I wish to respond to the ministerial statement by the Minister for Health. It
should be protocol for members of the Opposition to respond to those statements.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Under the Standing Orders which allow formal ministerial
statements of, I think, 20 minutes to be made, notice is given and the Opposition is allowed a
formal reply. It was considered by the Standing Orders and Procedure Committee that the
right of reply in a normal sense should not be extended for brief ministerial statements of up
to three minutes.

STATEMENT - BY THE DEPUTY SPEAKER
Senate Resolution on Senate Vacancies

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr Alexander): The Speaker has received a letter from the
Senate which reads as follows -

Dear Mr Speaker,
I transmit to you the text of a Resolution agreed to by the Senate today, as follows:

That the Senate -

(a) believes that casual vacancies in the Senate should be filled as
expeditiously as possible, so that no State is without its full
representation in the Senate for any time longer than is necessary;

(b) recognises that under section 15 of the Constitution an appointment to
a vacancy in the Senate may be delayed because the Houses of the
Parliament of the relevant State are adjourned but have not been
prorogued, which, on a strict construction of the section, prevents the
Governor of the State making the appointment; and

(c) recommends that all State Parliaments adopt procedures whereby their
Houses, if they are adjourned when a casual vacancy in the Senate is
notified, are recalled to fill the vacancy, and whereby the vacancy is
filled:
(i) within 14 days after the notification of the vacancy, or
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(ii) where under Section 15 of the Constitution the vacancy must be
filled by a member of a political party, within 14 days after the
nomination by that party is received,

whichever is the later.
Yours sincerely
Kerry W Sibraa

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AMENDMENT BILL 1991
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION BILL 1991

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AMENDMENT BILL (No 2)
Orders Discharged

MR D.L. SMITH- (Mitchell - Minister for Justice) [4.07 pm]j: I move -

That Orders of the Day Nos 4, 6 and 8 be discharged from the Notice Paper.
I assure the House and the media that the intention is to reintroduce both the Equal
Opportunity Bills at a later stage.
Question put and passed.
Orders discharged.

ACTS AMENDMENT (EVIDENCE OF CHILDREN AND OTHERS) BILL 1991
Second Reading

MR D.L. SMITH (Mitchell - Minister for Lands) [4.08 pm]: l move -

That the Hi!! be now read a second time.
In April 1991, the Law Reform Commission of Western Australia published a report on the
evidence of children and other vulnerable witnesses. This Bill implements a number of the
commission's recommendations and in doing so seeks to overcome the major difficulties
which occur when children and other vulnerable witnesses give evidence in court Particular
care has also been taken in drafting the Bill to ensure that accused persons retain their rights,
particularly the right to a fair trial.
Children and other vulnerable witnesses, when asked to give evidence in court, may be
unable to do so for several reasons. Among the most common is the stress or trauma which
children experience in having to speak in the formal setting of a court room. This problem
can arise in any case. However, it most often occurs where children are the alleged victims
of sexual abuse. In relation to other witnesses, problems most commonly arise where the
witness has a severe physical or intellectual disability. To meet such difficulties, the Bill
contains proposals for closed-circuit television, the videotaping of children's statements and
pre-trial hearings. Additionally, there are new provisions on the competency of young
children to give sworn or unsworn evidence in judicial proceedings.
Currently, before children are accepted as competent to give evidence on oath, they must
demonstrate to the judge or magistrate that they have a belier in God and in the divine
sanction attached to taking an oath. They must have more than just an understanding of the
ordinary duty to tell the truth. They must also realise that the solemnity of the occasion
imposes an added responsibility to tell the truth. The Law Reform Commission considered
that, particularly for very young children, this rest of competency to give sworn evidence was
too stringent. Proposed section 106B of the Evidence Act will enable children to give such
evidence when they satisfy the court that they understand that the giving of evidence is a
serious matter, and they have an obligation to tell the truth, which is greater than the ordinary
duty to tell the truth. Currently, children under 12 are not competent to take an oath, but may
give unsworn evidence. They can do so only if they possess sufficient intelligence to justify
the reception of their evidence, and understand the duty of speaking the truth. These
requirements are not imposed on older children or adults who give unsworn evidence. There
may be circumstances where children under 12, who are now unable to give either unsworn
or sworn evidence, may nevertheless be able to give effective evidence. The commission
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recommended that such children be permitted to give unsworn evidence if they are able to
give an intelligible account of events which they have observed or experienced. Proposed
section 106C of the Evidence Act implements this recommendation.
The law now requires chat unsworn evidence of a child under 12 must be corroborated by
independent evidence before there can be a conviction based on the child's evidence. As a
result, child sexual abuse complaints may niot be prosecuted because the abuse occurred in
private or in the presence only of other young children. Corroboration in such circumstances
is not available. Current research indicates that children's evidence is not inherently
unreliable. in view of these matters, and following the commission's recommendations,
clause 7 will abolish the current requirement that the unsworri evidence of children under 12
must be corroborated. Currently, judges may issue a warning to the jury when young
children give evidence on oath. This warning is to the effect that because the witness is a
child his or her evidence is less reliable than an adult's. Proposed section 106D will prohibit
warnings on that generalised basis. However, judges will retain the ability to warn juries
about the reliability of the evidence of a particular child witness who has appeared in court.
Out of court statements made by children may be the best available evidence in cases
involving alleged child abuse. However, existing rules of evidence may prevent the
admission into court of such statements, despite their relevance to the issues being tried,
When that occurs, children must present their evidence in court. This may be extremely
traumatic for the child and may result in the child's being unable to give any evidence at all.
Proposed section 106H- will permit such statements to be admitted in child abuse and assault
cases if specified conditions are satisfied. The child must be present in the court or available
to be called as a witness. The accused must be given a copy of the child's out of court
statement Or, if the statement has not been recorded, details of the statement. This will
ensure that the accused is given a sufficient opportunity to prepare a response to the
statement.
The commission recommended that steps should be taken to avoid children being
unnecessarily examined and cross-examined at committal proceedings and at the trial.
Proposed amendments to the Justices Act 1902 in part 3 of the Bill will permit courts to
allow children's evidence to be given at committal proceedings in the form of a previous out
of court statement. The child will be called for cross-examination only if the magistrate is
satisfied that there is good cause to do so.
Proposed section 1061 deals with the videotaping of out of court children's evidence and the
presentation of that evidence in court. Two procedures are available under section 1061.
First, a child's evidence in chief may be presented to the court in the form of a previously
recorded videotape. Second, all of a child's evidence, including evidence in chief, cross-
examination and re-examination, may be taken at a separate pre-trial hearing which is to be
videotaped. The prosecution may apply to the judge or magistrate for either procedure, to be
followed, In relation to the first alternative, the court may give directions as to the procedure
to be followed in the videotaping of the evidence in chief, the presentation of the tape to the
court and, if necessary, the deletion of portions of the tape.
The court can also give directions as to the manner in which the cross-examination or re-
examination of the child is to be conducted at the trial. In relation to the second alternative,
which is a pre-trial hearing, proposed section 106K sets out such matters as who may be
present. By virtue of proposed section 106K(3)(e) the defendant will not be permitted to be
in the same room as the child. The defendant will be able to observe the proceedings, which
will include examination in chief and cross-examination, by means of closed circuit
television. As this is a pre-trial procedure there will be no jury and no public present.
Proposed section 1061 provides that the videotape of this pme-trial proceeding will
subsequently be presented to the count and be viewed by the jury. This will avoid the child's
having to give oral evidence in court Or be present at the trial. These two procedures, which
can be used where a child would otherwise be unable to give evidence, will provide courts
with a more accurate account of events and will be less traumatic for the child. They also
ensure that the rights of the defendant are protected.
The Bill includes safeguards to protect the accused's right to a fair trial; for example, by
ensuring to the accused the right to view and participate by way of cross-examination in the
pre-trial videotaped hearing. Unauthorised editing or altering of video-taped statements is
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forbidden by proposed section 106M. Furthermore, the child will be available for cross-
examination at committal proceedings, at the pre-trial and, where appropriate, at trial.
The Law Reform Commission recommended that courts should have power to order that
closed circuit television be used to facilitate the giving of children's evidence in child abuse
cases. This proposal is also designed to reduce children's stress. Without this procedure,
some children would not be able to give any evidence. Closed circuit television will help to
ensure that courts have all the relevant evidence. Proposed section 106N implements the
commission's closed circuit television recommendations. Where available, closed circuit
television is to be routine. However, under proposed section 1060, on the application of the
prosecution, closed circuit television will not be used when the court is satisfied that the child
is able and wishes to give evidence in the presence of the accused. Proposed section 106N
specifies that pursuant to a judge's order either the accused or the child is to be out of the
courtroom when closed circuit television is used. Where closed circuit television is
appropriate but is not available in a particular court, the Bill provides that a screen, one way
glass, or other device must be used to prevent the child witness from seeing the accused.
However, the judge, jury, defendant and lawyers must be able to see the child while the child
is giving evidence.
It is desirable that child witnesses have an adult with whom they feel comfortable present
with them during court proceedings. Proposed section 106E of the Evidence Act provides
that, with the court's approval, such a person can be near the child. Children often have
difficulty in understanding questions when examined or cross-examined in court. Research
and other evidence received by the Law Reform Commission indicated that judges and
lawyers may also need assistance in understanding what children say in court. To assist
court personnel and children to understand each other, proposed section 106F authorises
courts to appoint a communicator where a child witness is under 16 years of age.
The Law Reform Commission recommended that unrepresented defendants should not be
permitted to directly cross-examine children under 16 years of age. Members may recall a
recent case in which an unrepresented defendant cross-examined his 13 year old daughter.
Proposed section 106G provides that where an accused person is unrepresented, the
accused's questions to the child must be accurately put to the child by the judge or by
another person approved by the court.
The commission made several recommendations to allow "vulnerable" witnesses - for
example, persons with mental or physical disabilities - to give evidence in judicial
proceedings or to improve the quality of the evidence by such witnesses. Proposed section
106R implements these recommendations.
Courts will be able to declare a witness a "special" witness. Once declared a "special"
witness, a variety of procedures will be available to assist courts to obtain the best evidence,
and to reduce the trauma those people would otherwise experience when giving evidence.
Courts will be able to declare a person a "special" witness if, by reason of intellectual or
other mental or physiological disorder or physical handicap, he or she is likely to be unable
to give evidence in accordance with regular procedures. Persons can also be declared to be
",special" witnesses if the court is satisfied that they are likely to suffer severe emotional
trauma, or would be so intimidated or stressed as to be unable to give evidence in the normal
way. Proposed section 106R indicates that this must be due to factors such as age, cultural
background or relationship to any party to the proceedings. The special procedures available
to "special" witnesses depend on the circumstances in each case. These procedures include,
the presence in court of a support person; the use of closed circuit television or screens; and
allowing "special" witnesses to give evidence in pre-trial videotaped hearings.
Proposed section 106S provides that a matters relevant to procedure in cases involving
children and other vulnerable witnesses - whether at committal proceedings, at trial on
indictment, or summary trial - are to be dealt with at pre-trial hearings. Similar procedural
hearings are already widely used in civil cases. Pre-trial hearings in criminal cases have also
been introduced into the Perth sittings of the Supreme Court. Matters to be dealt with at pre-
trial hearings will include applications to declare a witness a "special" witness; the identity of
suitable support persons; the use of a communicator videotaped pre-trial procedures;
procedures relating to the use of videotaped statements; and applications for closed circuit
television not to be used.
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The Law Reform Commission made several recommendations which do not require
legislation, and these are already being implemented by the Government. An inter-agency
committee is being established to develop a code of practice for the making and the use of
videotapes of children's evidence. That committee will utilise the work which has already
been undertaken by the Advisory and Coordinating Committee on Child Abuse. In response
to the commission's report, the Chief Justice's criminal practice and procedure review
committee has suggested that a code of practice in relation to closed circuit television be
developed. That will occur after experience has been gained in the use of this procedure.
The commission also recommended that consideration be given to holding seminars for
judicial officers on changes in the law and practice affecting children and other vulnerable
witnesses. The criminal practice and procedure review committee has enthusiastically
supported this proposal. Seminars will cover such matters as the development of guidelines
to assist judges and magistrates in dealing with children and other vulnerable witnesses. The
Law Reform Commission also suggested that guidelines be developed as to the exercise of
the judicial discretion to close courts to the public when children give evidence. The
criminal practice and procedure review committee has proposed that this matter be discussed
at the judicial seminars to which I have already refer-red. The commission recommended that
regular seminars be held for the legal profession to assist lawyers in dealing with child
witnesses, and the Law Society's continuing legal education committee has already acted
upon this recommendation. In conjunction with the Advisory and Coordinating Committee
on Child Abuse, it has conducted a major seminar entitled, 'Sex, Lies and Videotapes -
Children in the Witness-Box". Other seminars are under consideration.
Implementation of the Law Reform Commission's recommendations relating to preparation
and support of child witnesses is being undertaken in conjunction with the Minister for
Community Services. This Bill deals with matters of major community concern, particularly
in the area of child abuse.
I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bradshaw.

PORT KENNEDY DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from 7 May.
MR LEWIS (Applecross) [4.20 pm): At the commencement of my remarks on this Bill I
put firmly on the record that the Liberal Opposition has left no stone unturned in its
considerations on this matter before making a decision. It has gone to extreme lengths in
analysing the situation to achieve a result which will be of ultimate benefit to the citizens of
Western Australia. The Liberal Opposition supports the intentions of the Bill and recognises
the need for recreational and tourist development at Port Kennedy or, as it is also known,
Becher Point. However, the Opposition has two areas of concern: The commerciality of the
proposition with regard to the agreement to be passed, and the environmental matters, which
could probably be sorted out during the implementation of the agreement. However, the Bill
contains a flaw that would need to be corrected in order to protect the area in the period
between the time the agreement is passed and the site is handed over to the proponents.
When considering the decision made on this matter by the Opposition, it must be understood
that this is Crown land. It is unique in a geographical sense, and certainly people in the
environmental movement consider it to be unique environmentally, although topographically
it leaves something to be desired. As mentioned in the second reading speech, that is perhaps
the reason no development has taken place on that land over the years. We should focus on
the fact that it is Crown land comprising approximately 740 hectares, which in 1953 was
proclaimed a townsite. Since that time the proposals for its use have been somewhat
chequered. In 1955 it was proposed to be residential land, in 1977 it was proposed for
recreation, and in 1978 a design concept was put together by the then Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority. I believe that design concept is probably the brief-that put in place the
current proposal, although it may have been somewhat narrower. In the 1978 report by the
authority on the Port Kennedy regional recreational centre it was proposed that the townsite
classification be cancelled and the area proclaimed an A class reserve for recreation. At the
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same rime it was proposed that the metropolitan region scheme be amended to reserve the
whole of the Port Kennedy townsite for parks and recreation. There was firm resolve at that
time as to the recreational position for that land.
That, of course, has changed and in 1983 the area was referred to in the System 6 report. It
was suggested that it had some unique features from an environmental point of view and in
1985, under Premier Burke's Administration, people were invited to express interest in
developing the site for recreational pursuits on the basis of the 1978 plan. However, there
was an added sweetener that 10 hectares of land would be granted free of cost to the
developers if a satisfactory development were carried out. It is important that members
understand that condition. A total of 17 proponents expressed interest and three were
selected. Finally, the current proponent, Fleuds Pry Ltd, was successful after a great deal of
persistence and tenacity in its efforts to steer the Government through the course of the
design concept and the paybacks for completing the project. It has now eventuated that the
proponent will be granted 25 hectares of freehold land, subject to a staged development, or
handover on the basis of certain progress on 210 hectares of leasehold land under the Land
Act, with a lease for 50 years and options of extensions for a further 25 years. In anyone's
terms, that is a 75 year lease which in these days to all intents and purposes could be
considered freehold. The agreement contains certain conditions regarding performance
which are related to the granting of the Crown land but it should be understood by members
that it is intended that 240 holiday units will be built on the leasehold land, a town centre will
be constructed with 25 residential lots basically for the people working in the area, together
with a 2 000 metre commercial centre which will encompass a tavern, liquor outlet, food,
pharmacy, boutique, and those sorts of shops. It is also planned to build administrative
offices. An area will be set aside for a community hall but no specification has been made
on its size. It is proposed that there will be public toilets and two golf courses - one private
and the other public - together with the infrastructure required, such as parking, sewerage,
roads, electricity and so on. The freehold land will be granted to the developer on the basis
of performance in accordance with the ratio set out within the agreement. A formula has
been set out on the basis of the value of the 25 hectares of land compared with the total value
of the project, and as stages of the development are completed a proportion of the land will
be granted. The only criticism of that facet of the Crown grant and of the other points I could
glean from the agreement relates to the 225 room, five star tourist hotel development
alongside the private golf course with private club facilities, together with the serviced
holiday units- I have not been able to pick up exactly how many serviced holiday units will
be built on the prime waterfront lots that will be created, known as lots seven and eight.
Other lots are also associated with the 25 ha that will be granted over time, and it is not clear
from the legislation or from the agreement - it may be known to the Government - what is
intended for the remaining portion of that 25 ha.
The agreement really amounts to the fact that the public of Western Australia are prepared to
grant 25 ha in fee simple and for 75 years a further 210 ha leasehold, yet what will the public
get out of it? This development will undoubtedly be a first class tourist facility, which will
provide affordable accommodation for Western Australians, in the same way that Rottniesr
does, and a place for people to relax during their holidays. The Liberal Party recognises that
that is a worthwhile objective and will support this project if that is what will occur at the end
of the day. However, we are concerned about what will happen at the end of the day and
about whether the guarantees associated with this project will be honoured.
I have great concern for the proponent, Fleuris Pty Ltd, which has been battling with the
Government for seven years. One must give Fleuris top marks for tenacity and for trying to
pursue and achieve its goal. It cannot be denied that the proposal is entrepreneurial, and it
has a considerable way to go. If this agreement Bill is not ratified by the Parliament, I
believe the Government will have a responsibility to recompense Fleuris to a reasonable
degree for its costs and for the time that it has put into developing this proposal. It must be
remembered that Fleuris was a partner with the Western Australian Development
Corporation, and unfortunately one of the problems associated with the project is the fact -
and I choose my words carefully - that the agreement was founded in the WA Inc mould in
that the guarantees to protect the State's assets were not put in place. For that reason, while
we support the intent of the legislation, we cannot support the Bill, on the basis that the
agreement cannot be amended via an amendment to the Bill, and the only other course of
07109 4
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action is that the Bill will have to fail so the agreement does not pass. We would like to pass
the agreement. The Liberal Party is pmo-development, and we will go out of our way and to
all extremes to try to put in place development projects that are soundly based and beneficial
to Western Australia.
The reason that we cannot pass this agreement is that it contains two serious commercial
flaws, which have been caused by the naivety of the negotiators. I do not blame Fleuris for
trying to put a bias into its side of the agreement. Any business person who is negotiating
with another party will endeavour to get the best of the deal. Firstly, if this Bill is passed, the
agreement will be ratified and the State will be left in a precarious situation further down the
track. I emphasise that there is no animosity or bloody-mindedness on the part of the
Opposition in trying to sink this proposal. We believe that we have a responsibility to the
public and that if this agreement is ratified, we may find ourselves in a position where an
entrepreneur can use the paper enhancement of a Government asset to on-sell that asset and
to make a handsome profit without spending any further capital. We believe that the
proponent should demonstrate its bona fides by investing extensive capital into this project
prior to the beneficiaries or shareholders of Fleuris being able to walk away with a handsome
entrepreneurial profit.
In making those remarks about the project being like a WA Inc deal, I am in no way
reflecting upon the honesty or integrity of the proponent, nor upon the Government or the
Minister who is handling this legislation. It is unfortunate that the legislation has got to this
stage as a result of the naivety of the people who do deals on behalf of the Government and
their not being street smart or commercially smart. A 12-year-old kid could drive a truck
through the flaws in this agreement.
I repeat that the State is virtually giving away 235 ha, or nearly 600 acres, of State-owned,
prime, waterfront land. That land is in the middle of what will be the fastest growing urban
corridor of the Perth metropolitan region, and one must ask, "For what is the State giving it
away?" If the State is to give away that land, it must be absolutely sure that the proponent's
side of the bargain is sound and that the proponent is compelled and obligated by Statute to
undertake what is intended by the agreement. That is where the agreement is flawed.
Mr Shave: You could cite the casino.
Mr LEWIS: One could go back to the casino debate when the Parliament was assured that
60 per cent of the ownership would remain Australian. That agreement has been repudiated
twice by the proponents, and ownership in excess of 60 per cent now resides outside this
country. A unique franchise relating to the casino sits there making money for offshore
interests. My concern, and that of my colleagues, is that it is proposed that this unique
franchise be given to Fleuris Pty Ltd. Unfortunately, the same lack of safeguards that
allowed the casino ownership to be offshore apply to the agreement which will allow this to
happen.
Members should consider the Port Kennedy Development Agreement Bill closely. We shall
do that in detail at the Committee stage. Whoever carried out the negotiations on the
agreement went to extremes, or believed they did, to ensure that five per cent of the
ownership could not change without ministerial approval. That is all very well, but
ownership of what? That is the vital question. Schedule 1, clause 20, Assignment, subclause
(3) provides that ministerial approval is required for a change of more than five per cent of
the beneficial ownership of the issued shares from time to time of the company - but what is
the company? It is Fleuris Pty Ltd. No more than five per cent of the beneficial ownership
of the company - being Fleuris Pty Ltd - can change hands without the approval of the
Minister. However, the crux of the matter is that Fleuris is owned by four proprietary
companies and three individuals: Indo West Finance Pty Ltd controls 62.3 per cent of
Fleuris shares. Nothing in this agreement would stop the transfer of the proprietorial
ownership of Indo West to another party. Indeed, the beneficial ownership of Fleuris will
not change; the five per cent rule will not be breached; but by one transaction - the transfer of
all the shares in lade West Finance Pty Ltd - 62.3 per cent of the ownership of Fleuris
changes. Is that in the spirit of the agreement?
Mr Taylor: I will deal with that as we go through.
Mr LEWIS: The spirit of the agreement was that the development could not be shifted to
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offshore ownership; it could not become entrepreneurial, or have up front profits taken and
the proponents move out without spending a dollar, and take a handsome, up front profit
while the new owners - under the guise of Agenda Holdings or Indo West - sell out and sit
there for four years waiting for the market to mature. The fundamental flaw in the agreement
is that there is no protection for the people of Western Australia who axe giving away 235
hectares of prime land. That is one of the principal reasons the Opposition cannot accept the
agreement.
Itris interesting that four other people have ownership of 1. 1 per cent, 1. 1 per cent, 0.04 per
cent and 5.3 per cent; including the two principal proponents, Mr Lukin and Mr Sheehan, the
directors of Fleuris, can sell their shares tomorrow. They do not need ministerial approval.
Is this not another WA Inc deal where people can receive a franchise, paper enhanced with
environmental approval by the Government, and we pass special legislation in the form of
this Bill to rezone the land without going through the rezoning process? The legislation will
close roads, create roads, and create lots - all on the signing of the plan as provided in this
Bill - and the moment the Bill passes the proponents can sell on quite properly. Not for one
moment do I criticise the proponents for their wanting to do that. If I were a proponent I
would want that option. The point is that it is an option that can be exercised at their
discretion without any obligation to this State, other than a moral obligation.
The second commercial reason that the Opposition cannot support the agreement is that the
Government- has negotiated a staging of the granting of the 25 hectares based on the ratio of
the value of the work that has been carried out to the total proposed value as opposed to that
determined by the Valuer General of the whole 25 hectares. An area of 25 hectares probably
would contain about 2.5 to three high schools. It is a large parcel of land. If one developed
it as urban lots one would probably end up with 250 lots; so we are not talking about a small
parcel. It is a handsome endowment to be granted. The grant is staged, but the catch is that
the proponents have the sole discretion as to how the development will be staged. The
development needs ministerial approval; indeed the whole development program needs the
approval of the Crown or of the Minister of the day, although it could take up to four years to
get that approval. It is a convoluted procedure, but a proper procedure. My criticism is that
four years is a generous time frame, bearing in mind the developers have been fooling around
for seven years. It could take another four years to start turning dirt. Perhaps it will not, but
the option is there to wait until 30 June 1996 before they need to get on with the job,
depending on the market. Ff1I were a smart developer I would rake the option of developing
the project when the market best suited me. Not for one moment do I ridicule the company
for that.
The flaw in the agreement is that the company has the ability to elect which part of the,
project it will undertake. It is my understanding that, after the Minister has approved the
concept and the financial plans of the company, the company can pick the cherry off the cake
and say that it will pour its financial resources into a particular area. Then it can go to the
Governiment and say that it has carried out five, 10 or 25 per cent of the development and ask
for a 0-own grant of the ratio of that capital input. Under the tentms of the agreement the
Crown grant must be made. The development company could then say to the Government
that it has run into some financial snags and it could walk away from the agreement. It has
got land for nothing, and a couple of hundred high quality apartments sitting on prime
foreshore land, which is owned by the company in fee simple, and which, for the duration of
the two year agreement, could be let as time share apartments like the Vines Resort. I am not
saying that that is what will happen, or that that is the intention of the company; I am
pointing out a flaw in the agreement. If the people of Western Australia are to give away
235 ha of Crown land that once was considered good enough to be an A class reserve for
recreation purposes under the Metropolitan Region Planning Scheme, surely the conditions
of the development of that land must be tightened up. It is not good enough that those
loopholes remain. We should have learnt a lesson from the naive and untidy mess that is
WA Inc, for which this State will be paying for the next 10 years. The other flaw in the
commerciality of this agreement should be remedied when the agreement is renegotiated.
The Liberal Party would like to see this agreement renegotiated because it has merit; it is
good, it creates jobs. The development, as proposed in the agreement, will be good for
Western Australia and the region. I do not accept the proposal for an additional four years'
time frame to be determined by the Minister should the development plan not be in place by
30 June.
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Mr Taylor: It says that it is at such later date as the parties agree.
Mr LEWIS: That is at the Minister's discretion. It may be that as from Christmas 1993
another four years could be added for the development's design and financing to be worked
up. The developer would have another four years in which to on-sell it. That is too lenient
and the proposal should be negotiated on a shorter time framne. If the developer cannot get its
act together within two years it must show good reason before any extension is granted. The
other commercial factor which must be renegotiated is the consideration of market or ground
rental after 25 years to a company which has been granted 25 ha of freehold land and 210 ha
of leasehold land; that is not very smart. A 25 year rent free period is an absolute gift and
from a commercial point of view could only be considered to be dopey. I have grave
reservations about the value placed on the land. For the purpose of the agreement a valuation
of $25 000 a hectare has been placed on the land by the Valuer General. However, to bring
that figure into perspective, 10 urban allotments can be developed from one hectare of land.
I do not know the current value of an urban allotment on the waterfront at Rockinghami, but I
suggest it would be in the vicinity of $30 000 or $40 0100, so the valuation of $25 000 a
hectare as cited in the agreement is a nonsense. The Valuer General should be able to do
better than that.
The Bill contains flaws not only in its commercial aspects but also in its impact on the
environment. Clause 6 of the Bill will result in the land comprising the development area
being removed from the reserve which is set aside under the Soil and Land Conservation Act
for the time it takes the company to work out its financial and development plans. The
management of that fragile area will be void and there will be no statutory jurisdiction until
the management plan is in place. That is not reasonable and the Liberal Party will endeavour
here or in another place to ensure that the land is not left in limbo and that soil conservation
management continues for that developmental area. Valid concerns have been expressed by
the environmental movement, particularly by the Conservation Council of Western Australia,
about this project and the Liberal Party has gone to extremes to take counsel on this matter.
Mr Gordon Hill: You are extremists.
Mr LEWIS: Has the member not been listening?
Mr Kierath: No, he has not. He is more interested in his real estate developments.
Mr LEWIS: We have gone to extremes to balance the arguments and counter-arguments on
this project. The EPA, the only appeals tribunal put in place under the environmental
Statutes, placed 22 conditions on the project before giving the thumbs up to the agreement.
Those conditions recognise the effects of a marina on the ecology of Warnbro Sound, the
whitebait nursery, the movement of the beach, the seagrass and all of the many other valid
concerns that have been expressed. I understand also that the agreement recognises the
concerns of the EPA. I am not sure, though, whether the marina should be constructed in the
usual marina form. I accept that boating facilities are needed there. However, I do not know
whether the marina should be a hard wall marina; I am not in a position to judge that. I
suggest that, before the marina is constructed, the legislation and the agreement should deal
with that matter. I compliment the Government for ensuring that investigations will be
carried out to find out whether the development will be detrimental to the area.
Another condition will ensure that the site is free from feral animals. On many occasions in
debates in this place, the member for South Perth has referred to the destruction of fauna and
flora by feral animals. The Opposition believes that, following the excision of the 240 ha,
the remaining 300 ha should be fenced with a vermin proof or other suitable fence to prevent
feral animals from entering the area.
All of those martens should be sorted out before the Bill is passed. The Liberal Opposition
will vote against the Bill because the agreement is flawed. I do not believe the Government
or the Minister understands many of the commercial realities of such a project. There is no
guarantee to the public of Western Australia that an up-front, entrepreneurial profit will not
be taken at day one, that ownership will not be transferred offshore, or that the agreement
will restrict the developer from taking a profitable part of the development at his discretion
and then removing himself from the agreement. There is no guarantec that he will not sit on
five, 10 or 15 ha of prime waterfront land that he will get for nothing and walk away from
the agreement.
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The House should consider my comments and refuse to pass this Bill in the farm in which it
has been presented. I ask the Government to withdraw the Bill and tnegotiate the
agreement. We will then be able to get on with creating work opportunities in that part of the
State.
MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [5.05 pm]: If I were an
entrepreneur and decided to develop land in the hope that I could make a profit out of it, the
last thing I would do would be to build a five star hotel in this economic climate; the second
last thing I would do would be to build a private golf course; and the third last thing I would
do would be to build a public golf course. If members wanted me to put another project on
that list, it would be to construct a public marina. However, that appears to be the
proposition on which this agreement is based. The Government has reached an agreement
with a company to give that company access to 210 ha of land and to acquire progressively
25 ha of freehold land on the understanding that it build a five star hotel, a manina, a private
golf course attached to the hotel, and a public golf course.
Mr Lewis: Holiday units also.
Mr COWAN: The member for Applecross has reminded me that holiday units will also be
constructedt.
Dispensing with my opinion about what someone wanting to make a lot of money might or
might not do, we will now consider the origins of this proposal. I am sure that, even though
you will not be declaring a pecuniary interest in this matter, Mr Speaker, as the House's
arbitrator presiding over this debate, you will declare an interest.
The SPEAKER: A big interest.
Mr COWAN: This proposal originated in 1978.
Mr Taylor: It goes back to 197 1.
Mr COWAN: My researcher has informed me that it surfaced when the then Town Planning
Department was commissioned by the Government to report on that area of land and to
submit a proposal on its use. I understand that, with some exceptions. the proposal that was
put forward by the Town Planning Department in 1978 is the basis upon which this
development has been proposed. I understand that in 1985 the Government called for
expressions of interest from the State Planning Commission as it was then called.
The SPEAKER: The interim management committee called for expressions of interest.
Mr COWAN: It was certainty done with the approval of Cabinet.
The SPEAKER: The interim management committee did it as part of the executive
management process. The Town Planning Commission assisted with the executive side.
Mr COWAN: I believe that 17 applications were made, but I cannot confirm that.
Mr Taylor: That is correct.
Mr COWAN: From there Fleuris Pty Ltd was called on to develop its proposal. I am not
sure how, but the company was persuaded to enter into a joint venture related to this land
with the Western Australian Development Corporation. I amn not sure what the Western
Australian Development Corporation's proposal was, but I know that it involved the
preparation of an environmental management review program. I do not know the extent of
its involvement outside that matter. Now the development corporation has been liquidated, I
understand the rights to this development go specifically and exclusively to Fleuris Pty Ltd.
This Bill not only outlines the development of a specific area of land, but also deals with the
development of the region as a whole. That involves a much greater area than that proposed
for development under the agreement between the Government and Fleuris Pty Ltd. In fact,
quite a bit of tidying up needs to be done. Members who have examined the Bill wI see that
it is in four parts and has two schedules. The first and second parts of the Bill deal with the
agreement between Fleuris Pty Ltd and its ratification. Part 3 relates to the changes required
to facilitate development of the area.
The Bill contains a great number of additional provisions which do not relate merely to the
development of the land assigned to Fleuris Pty Ltd. I believe that most people will be
pleased about this, except those who have shacks in the area. The Bill makes provisions for
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(hose shacks to be removed. I look forward with interest to action being taken to put that
desire into effect. Difficulties are associated with the removal of squatters' shacks, if one
takes cognisance of happenings in other places. If one goes along the northern part of the
coast one finds squatters' shacks which were constructed by professional fishermen during
the fishing season. They were followed by a wave of recreational fishermen who decided
that if it was good enough for the professionals to build those shacks it was good enough for
them to erect similar squatters' huts along the coast. Such decisions have resulted in
community developmenL- Those communities have their own rules and behave like most
communities. However, they have the problem of having no legal status for being where
they are.
Governments have always found it difficult to remove squatters' huts along the coastline.
The only place any great success in removing shacks was achieved was on the
Commznriwealth's land on Garden Island. I know that a number of settlements north of Perth
are -=:d by professional and recreational fishermen and are an accepted part of the
landscene. Part 3 of the Bill also imposes a number of requirements on the Government to
de.7.l wvith parcels of land other than the 230 or 240 hectares of land to be set aside for

deW -zzment by Fleuris Pty Ltd. That is commendable in many respects. However, it is
irn2 :r-;ant chat we do not follow the path taken in the development of Kwinana, Fremantle
and Coogee where members of the public were denied access to a large percentage of the
coastal snrip. I understand that great care has been taken with this development to ensure that
most of the foreshore is available to the public.
Mr Taylor: That is correct.
Mr COWAN: From my reading of the Bill, most of the foreshore is available to the public
except for 400 or 500 metres. which is pant of the development.
Mr TAYLOR: You are right.
Mr COWAN: It seems to me that the intent of the legislation is clear. We have learnt
lessons from the past. One of them is that it is inappropriate to lock up parts of the foreshore
from the public. It is important that the public has free access to the foreshore in the region
under discussion.
I turn now to the economy of Western Australia and the role the State Government must play
to ensure that the State's economy is kicked along. We have all heard and read a fair amount
of hype coming from Canberra about the need to promote the development of jobs. One of
the criticisms levelled at the Federal Budget is that most of the jobs that will be created by
the expenditures outlined in it will be artificial and once the money runs out the jobs will
disappear; that is, nothing lasting will be created to provide continuing jobs for people. I
have reservations about the profitability of a five star hotel or an associated private or public
golf course in this area. I am a little less concerned about the profitability of a holiday
village in the area because a great number of Western Australians take their holidays in the
area under discussion. In fact, I believe the area makes some claim to being the playground
of the State. That claim would be disputed by Bunbury or Busselton, I think. Nonetheless, I
believe a deal of demand exists for holiday villages in the region.
I am not sure whether there is any expectation chat the company will receive funds for the
use of the marina and I would like some reassurance from the Minister for State
Development that the marina will be reasonably open and available to the public for their
boats and will not become an exclusive plaything for people who can afford high pen fees or
charges of that nature. A facility like this must have the theme of public access flowing right
through. There is not much point in putting emphasis on getting access to the foreshore if in
building the marina access is given only to an exclusive number of people.
This is a development proposal. It certainly has risks and no-one would suggest for one
moment that Governments are adept at picking winners, but someone has put forward a
development proposal. It has been very carefully scrutinised over a long period. With a
development of this nature we are likely to find lasting jobs delivered to the people of
Western Australia. There will be jobs related, in the first instance, to the construction phase
of the project, and, in the second instance, to the maintenance and upkeep of the hotel and the
golf course. On that basis it could be readily acknowledged thac permanent jobs will be
made available through a proposal such as this.
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Same doubt has been expressed by my colleagues in the Liberal Party about the relationship
of this development project to WA Inc. If anybody were sensitive to WA Inc proposals it
would be members of the National Party, for one simple reason: Although if members go
back to the days when the Western Australian Development Corporation legislation was
introduced into this place they will see there was not one dissenting voice in either this or the
other place about its establishment, for some reason the National Party seems to get the
blame for the establishment of the WADC. I do not know how it happened, but it did; so we
are very cautious in respect of issues which might carry a trace, of WA Inc deals. Even
though the record shows that the WADC was established without any dissent in either House
of Parliament, the National Party appears to be carrying the can for that, and we do not like it
very much. So we are somewhat sensitive to claims about a project's being labelled as
having the taint of WA Inc about it, For that reason we have examined this issue very
cairefully and, while we can understand that the accusation can be very readily made, it is my
view that it has no substance.
It is my view also that this is as balanced a development proposal as can be put forward by
anybody at this time, and on that basis it can be supported. I acknowledge that we will never
satisfy the people who believe that environmentally this project should not proceed and that
the environment should be protected at all times. I think many members will have been very
disappointed to read the feature article that appeared recently in The West Australian and to
see the pictures that were taken. No balance was given to the story in that the writer of the
article did not go over the hill and look at the squatters' settlement or the damage caused by
the use of off-road vehicles in that region. No objectivity was put into that argument; it was
an argument based on the retention of the whole of that area for environmental purposes. Mr
Speaker, both you and I know that whenever someone wants to have development in this
State it will have some impact on land use and consequently on the environment. On that
basis we must make some sacrifice of some areas of land.
The SPEAKER: Order! A number of members on each side of the House seem determined
to have discourse so as to interfere with everybody else's opportunity to hear the member on
his feet. I ask them not to continue.
Mr COWAN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Whenever we make a decision about development
there will always be some outcry by the environmental lobby. That is as it shouild be,
because they are doing their job. We have all witnessed the outcry that took place in the
Haniersley Range area when Haniersley Iron Pty Ltd wanted to proceed with the Marandoo
development. I have no doubt that the same will occur when the Yakabindie proposal comes
before this Parliament. It will be so, because people are becoming much more
environmentally aware.
I have looked at the agreement, and I cannot say I am 100 per cent satisfied with it but I
believe very strongly that it contains enough safeguards to make this a worthwhile project. I
cannot comment on whether the project will succeed, but that is a risk that every developer
and everybody who becomes involved in projects such as this must take. Quite rightly, this
risk is being transferred to private enterprise; that, too, is as it should be. This State needs
jobs and developments of this kind. I am not sure whether it will be as profitable as many
would like because I think we are flooded with five star hotels at the moment; nevertheless,
that is the risk the developers will rake. If they want to take that risk we should allow them
to do so. I believe the environmental constraints are there. I will be very disappointed if
someone proves to me as the development takes place that they are not, because it is my view
that the safeguards have been built into the agreement. I want the House to understand that,
while we recognise the risks associated with this project, we discount the fact that it has any
association with WA Inc deals. We believe that the safeguards contained in the agreement
with respect to environmental conditions are satisfactory and, as a result, because of the jobs
it will provide and because this is the sort of development we need to encourage investment
in this State, the National Party supports this legislation.

[Questions without notice taken.]
Sitting suspended from 6.0) to 7.30 pm

MR KIOERATH (Riverton) [7.34 prn: At the outset I want to make clear my views on the
whole development at Pant Kennedy. If I had any say in the matter, I would not allow the
development as proposed to go ahead. If I could start with a clean slate, I would prefer a
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regional park to be established which would conserve most of the areas about which people
have environmental concerns. I would prefer a low key development similar to the original
Rottniesc Island development, with family style accommodation units aimed at the lower end
of the scale rather than five star resort style accommodation. I also strongly oppose the use
of a rock wall marina because of its possible effect on Warabro Sound. It would be possible
to provide most of the berthing and boating facilities required by using a pier type
development rather than the rock wall.marina, and I will elaborate on that point at a later
stage. Also I would like a fence to be erected to keep feral animals out of the conservation
area, and a study centre to be established.
One of the areas of major concern with regard to this proposal is the use of Crown land. On
either side of this area is privately owned land which is ripe for development; however, no
development is takcing place on that privately owned land. Once again, some people - I am
not suggesting it is the proponents - are eying off Crown land because they view it as a cheap
source of land. People on my side of politics are usually in favour of and generally support
private development. Therein lies the key. We should not readily give up our Crown land
because it is rather like the Crown jewels - very valuable property which should be
transferred only if the State receives the maximum benefit from that transfer.
I outlined my general position in this matter because the Liberal Party spokesman for the
environment, Hon Phillip Pendal, has put forward a plan which I am compelled to support.
If I had my way I would not support it, but it goes a long way towards accommodating many
of the concerns I have about this development. Some of the simple conditions in this Pendal
plan are: Approval should be given for tourist related buildings; the plans for a marina
should be dropped; one golf course rather than two should be constructed; the development
area should be made subject to all environmental laws, including the Soil and Land
Conservation Act; deletion from the Goverament-Reuris agreement of the proposal to allow
a Minister to vary the agreement at will; and the erection of a substantial fence to protect the
400 ha scientific park from invasion by feral animals. He stated also that he would seek
assurances that none of the development site, all of which is Crown land, would be sold
overseas, and that we would leave no stone unturned in our efforts to be well informed prior
to making a decision. You will be aware, Mr Speaker, that a number of members of our
party attended numerous briefings on this matter to try to ensure that we were well informed
before we debated this Bill in the House.
The SPEAKER: Order! The people on my right arc creating some difficulty for Hansard in
reporting this debate. This is an important debate.
Mr K[ERAT-: Mr Speaker, this is an important debate; that is one thing on which you and I
agree. Secondly, it is unusual that the Hansard reporter should have difficulty hearing me.
I believe that the plan we have put forward is an attempt to strike a balance. It is not a
negative plan. We are not saying that we oppose this project outright. We are crying to be
constructive and to accommodate the views of different people. We have no difficulty with
the tourist style of development, and we do not see any problems with that on the northern
part of the site. However, I have grave concern about the southern area of the site.
I turn now to what I call the conservation plan, in order to draw members' attention to the
plan put forward by the Conservation Council of Western Australia. The council states that
Port Kennedy, or Becher Point in particular, is a natural cusp that has been formed on the
coastline by drifting sand - basically in a narrow channel between the reefs outside and the
coastline - which has accumulated and been carried along by the currents which have swept
up the west coast. The area is a remarkable record of coastal geomorphology or, in more
common terms, is a snapshot over time of the development of the associated wetlands and
the point itself. We can see from that the various climatic and sea level changes that have
occur-red over many years. Becher Point also protects Warnbro Sound. I believe that
Warnbro Sound is even more important than Becher Point. We know that storms often
sweep in across the ocean, particularly from the south west, and Becher Point offers some
protection to Warnbro Sound. Sea grasses have established in Warnbro Sound, and nurseries
have developed for whitebait and other fish. Mr Speaker, we both know that the seals and,
more importantly, the penguins from Penguin Island feed on those fish.
The term "Port Kennedy" has been used to describe the area that surrounds Becher Point, and
it includes coastal dune and heath land. I think the proper name to describe that type of land
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formation is the Quindalup dune system. There are not many areas in the State which are a
good record of that type of land formation and dune system, but that is one area, and that is
what sets it apart. I remember that I read about the coastline and asked Fleuris Pry Ltd for
some details about it. Fleuris replied that we have 12 500 km of coastline, and that is true,
but the scientific people to whom I have spoken have all suggested that this is the only
remaining example of this type of system, when we take into account the currents that come
up from the south.
Most people who have a scientific interest in this matter believe that the area is significant. I
do not believe that is in dispute. Most of the disagreement about this proposal is in respect of
how much of the area we should conserve and what sort of significance should be attached to
it. This area is valuable for its wetlands, vegetation, and flora and fauna, although I believe
that the fauna is probably a less important element. The Becher Point area protects and
enhances the Warnbro Marine Park. The Conservation Council believes that the Point
Kennedy area should be managed as a regional park and come under the control of the
Department of Conservation and Land Management. The Conservation Council also refers
to the flora and fauna.
I notice that the proponent has mentioned the fact that some of the area has been degraded in
the past and has been used. I have inspected that area, and!I must agree, but I also pay tribute
to the Pan Kennedy Land Conservation District Committee for the effort that it has put into
the area. I was pleased to notice that areas have been cleaned up and that areas which have
not been used for a while are showing some signs of natural rehabilitation.
Another important feature of the case for conservation is the geomorphology of the area. I
refer to a report entitled, "The Environmental and Landscape Audit of the South West, North
West and North East Corridors of the Perth Metropolitan Area", which was commissioned by
the Minister for the Environment. I find it interesting that the Minister for State
Development has not made that report available in the public arena. I asked the Minister
questions about that report.
Mr Taylor: I do not have that report.
Mr KIERATH: It is available. That is the reason that I asked the Minister questions about it,
and he said that he was not await of it. The Minister should have made himself aware of this
report, but I do not want to get sidetracked now on -

The SPEAKER: Something that is not important.
Mr Kierath: It was not as important because I was able to get a copy of that report and see it
for myself. Having read the report, I can understand why there was some concern about
putting it in the public arena.
Mr Taylor: I have not seen it.
Mr KIERATH: Perhaps I can make a copy available.
It is interesting to note that there are large private landholdings both to the north and to the
south of this piece of land. The area is important for its recreational value to the locals and
also for its conservation value, and I believe that a management plan could be drawn up
carefully to accommodate all of those interests. Therefore, I do not oppose the project
outright, but major changes should be made. The Minister for the Environment, after
listening to the submissions of the Environmental Protection Authority and other bodies,
finally referred the matter to an appeals board. The report of that appeals board has not been
released, and I ask the Minister to make available that report or table it so that we will know
what is recommended and how it proposes to deal with this matter.
The EPA stated that a number of studies are required and that certain conditions should be
imposed on this development. I am concerned, however, that any studies that are conducted
may be manufactured to give certain results. My concern is based on the fact that a study
was supposed to have been conducted on a piece of land at Canning Vale in respect of some
species of orchid which were on the rare and endangered species list. Merely to state that a
study should be conducted does not provide protection in itself because a report may get
bogged down in the system and nothing eventuate. I notice that the land at Canning Vale is
now being rezoned, even though no study has proved that the orchid species can be
cultivated and put back into the wild. What will happen if the Port Kennedy development
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proceeds and some of the studies that are conducted do not trn up the desired results? I
believe that those studies will be manipulated in such a way that they will not prevent either
the project from going ahead or major modifications from occurring. That is my concern. It
is not aimed at any one Minister. It is aimed at the bureaucracy because once the project is
up and running it will be difficult to stop. We could have major problems in future.
Mr Speaker, you will be aware of the number of signatures on petitions I have presented in
this place on this matter. You may be interested in one presented today which contained
about 1 400 signatures. I have been assured that the signatures were taken at the
Rockingham shopping centre.
The SPEAKER: Would the member be interested to know that 1 200 employees work at the
shopping centre, apart from the thousands of people who go there?
Mr KIERATH: I do not think they were the employees who were going to work at different
times from when the signatures were being collected.
The SPEAKER: It took a week to collect the signatures.
Mr KIERATH: I do not want to spend any more time on the case for conservation, although
I enjoy the interchange here regarding this development. I return now to the proposal by
Fleuris Pty Ltd. That proposal is inappropriate for the site. It should be given a different
emphasis. I strongly oppose the rock wall marina which, according to the scientific evidence
I have obtained, will alter the coastal currents and cause a change in the ecology of Warnbro
Sound. When one stands on the foreshore at Warnbro one can see the complete picture. I
cannot remember the source but some person with the appropriate background estimated that
within 40 or 50 years we will witness the disappearance of 25 metres of the other side of the
sound. That 25 metres includes the dunes and Safety Bay Road up to where it nears Penguin
Island. Not only would it include the front part of the shore and the first line of dunes but
also it would take in the first line of houses over the next 40 years. We all know what
happened at Mandurah when a groyne was built which interfered with the flow of the current
along the coast. I strongly oppose the proposal for a rock wall marina.
Golf courses require a lot of water, fertilisers, nutrients, chemicals, pesticides and herbicides
to maintain them in pristine condition. The proponents of the project wanted two golf
courses and I can understand that because the courses must be marketed overseas in an
attempt to entice international tourists to the State. However, the inclusion of the second golf
course crosses the line between sensitive and tasteful development and one that goes too far.
I realise that the proponents will try to put the courses inside the dunes and the lower parts of
the wetlands but they will interfere substantially with the wetlands.
Many local and metropolitan residents use the area for recreation and fishing, bird watching,
swimming and boating. Also, squatter shacks have been erected in the area. I am rather
envious of anyone who has a squatter shack. It would be a lovely place in which to have a
holiday shack. In fairness to the Conservation Council it did not only knock some parts of
the development; it also proposed some suggestions basically along the lines of a
management plan to allow a regional park, low key development, access to boats, and to
safeguard the fragile dune system. We can allow boating facilities without disturbing the
ecology of the Warnbro Sound. In all of that, the Conservation Council says that
development can occur provided that it is tasteful.
The proponents have indicated that the marina was not requested by them. It was a condition
of the project in the first place. I am yet to find any evidence that a rock wall marina is
necessary for the site. These days we hear criticism about imprest accounts. A couple of
years ago I toured some developments in the United States of America on my imptest
account. In Florida I saw pier type developments. In San Francisco I saw the famous Pier 39
development. It is fantastic what can be done with pier type developments. I have examined
the plan of the proposal to build a development on the ocean front and it can be
accommodated by a pier type development instead of a rock wall development. That
proposal should be addressed up front. If it were, all the problems associated with current
flow and dhe problems with Warnbmo Sound, seagrasses and the whitebait hatchery, would
disappear overnight.
The SPEAKER: You have indicated that subject to the exclusion of a rock wall marina - that
is, having a pier type development instead - you would be in a position to support the project;
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but what sort of protection can be offered to boats in the marina from north west storms by a
pier type development?
Mr KIERATH: You are right, Mr Speaker. Boats will not get full protection from the north
west storms. However, with north west storms they will not get much more protection from
a rock wall marina. The Hillarys Boat Harbour offers boats protection, and that area has pier
type development as well as a rock wall. We will have some difficulties with major storms
but we always have that difficulty in the boating world. No marina is completely protected
from major storms, but a pier will provide a buffer between the full force of the storm and
the boats.
I saw developments on both the west coast and the east coast of the United States. In Florida
recently people have experienced the largest hurricane this century, and I always equate
hurricanes with our cyclones. Pier type development should provide the facilities required in
the area - and provide perhaps not 100 per cent but 75 to 80 per cent protection. More
importantly, it should be safety first; no-one would like to see the destruction of Warnbro
Sound. That area is included in a marine park and it is important to look after and protect the
area.
Another major concern is the Crown land situation. I am gravely concerned about the grant
of 25 hectares. The member for Applecross outlined our concerns very well. As to the golf
courses, the Sanwa development at The Vines Resort includes two golf courses. In order to
obtain the profile for the development and to market the area overseas they needed a major
golf tournament. I understand that it is necessary to have 36 holes to run a major golf
tournament. That is the reason for the two courses in the Port Kennedy project area, and it
also indicates that the resort will be marketed mainly overseas. I do not knock that proposal.
However, the Sanwa development has run into difficulties in finding sponsors for the
tournament. It has been necessary to go to overseas companies to obtain the money to
sponsor the tournament.
The Warnbro wetlands are almost like snapshots. One can see the initial formation of
wetlands right through to well established wetlands, and everything in between. It is a
perfect area in which to study and to understand the formations and the time frames involved.
As to the proponents' plan, the conservation area shown in the northern section is so small
that it will have no real benefits. I would rather see it eliminated altogether and a greater
area in the southern portion included.
I am in favour of private land development. Peet & Co has land to the north and a
development to the south called Secret Harbour is having financial difficulties. One of the
attractions of the Port Kennedy development is the low cost of arown land, which would
make the numbers stack up. If the company had to purchase private land on the open market
the numbers would not stack up. I would like to see the old style Rottniest Island family
accommodation there. The Port Kennedy proposal went before the Environmental Protection
Authority, which sent it to an appeal board, which sought scientific information. I would
have liked to see the report before the legislation came to this place. I hope the Minister in
the other place is prepared to table that report. I will not mention the involvement of the
Western Australian Development Corporation. As we all know it tried to nose its way in -
some might even refer to it as blackmail - and then it had to get itself out. When I was in
business and I looked at a new venture I would look for people with a track record. I asked
the proponents if they had done any previous development. I do not knock them because
they have not had that previous experience, but I would have been more assured and
confident if they had. I am concerned that concessions will be granted, the project will be
on-sold, and that will be the end of that. I am not blaming the developers. They are in
business and if I were in their position I might be tempted to do the same.
The SPEAKER: It was legislated against.
Mr KIERATH: The member for Applecross clearly pointed out that is not the case.
Mr C.J. Barnett: The legislation has deficiencies.
Mr KIERATH: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has put it more kindly than 1. There
was an attempt to try' to prevent it, but the wording of the legislation has some deficiencies.
Before I can give the development my full approval I would like to see the appeal board
report tabled. The proposed marina should be excluded from the project because I think that
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any scientific study will show its construction will have an effect. A rock wall marina will
destroy Warnbro Sound and the seagrass in Warnbro Sound and will cause erosion. I have
tried Co the best of my ability to alert members of this House of chose concerns and any
member who votes in favour of this legislation will have the destruction of Warnbro Sound
on his or her head. I do not support a second golf course. I could live with one golf course,
but I have difficulty with two. I would like to see the conservation area include a feral
animal fence. It is not a matter of just knocking or opposing this project; it is a matter of
saying that the Liberal Party offers qualified support to controlled, tasteful development, but
it cannot support a total resort style development at this stage unless those concerns are
addressed. The liberal Party would like to see development occur, but with changed
conditions. Unfortunately, the Bill was brought to this House in such a form that we cannot
amend the agreement; all we can do is support or reject the Bill. I have tried in a reasonable
and rational way to outline my concerns about the project and hope that someone might see
the light and vary that agreement to take into account those concerns.
DR ALEXANDER (Perth) [8.04 pm]: I have studied the Hill in some detail and I have
familiarised myself with the area. I have many reservations about the development as it is
proposed. Some of those reservations have already been referred to by previous speakers,
particularly the member for Riventon. On the environmental side, as a planner with a
concern for the environment, I believe that the development proposed is too intensive for the
site. It does not pay enough - although I recognise it does pay considerable - attention to the
importance of preserving and, more importantly, conserving the environment of that area. I
appreciate the briefings which have been provided, and they have helped me to get a better
understanding of the project. The matter is put forward as an argument of development
versus conservation. It is said by some who support the development wholeheartedly, and
particularly those who write frequently to all politicians - and a letter arrived for me today, as
I guess it did for others, underlining this point - that we should look at the economic benefits
of the proposal. That is not surprising at a time of high unemployment and obvious
recessionary difficulties all over the region, and particularly the south west metropolitan
region of the State. Nobody can deny that that area has a higher than average unemployment
rate and that it does need projects which will help to solve that problem. However, it is put
forward in this letter that this sont of project will solve unemployment problems and will be
of immense economic benefit to the State and it alleges that, if one opposes or has
reservations about the project, one is anti-development. I do not think that is the case
necessarily, certainly not in my case. Previous plans drawn for this area over a period of 20
or more years were much mome appropriate to the environment than what is being produced
by a proponent which, however professional, obviously wants to make money - which is the
basis of its involvement. In the process of stacking up a development project for that area
too many concessions have been made, so what is now proposed is almost an international-
type tourist development rather than what is alleged to be a Rottniesc style regional recreation
centre. What does a Rottnest style development mean? Presumably, it is supposed to
conjure up in our minds a picture of the Rottnest we all know, the low key development that
does by and large fit in with the environment, and that is supposedly accessible to the
ordinary person. Rottnest is no longer accessible to the ordinary person. I hope the rates
charged at Rottnest will not be a model for the Port Kennedy development, because they are
not affordable to the average working class resident of that area.
Mr Kierath: My vision of Rottnest is the development prior to the 1970s.
Dr ALEXANDER: I do not object to the more recent development on Rottnest Island, the
cottages on the western side of the island, but I believe Rottnest Island has gone beyond the
reach of the average person. When one considers the catchment area for Rottnest Island, a
line can fairly clearly be drawn down the Swan River between Perth and Frernantle. They
are predominantly people with middle to high incomes; certainly not many low income
earners visit Rottnest except perhaps those who go over to camp, and that is a minority. The
Rottnest Island ferry charges are ridiculous. If a Rottnest-style development is proposed for
Port Kennedy, the architectural design might be okay, but for economic accessibility to the
average person in the catchment region for Port Kennedy, if it is intended to charge Rottnest
rates, those people will be sadly disappointed.
One point that I want to raise is that, however low key the development in some respects
might have been, it seems to have gone beyond thaL. For one thing, the State is proposing to
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grant 25 ha of land to the developer to help the economics presumably if the exercise stacks
up, and for another a number of long term leases are involved. I will not go into the financial
aspects of the project in detail because the member for Morley will do that. I wish to come
back to the environmental impact of this development on the area.
Moving away from the Rotmest Island style development - the cottages planned around the
coast and marina area - slightly to the north an international hotel of seven to 10 stories was
proposed. Although it is not quite as high as that now, it is still oriented to the international
tourist market; it will try to draw most of its custom from that area as will the private golf
course attached to the hotel. It is obvious that package holidays of a golfing-coastal nature
will be marketed in South East Asia. That will be its catchment rather than the residents of
the south west corridor. A multistorey hotel, particularly of this scale, in a coastal
environment like this will do enormous damage. If there is to be a hotel at all, it should be
only two or three storeys high. The visual impact of anything higher on the coastline will not
be acceptable. More importantly, the development of a private golf course in conjunction
with the hotel will not only underline the exclusive nature of part of the development, but
will arguably, along with the public golf course next door, have an adverse environmental
impact.
While some of these matters are dealt with in the environmental studies done by the
proponents and by the EPA, I do not believe they have adequately answered questions about
the impact of the development on ground water resources in the area. I know they will
monitor it! However, two golf courses in that area which is already having some ground
water problems from the existing coastal camps to the south will cause further problems.
Certainly, the environmental critics with whom I have been in touch are very keen on
emphasising that point.
It has been argued that the impact on the local heath vegetation in that area will be
devastating. Ground water in general is a precious resource. I do not believe that, in that
area, we should be pulling in a couple of 18 hole golf courses, one private and one public.
which will draw significant amounts of water out of the ground water reserve. When that is
combined with the impact of fertilisers, herbicides and insecticides, there is a danger that the
ground water will be polluted. I have not seen an adequate answer to that in the
environmental studies that have been done other than a denial that there will be a problem
and the suggestion that, if there is a problem, it will be monitored when the authorities
become aware of it! What happens once the ground water reserves become polluted? Where
will the ground water come from then? Where will the private golf course and the public
course draw their water from? They will need a regular water supply in the summer months
when there is no rain to keep them at the high quality demanded by the international market.
The development is therefore overshadowed by this overseas tourist oriented component.
I have had a look at the area on a couple of occasions and I do not think that Port Kennedy is
suitable for this type of international hotel-golf course complex that is required to make the
development a viable proposition for the proponent. I have no argument with a low scale,
low key development in that area. For example, the concept plan which was put forward by
the then Metropolitan Region Planning Authority in December 1978 would have been much
more appropriate. That plan was aimed at a low key style of development, more oriented to
the local residents of the Rockingham, Kwinana, south west corridor rea and would have
been more popular with them as a recreational, holiday resort. I am not suggesting that I
accept all elements of that proposal, because I do not. However, the concept is very different
from the final plan with which we have been presented, particularly in respect of the marina
which has been mentioned already and the hotel-golf course complex. Franly, Perth has
more than its fair share of internationally oriented golf course-hotel complexes, either
constructed or on the drawing boards. I do not think we need another at Port Kennedy. it
seems that the only reason that it is there is to make the development viable for the private
sector and I do not think that is a good way to go, particularly with the dangers that are
inherent in this proposal.
The other aspect of the development is the marina which has been mentioned already by the
member for Riverton. There is a difficulty with that proposal. The proponent is very keen to
underline the fact that he cannot build a marina until certain tests have been undertaken and
until he is able to prove to the environmental authorities that it will not have x, y or z impact
on the seagrass beds and local sand drifts or in relation to the concentration of heavy metals

3773



3774 ASSEMBLY]

and that type of pollution. However, it is clear to me from reading between the lines of the
proponent's submission that the marina is a very important part of the financial aspect of the
project. For a start much of the holiday style development is proposed to be built on fingers
into the ocean from the existing coastline. If all of the development is necessary to make this
a financially viable proposition, how can the Government say on the one hand that he cannot
have the marina until he proves that it will not have those effects but, on the other hand,
agree that the marina is a necessary part of the project? That is a contradiction. It means
inevitably that, if this Bill is passed in its present form, the marina will become a part of the
project regardless of its potentially adverse environmental impact. Therefore, the way the
project is framed and the way the accommodation is disposed along the coastline with fingers
into the sea, it is inevitable that it will become a key part of the project if it gets going in its
proposed form.
The dangers from the environmental impact are fairly clear. It has been suggested that there
could be adverse effects on the seagrass beds in the area. Let us face it, the seagrass in
Cockburn Sound and areas to the south has been very badly damaged over the last 20 to
30 years by industrial and other types of development. We should therefore pay fairly close
attention to any other adverse impact that may occur in that area. It has also been suggested
that the development will impact on sand drifts and the building up of sand on the other side
of the marina facilities which will, at least, require continual dredging and may alter the
balance of currents and sand flows adversely.
The report prepared by the Environmental Protection Authority recommends further
extensive testing before the marina is approved finally. I will be interested to hear the
Minister's response as to how that can be considered in conjunction with the fact that the
marina is an integral part of the proposal. It is true that the area is currently in poor
condition. It was obvious to me as a visitor chat four wheel drive vehicles and weekend
visitors have had a devastating effect on the sand dune ecology in the area. I do not favour
that continuing.
It may be that the rather belated effort of the land conservation district committee is a
response to what it sees as a threat of ejection of casual users and squatters from the area. I
do not defend the right of squatters to stay in the area. If that area of coastline is accessible
to the public then it should be available to everybody and not just a lucky bunch of people
who arrived early, cook a punt and put up some tin shacks saying, "This is our area." It is not
their area at all. An alternative which could have been explored in more detail was to resume
those squatters' cottages gradually and replace them with a low key development. The
conservationists suggest, for example, that instead of simply having cottages to be rented out
to visitors there should be a caravan park and camping area. I do not believe provision is
made for such an area in the Fleuris development plan.
The SPEAKER: There is such a provision.
Dr ALEXANDER: I was under the impression that was not part of the plan, Mr Speaker.
Certainly, the Conservation Council's alternative suggests that should be a key part of the
development. The emphasis should be on cheap and accessible accommodation for the
public. I doubt very much if a caravan park type development will be a key component of
the Fleuris development plan. Perhaps I am wrong about that, but thar is the way I read the
proposal; that is, that the emphasis seems to be on an upmarket and cottage type development
rather than on a camping and caravan development in conjunction with a cottage type
development. That is the sort of development that many of the opponents of the present
development plan would like to see.
The area is being belatedly upgraded by the land conservation district committee. Rather
than saying that is merely a response to pressure, we should build on that move to ensure that
that activity continues and that the committee is given every encouragement and assistance to
rehabilitate this area to the condition it should be in. Clearly, difficulties arise in setting
aside part of the area for conservation before bringing in an intensive tourist type
development next door. The Environmental Protection Authority's recommendation is that
the area be protected suitably, that fences be constructed where necessary and, I guess, that
paths be defined through the dunes, and so on, in an effont to ease people pressure on the
area. A better way to go in this area is to plan a low key development that will not attract the
international element with its associated hype and expectation of an upmarket development
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and its adverse impact on the local area and wider environment. There should be a low key
development more fitting to the existing dune environment as is taking shape uinder the
rehabilitation efforts of the land conservation district committee. The Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority's report provides some guidelines that could have been used in this area.
That proposal caters for golfers, but does not go overboard as it proposes one golf course and
not two. The most important part of the proposal is that that be a public golf course. I find
the whole idea of a private golf course difficult to accept in any event.
Mr Cowan: Why?
Dr ALEXANDER: I do not think any private group should have access to supposedly public
recreational complexes. It is as simple as that. For the same reason I oppose private golf
courses in any other public reserve. If a reserve is for the people then it is not for a particular
group but for people in general. I am happy for a public golf course in this area, but not two
golf courses one of which is private. The cottage and holiday accommodation could be
combined with a caravan park and tent area in a low key way. That could be aimed primarily
at local catchment usage and people on low to average incomes rather than the uprmarket
tourism components that the present development emphasises.
Mr Cowan: Are you telling me that all private golf courses constructed on public land
should not be private courses?
Dr ALEXANDER: Yes. If the private sector wishes to build golf courses it should do so
with its own finances on private land.
Mr Cowan: What if it has?
Dr ALEXANDER: That is fine. I do not object to private golf courses per se, but to ones
built on public land.
Mr Cowan: What if the public land was acquired by the people prior to a golf course being
built?
Dr ALEXANDER: If it is acquired in their own right they can go for it, but when it is in a
development proposal under the protection and encouragement of the State I draw the line. I
bet a lot of towns have public rather than private courses.
Mr Cowan: They are open to the public on the basis a person can be an invited guest or play
golf whenever he likes. They are, nevertheless, private golf courses.
Dr ALEXANDER: The member is talking about definitions. I believe that a private,
exclusive golf course attached to a hotel should not be built in this sont of environment. A
low key development is more in keeping with the environmental needs of the area in the
view of the majority of the population in the area. When an area is zoned for regional
recreation, as this one has been for some time, I do not believe people expect it to end up at
least partly in the hands of an international hotel-golf course developer. However necessary
that may have been for the financing of the project, I would have preferred to see the project
deferred until a viable, low key alternative was developed rather than simply handing over
the area to a developer who, however professional, is undoubtedly profit oriented and will
concentrate on the elements that generate profits. In such situations the public sector has a
responsibility to provide facilities for the public so that such recreation areas can be opened
to a broad range of people. That is not the case with this area at the moment. Indeed, like
me, most people outside that area probably had not been there before this development
project came up, and it is not accessible to the average person at the moment. It should be. I
do not oppose the concept of a low key development with good moad access so that people
can go there and enjoy the facilities that part of the coastline has to offer. However, where I
part company with the proposal is that it is intensive development, and I do not agree with
the idea that at least a part of it should be orientated to the international tourist market rather
than to the south west corridor, as was the original concept, however well the south west
corridor may be provided with public open space in the future - and from what I have heard I
have no doubt that it will be very well provided for in the future, unlike some other parts of
the metropolitan area. That is good to hear. However, I believe the priorities have been put
the wrong way around if we are to have an intensive development on a valuable part of the
coastline which is not only environmentally sensitive but also should be available to the
whole of the public, and particularly to all of the residents of the south west corridor.
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I repeat that I am not against development of this area. I san in favour of a low key
alternative of the type proposed originally by the Metropolitan Region Planning Authority in
the late 1970s, and the type proposed more recently by the Conservation Council of Western
Australia. Until this State gets a better balance between development and conservation it is
inevitable that the type of conflict we are seeing over the Port Kennedy proposal will
dominate the agenda well into the future.
MR THOMPSON (Darling Range) [8.31 prnl: The people in this State must be shaking
their heads in disbelief at what is happening in politics in Western Australia at the moment;
although I suppose that if we consider what is happening nationally perhaps they are a little
more broad-minded than some of us might think.
In 1986 it was the policy of the Liberal Party to support the approach of free enterprise, and
to follow Margaret Thatcher in privatisation, and we saw a massive rejection of the policies
of the Liberal Party of that time by the electorate at the 1986 election. Clearly the public
were not in favour of privatisation. However, what has happened in Australia in recent times
makes me wander what the community's attitude is towards the major political) parties;
because it is not a free enterprise Government that is selling Qantas, it is a so-called socialist
Government. It is not a free enterprise Government which is contemplating selling the State
Government Insurance Office, but a so-called socialist Government. Bringing that argument
back to this proposal, it is not a free enterprise Government which is doing a free enterprise
thing at Port Kennedy, but a socialist Government - and who is opposing it? The free
enterprise people are opposing it. Indeed, if we examine a variety of proposals in this State
in recent times we see that the people who should be supporting it are bending over
backwards to finid reasons to oppose it.
I came to this Parliament as a supporter of the free enterprise system and if a Government
which cas itself a socialist Government comes forward with a free enterprise proposal it
will have my support. I have taken the trouble to give some consideration to what is
happening with the Pant Kennedy proposal, and I have found that some people have put
significant amounts of money at risk in proving up a proposal using private capital to
generate some economic activity to make available to the people of this State a commodity
which those people require; that is, some land on which to build.
Mr Taylor: And same jobs.
Mr THOMPSON: And some jobs - that is not an unreasonable sort of expectation. How
many members of this House have been approached recently by their constituents who have
said, "I cannot get a job, my son cannot get a job, my daughter cannot get a job"? I will bet
that every member of this House has had that sort of approach. We abdicate our
responsibility to our community if we do not seize every opportunity presented to us to
support proposals and projects that will generate some jobs. The Port Kennedy proposal
goes a long way towards satisfying many of our community's present requirements. It
proposes to produce same development that is in demand, and in the process it will generate
some very valuable jobs and produce same desirable land on which people will want to
build.
I know some people in the community have concerns about environmental matters, but I
have been in this Parliament long enough to have gone through the argument about
environmental protection. In the dying days of the Brand Government, after having been
kicked and bashed into submission, a conservative Government in the'form of the outgoing
Government prior to 1971 enacted environmental legislation because the people of this State
required the environment to have some protection. The then Opposition, led by John Tonkin,
renounced the proposals of the Brand Government and said that when it came to power it
would enact environmental legislation which had teeth. Indeed, the Brand Government
appointed Brian O'Brien as the director of environmental protection, but the Act he had to
administer was never proclaimed. A change of Government occurred and the Tonkin
Government declined to proclaim that legislation and, indeed, enacted legislation which it
said had big teeth. The irony of that legislation was that a prime development which the
Tonikin Government wanted to see brought to fruition was nipped in the bud by the authority
which had been established by the then Tonkin Government. Indeed, the Pacminex alumina
refinery north of the Swan Valley. which Herb Graham was keen to see established, had its
life snuffed aut because of the impact of the Environmental Protection Authority. From that
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time on I have had a great deal of respect for the environmental legislation that we have in
this State, and the project at Port Kennedy is subject to the same son of scrutiny as was the
Pacminex refinery, which failed on the analysis presented to that authority. Therefore,
although some people are bleating about the environmental aspects of the Port Kennedy
development. I am prepared to accept the word and the recommendation of the
Environmental Protection Authority when it says this project can proceed, although it still
asks for some honing of environmentsl aspects of the project.
This legislation has my support. I am satisfied that its environmental aspects have been
addressed; the project will generate jobs, which are needed to soak up the high levels of
unemployment in this State; and it will produce land that is in demand and which will
become in greater demand when the economic recovery occurs in this State and country, as it
inevitably will. The project deserves the support of this Parliament.
[ am disappointed that people in this Parliament who should be supporting this free enterprise
approach to life find it inappropriate to support this proposition. It is unbelievable that
people who profess to support free enterprise -

Mr Lewis: You were not here for the debate. You are saying that we oppose it, but we did
not say that at all; we said that an amendment should be made to take care of anomalies.
Mr THOMPSON: When the question is put for the second reading, will the Liberal Party
support it?
Mr Lewis: No.
Several members interjected.
Mr THOMPSON: Therefore, the Liberal Party again will be opposing a project.
Mr Lewis: You are not listening.
Mr THOMPSON: I am listening. It has become almost impossible to get any development
projects off the ground in this State for a variety of reasons. It appears that some people in
the community are hell-bent on opposing everything that comes along. As legislators we
must be more robust in our approach and have more regard to the positions that we adopt.
We must have regard for the hundreds of thousands of people in this State who are out of
work. These people are at home looking at their ankles and they know that at lunch time
tomorrow they will still be looking at their ankles because they will still not have jobs. We
must look positively at the proposals which come before us. The Port Kennedy proposal has
not just dawned upon us in recent times. It is a project which has been under consideration
for considerable time. It has been subjected to analysis by one of the most effective
environmental protection authorities in the land, and it has been given the green light. It is
not appropriate that this Parliament should hold up the development any longer than has
already been the case. I give my support to the Government in its endeavours in conjunction
with the private enterprise organisation to put this project into effect.
I return to my comments at the outset of this speech: It must cause great amusement to
people in the community to find the so-called supporters of the free enterprise system
opposing a project that is the absolute epitome of free enterprise; the same people will be
wondering how a socialist Government could devise such a proposal.
MR COURT (Nedlands - Leader of the Opposition) [8.45 pm]: I shall make brief
comments on the legislation and refer to the member for Darling Range's comments. The
member does not appear to understand the Opposition's position regarding the Port Kennedy
Development Agreement Bill.. We have a responsibility to debate any legislation and ensure
that it is satisfactory.
Mr Thompson: You are never satisfied with it.
Mr COURT: I did not interject on the member during his speech. The member made the
observation that it is a jobs Or no jobs type of deal regardless of the legislation before the
Parliament. We have been through a decade of this Government in which loose legislation
has resulted in what is known as the WA Inc fiasco. If the member for Darling Range had
listened to the debate, he would know that the Opposition has considered this matter in a
rational way and has certain concerns which are shared by the Government. If we handle the
legislation properly, we can produce an agreement in which the commercial concerns will be
addressed; that is our responsibility in Parliament.
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Mr Thompson: When did your old man accept an amendment to a State agreement? Never.
Several members interjected.
Mr COURT: The member for Darling Range should let me make my comments. The
Opposition has outlined its concerns about rather loose commercial arrangements. I do not
know whether the member understands the commercial arrangements, but some parts of the
agreement are quite loose.
Mr Thompson: There is a mentality on your side of the House which sees a conspiracy
theory in everything which is put forward by the Government.
Mr COURT: The member is right, although it is not a conspiracy theory! We have seen this
Government's deals time and again. Tomorrow we will discuss the brewery deal; does the
member for Darling Range support that commercial agreement?
Mr Thompson: Yes.
Several members interjected.
Mr COURT: If this project is so urgent, perhaps the member for Darling Range could
explain why it has taken seven years to get the agreement in place.
The SPEAKER: It is eight years.
Mr COURT: Is that right! We have had a decade of this Labor Government, and it has taken
eight years to put together a relatively simple commercial property deal. We clearly spelt out
at the beginning of this debate that we support the property development on this site.
Mr Thompson: So long as you do it.
Mr COURT: No. If a Government has been trying to get the project off the ground for eight
years, does the member regard that as a good record?
Mr Thompson: I do not know the time factor involved with the project.
Mr COURT: I said it took seven years and the Speaker indicated it was eight years. If we
assume it took seven and a half years, does the member regard that as a good record?
Mr Thompson: If the result is right, the seven and a half years is appropriate.
Mr COURT: We now have the agreement before the House.
Mr Read: You are sitting on the fence again!
Mr COURT: We are not sitting on the fence; we do not accept the commercial agreement.
Mr Thompson: You would never accept an agreement that you did not put together. Your
old man put together a few agreements which have cost this State a few bob!
Mr COURT: Can the member for Darling Range name one?
Mr Thompson: Yes, the North West Shelf gas deal.
Mr COURT: Even Government members are getting sick of knocking the North West Shelf
gas deal because it happens to be the largest, most successful single resource project in this
country. What a pathetic stance to take!
In the informnal discussions the Liberal Party has had with the Government and the people
involved in the Port Kennedy development there is agreement that the main concern about
this arrangement can be resolved by a side agreement giving a commitment to the sale of the
development.
Mr Thompson: Where does the National Parry stand on that? You are a Coalition.
Mr COURT: If the member for Darling Range does not want to listen to an Opposition
which is doing its job and which is prepared to try to see where this commercial arrangement
can be improved to the advantage of this State and whether the amendments to which we are
referring can be agreed to by the developers, what does he think it should do? Why have a
Parliament if members do not want to debate Bills which come before it? What a crazy way
to run Parliament! It has taken seven and a half years to negotiate this deal. I would have
thought that a deal like this could be got off the ground within a year.
The SPEAKER: It takes much longer than that to do an environmental study.
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Mr Thompson: If you became the Premier you will find that not so easy.
Mr COURT: Can we count on the support of the member for Darling Range?
Mr Thompson: If you start supporting free enterprises approaches, you will have my
support.
Mr COURT: The member knows only too well the approach the Opposition takes on
development issues. In this case it is trying to work out an agreement with the Government
and the developers to solve some of the commercial problems which, if the member fully
understood them, I am sure he would support 100 per cent. I want to set the record straight.
The Opposition supports a development taking place but has some concerns about the
commercial aspects of the agreement and we am crying to put forward a constructive,
practical solution to that situation.
MR DONOVAN (Morley) [8.53 pm]: I particularly wanted to speak after the member for
Darling Range, firstly to assert that Independents do not necessarily agree on everything -
and this is one of' those occasions - and, secondly, to agree with him to the extent that the
people of Western Australia would certainly shake their heads at the way politics is practised
in this State. A curious situation has arisen in which the member for Darling Range, a
fonmer member of the Liberal Party, unequivocally supports what he regards as a socialist
party, and a socialist fonmer member of the Labor Party finds himself supporting the view of
the Liberal Party.
If that is not confusing, I do not know what is. However, to set the record straight, I assure
the member for Darling Range and anyone else who is confused that there is no possible way
in which the label "socialist" could be applied to the present Government, not only on this
issue, but also on a couple of others. We have a situation where the Minister for Health is
pursuing private health insurance, the State development Minister is pursuing uranium
mining and nuclear technology, the Minister for both Construction and Heritage has a
penchant for dealing with Multiplex Constructions Pty Ltd, and the Premier wants to sell
everything that moves. One would hardly think they were the hallmarks of a socialist
Government.
On the subject of those similarities, one might ask what the proponents of this development,
Messrs Garry Sheehan and Richard Lukin, one of wham is in the Speaker's Gallery, might
have in common with John Roberts of Multiplex. The answer would be not very much, but
they do have this much in common: Just as John Roberts is prepared to say on television that
he is in the brewery for money, Messrs Sheehan and Lukin, to their credit, have been quite
frank about their view that the Port Kennedy enterprise is one on which they have worked for
a long time - that point has been made several times this afternoon - and they have put in that
energy and effort because they see the enterprise as profitable. We should nail that point
right now. That is how the project is seen by the proponents.
Mr Taylor: Of course it is; otherwise it would not be viable.
Mr DONOVAN: I have no argument with that, but I have some argument with the adoption
of that view in the light of several points which have been made about the public property
involved and the conservation values which may be questioned. I have spoken to, and been
briefed by, the proponents of this project on a number of occasions. I have nothing but the
greatest respect for the way they have pursued, at considerable expense and effort over seven
years. a successful outcome for the project into which they have launched themselves. I have
no quarrel with Mr Garry Sheehan or Mr Richard Lukin. However, the project poses several
problems, many of which have been canvassed this afternoon and this evening. One of the
major problems concerns how the ownership and control of the development will work and
how it will be guaranteed. The question of where the capital investmnent of $150 million will
come from has still not been answered. Notwithstanding that, and although we are talking
about a Bill this evening, we are debating the authorisation of a contract. Once that is agreed
to in Parliament it is binding and we will be authorising a contract with parties, most of
whom we do not know. The question remains about the benefits to the State. Five hundred
jobs amt involved, but they have yet to be established. Also involved are major conservation
values. On the positive side we have not adequately addressed the issue of what alternative
proposals would be more acceptable to that fragile environment and more cognisant of the
interests of Western Australians. In addition, we have not begun to think about the public
and local interests which will be affected by that project.
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I said previously that I have consulted with the proponents and, if members were to ask them,
they would say that I have attempted to keep a reasonably open attitude to those
consultations. By courtesy of Mr Speaker, who was kind enough to organise the necessary
briefings, I have consulted with staff of the Department of Stare Development. I spent half a
day on site with members from the Conservation Council of Western Australia. I did not
look selectively at what the Conservation Council wanted me to look at, but I looked at the
whole scheme of things. In addition, I have consulted with the member for Rockinghanm,
users and local interest groups. This demonstrates that I have not reached a simple and
flippant position, but a position of real concern about the structure of the agreement and the
conservation issues which may not have been adequately addressed. In fact, I remain
dissatisfied that this Bill meets all my concerns. I emphasise again that this is not a Bill
which is passing through this place; it is an authority which binds the people of this Stare to a
permanent, far reaching agreement. When it is passed those commitments will have been
made.
As the member for Applecross pointed out to the House there are major concerns about the
structure of this agreement and obviously these concerns will be dealt with in more detail in
Committee. If members care to look carefully at clause 20 of schedule 1 they will note that
the opening paragraphs apply to the agreement and that the shareholdings are listed for the
different entities mentioned in the Bill members will note that what purports to give the Stare
some protection in respect of ownership is elusive and bereft of any guarantees about the
future ownership. In fact, the entities mentioned in that clause can sell their individual
shareholdings without affecting the principles of the Bill. By saying that we are about to
make an agreement with parties whom we do not know, I am nor referring to Messrs Sheehan
and Lukin, nor to their families or friends involved; I am referring to the real capital
investors required to put money into this project. People do not put money into projects
unless they have some say in decision making. No-one will come up with $150 000 for a
project without having some say in how it will be spent.
Mr Marlborough: Your statement is not accurate.
Mr DONOVAN: It is; read the Bill. The proponents will tell members that on a number of
occasions I have said to them that they are asking me and other members of this place to
support an agreement before we know where and from whom the capital investment will
come. Their reply has been that once they get the agreement they will be in a position to do
that. It is a stranige agreement if one of the parties has to wait until after he has committed
himself before he finds out with whom he is in bed.
The member for Perth explained in some detail the major conservation and environmental
issues involved in this project. It has been said that really it is an environment that up until
the advancement of this project had been left in a state of neglect. As the member for Perth
pointed out, that is true. It can be argued that it was nor until a project of this magnitude was
advanced that the local people became sufficiently motivated to do something about it.
Notwithstanding that, they became motivated and they did do something about it. However,
it is a delusion for members of this place to think we are dealing with a bunch of sand dunes
which have limited conservation value, which are still in a state of neglect and that they are
so severely damaged that a project of this kind will not do them any harm. I have a series of
photographs of particularly sensitive locations in that environment which demonstrate not
only its fragility, but also its capacity to recover very quickly given certain basic procedures
and care. I will table the photographs at the conclusion of my speech.
Another furphy expounded about this issue and which needs to be knocked on the head is
that we are talking about a fragile environment which has been neglected and is no good for
anything. That is not the case and it has been shown, for whatever motives - a rearguard
action perhaps - that once care and caution is exercised in that environment it could rapidly
recover, as has been the case in similar locations.
The member for Perth also referred to the question of the 1978 proposal. One of the things
overlooked in this scenario, perhaps because of its rather sketchy, colourful and embarrassing
past before the Fleuris proponents came into it, is that there had been proposals for this
environment which were sustainable, were relatively low key and low intensity, which could
provide for the needs of Western Australians and which could be produced at a cost which
would be within the means of Western Australians, both private and public. It is not an
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escape clause to say that we have a project which is so big in scale that it simply cannot be
funded in this State.
The question of the marina was raised earlier in this debate. I understand that the
Government has insisted that the marina be included in the project. At the same rime it is
also the case - the proponents understand it and accept it - that there will be no marina unless
the environmental issues can be resolved. In ocher words, until the proposal has proper
Environmental Protection Authority approval there will not be a marina. The obvious
question thar arises is: What is the commercial viability of the project as it stands without a
marina? There is some considerable doubt about its commercial viability as it stands without
the marina. Indeed, without the marina the whole project may have to be reconsidered and
the focus transferred to some other kind of project. The marina is an issue not only because
of the environmental problems it raises, but also because of the commercial viability of the
project as it stands and yet we are asked to authorise this agreement notwithstanding those
unresolved problems. As has been mentioned so many times tonight, one of the major flaws
of this proposal is that it seeks to bind the State to an agreement, the capital base for which
has not yet been established or, if it has been established, has not been made known to this
Parliament and to the people themselves. Clearly, the Minister will know what the source of
that capital is and it will be interesting to hear that response to that issue. The question of
ownership and control of this project is by no means satisfied in this Bill. The agreement
proposed in this Bill does not achieve the level of security it sets out to. I refer members
again to the provisions of the assignment in schedule 1 of the Bill. The environmental
question has been raised on a number of fronts and, although chat is often seen as negative,
antijobs and antidevelopment, there is a positive side in that there are alternative projects that
would comfortably and sustainably fit in that location, not out of my head but out of the
Government's head in 1978. Those alternatives exist and the fact that they have been
ignored perhaps says more about the earlier days - the pre Pleuris days - the days of WADC's
involvement or proposed land swaps or compensation and so on that really predetermined the
future of this thing than it does of other mactens.
The fact is that it simply is not as clear as it has so far been proposed. There remain several
fundamental issues in the agreement - not simply amendable aspects of the Bill - that I
certainly want to see addressed and redressed before I consider this an adequate agreement
chat has within it the sureties people are looking for today in Government involvement, the
security they are looking for, the safeguards against it simply being given away to other
interests that are not necessarily compatible with those of the State, and certainly the
commercial securities that most sensible people look for. In a sense it is asking the State to
enter into a contract about which the more distant parties, the future, the environmental
issues and the public interest have not been properly satisfied, and I am reluctant to do that.
MR MARLBOROUGH (Peel) (9.14 pm]: There are a number of unique aspects to this
project and I refer to three major areas of uniqueness. The Port Kennedy area was originally
within the electorate of Rockingham and it then became part of my electorate of Peel. When
I became the member for Peel the Government had in place a process whereby the committee
in charge of this project was chaired by the member for Rockingharn since the project was
originally in his electorate. When it became part of my electorate the member for
Rockinghanm asked if he could continue to chair that committee. I was delighted to agree to
that because the member for Rockingham has done an excellent job in the past seven years in
bringing this project to its present state.
The project is also unique because of the misinfornation that has stemmed from it in the past
seven years. [ have been amazed this evening to watch the state of the Liberal Party over this
issue. I have heard numerous speakers from the Opposition side - the Liberal Party in
particular - on the one hand oppose this project outright on the ground of conservation
issues - they are newfound greenies who are going mouldy at the edges - and on the other
hand oppose it because of the type of deals in which Labor Governments have traditionally
been involved in Western Australia in the past 10 years.
Mr Lewis: You were not mn the Chamber when those comments were made.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: The eyesight of the member for Applecross is similar to his mind -
it is sometimes absent. He flips a coin and it holds his attention all day, but I can do a
number of things at once.
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We then heard the Leader of the Opposition launch into a vigorous attack on the
Government. It was unbelievable. I was standing at the barrier trying to hold a conversation
about some details of the development when I heard this vigorous attack by the Leader of die
Opposition. I thought to myself that the member for Nedlands will really get tough on us this
time but with one interjection from the member for Darling Range the Leader of the
Opposition was shot out of the water and he sat down. It highlights the fact that handed a
project that should fit well within the platform and vision of the Liberal Parry, the Opposition
has no chance because it has no leadership, direction or ability. The Liberal Party members
do not have the ability to see how good this could be for the State if they got behind it, as
does the Leader of the National Patty, in opposition. We sre talking about seven years of
vigorous debate and research at all levels by the Government, the Environmental Protection
Authority, the Conservation Council of Western Australia and the developers. In fact, this
Bill represents a unique attempt by the Government to put in place on that unique piece of
land developments that will cater for some of the elite - as correctly stated by the member for
Perth - while providing that as part of the cost of being given the best site in Western
Australia the developers must establish the infrastructure to allow ordinary Western
Australians to participate in this unique project. In the first instance, I concentrate on the
uniqueness of this site and its environment. Some people may argue that it has international
significance with regard to its environmental aspects.
Mr Cowan: Have it listed.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: Some people might argue that it should be listed. They might argue
that this site is of international significance, partly because it is a very young land formation.
The rest of the Western Australian coast is approximately 10 000 years old but the Becher
Point area is a landform only 7 000 years old. From the aerial photographs one can see the
ridge lines which indicate how the landtorm has built up in the past 7 000 years. Of course,
scientists, conservationists and ordinary people today are concerned and seek the knowledge
to enable them to protect that environment for future generations. Of course, people are
concerned about any development that may impact upon that environment.
We as a Gover-nment have to make decisions about whether we can live with the impact on
that environment and, if we decide that we can, how best to minimise the impact in order to
protect for future generations the uniqueness of that environment. We then start to get down
to the nitty gritty of how this development has grown, because the planning report mentioned
by the member for Perth earlier, which was produced in 1978 by what is now the Department
of Planning and Urban Development but was then the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority, showed major intrusions on the southern coast of Becher Point. The current plan
is a much better plan than the 1978 plan because it has tried to allay the environmental
concerns of those people who have that as their number one priority by removing all
development fromn the southern coast of Becher Point. The 1978 plan that was mentioned by
the member for Perth shows a small marina not far from where the proposed marina will be
located.
Mr Cowan interjected.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: That is my home town of Sunderland in the United Kingdom. They
played in the FA Cup final this year and lost. I thank the Leader of the National Party for
asking and showing an interest.
What we see in this plan in respect of a marina is not new because it was proposed by the
MRPA in 1978. It has been stated that this whole development is driven by a marina; in
other words, if the developer does not get the marina, the whole development will fall over.
That is nonsense. The position is the contrary. It was pointed out in the discussions that I
had with the developer that an investment of $13 million into a marina would not return a
massive amount of money overnight or annually. Let us not forget that the Government
asked that the marina be increased in size to provide 100 boat pens for the public. In return
for our giving the developer 25 ha freehold, we wanted the developer to do certain things for
the community. We are a Labor Government, and we try to look after the community. We
understand that developers are important to the State, but we believe also that in the 1990s
we must be progressive and not keep burying our heads in the sand, as the Liberal Party does.
We are dealing with a progressive developer, which can see the benefit of having the public
on side and involved. Therefore, when the Government approached the developer and said
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that it must provide 100 pens for the public, it became necessary to expand the marina. This
is clearly not a marina driven development.
Mr Lewis: Who said it was a marina driven development?
Mr MARLBOROUGH: A number of people.
Mr Lewis: No-one has said that.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: I will show the member for Applecross the Hansard report
tomorrow. He always runs this line.
Mr Lewis: You were not even here.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: The member for Applecross has the worst case of Alzheimer's
disease that I have ever come across. He cannot remember what happened three seconds ago
in his own head. It is a real problem. The member for Morley stated specifically that it was
a marina driven development. It is clear that it is not.
I am concerned firstly about the marina. I am concerned secondly about the golf courses.
This is an extremely unique piece of land, and any development ought to treat this land as a
unique feature. In considering how best to overcome my concerns, should I oppose this
project as the local member, or should I seek to find out whether the Government has tried to
cater for my concerns about the environment? I see not only that I amn protected in respect of
my being comfortable with the proposal, even though other people may not be comfortable
with it, but also that conditions were laid down by the Minister for the Environment on 16
August 1990. Those conditions are the most stringent conditions that have ever been applied
to any development that I have seen, certainly to a resort development. Any developer who
has those conditions put before him may well consider that he should walk away from the
development. The Minister for the Environment states in paragraph 13 on page four of his
list of 21 guidelines that -

To facilitate the application of water conservation measures throughout the project,
during the design phase and prior to construction of either golf course, the proponent
shall prepare a preliminary landscape contingency plan which provides for a
reduction in water usage for irrigation purposes to the satisfaction of the
Environmental Protection Authority, on advice of the Water Authority of Western
Australia and the Department of Agriculture. The proponent shall implement this
plan, which shall be updated within five years of the completion of construction of
the above-mentioned golf course, as directed by and to the satisfaction of the
Environmental Protection Authority.

In other words, the Minister for the Environment was equally concerned about a number of
aspects of the development. That is his job. It does not matter whether it is this
development, the Observation City development or Hfillary's Marina; the Minister for the
Environment must be advised by his department about what concerns he should raise on
behalf of the community which this Government represents. The Minister has done that in
this document. The proposed marina comes in for amazing scrutiny in this document. In
fact, it takes up about four or five paragraphs.
At page 2 of the document the Minister for the Environment outlines his concerns about the
building of the marina. He states -

Prior to construction of the groynes and marina basin, the proponent shall undertake a
study of not less than 12 months' duration and report on the likely impacts of the
proposed development on the fishery resource in the vicinity of the proposed marina,
to the satisfaction of the Minister for the Environment on advice of the Fisheries
Department.
In the event that adverse impacts on the fishery resource are predicted, the proponent
shall undertake action, including possible modification of the design of the marina, to
ensure that such impacts are minimised to the satisfaction of the Minister for the
Environment on advice of the Environmental Protection Authority and the Fisheries
Department.
Additionally, the proponent shall monitor this fishery resource, including quantitative
data of the available resource, for at least 12 months prior to and during construction
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of the marina and for a period of not less than five years following the completion of
construction, during which time the proponent shall prepare and submit annual
reports, to the satisfaction of the Environmental Protection Authority on advice of the
Fisheries Department.
In the event that adverse impacts on the fishery resource occur, the proponent shall
undertake remedial action to the satisfaction of the Environmental Protection
Authority on advice of the Fisheries Department.
The proponent shall fund this study and monitoring programme separately, over and
above the provision of funds already commnitted (in commitments 15 and 16), to the
satisfaction of the Minister for the Environment.

And further on -

Prior to construction of the groynes and marina basin, the proponent shall undertake a
study of not less than 12 months' duration to obtain baseline data and to provide a
detailed assessment of the likely impact of the proposed marina on the penguin
population of Penguin Island, and to determine the interrelationship with, and
dependence of the penguin population on the fishery resource, to the satisfaction of
the Minister for the Environment on advice of the Department of the Department of
Conservation and Land Management ...

Additionally, the proponent shall monitor the penguin population during construction
of the marina and for a period of not less than five years following the completion of
construction, during which time the proponent shall prepare and submit annual
reports including an assessment of the impact of the marina on the population, to the
satisfaction of the Environmental Protection Authority on advice of the Department
of Conservation and Land Management.
In the event that adverse impacts on the penguin population occur as a result of the
development, the proponent shall undertake remedial action to the satisfaction of the
Environmental Protection Authority on advice of the Department of Conservation and
Land Management.

Anyone as concerned as I am about environmental issues would be heartened by what the
Government has tried to do in the Bill to protect major environmental concerns, and by the
contents of the guidelines presented to the developers over and above the Bill by the Minister
for the Environment. In accepting that development of this kind will take place, one cannot
say that we have not accepted our responsibility for the environment.
Once again the Government continues to demonstrate that we can outthink, outmanoeuvre,
and protect the community and still develop the State while Opposition members continue to
argue among themselves whether they should attack the matter on environmental grounds, on
the old Western Australian Development Corporation grounds, or because someone has a
mate with a shack in the area. The Opposition is all over the place. The Leader of the
Opposition came charging into the Chamber to sont out the situation and to attempt to attack
the Government. With one interjection by the member for Darling Range regarding the
previous member for Nedlands the Leader of the Opposition went to pieces and sat down; his
speech lasted eight minutes. The contribution by the Leader of the Opposition to this
important environmental debate, to this important development for the State, lasted eight
minutes.
Mr Bradshaw: Maybe that was because be is not the lead speaker on this matter. It is a team
effont over here, not a one man band.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: Why did he bother to get involved?
Mrs Edwardes: To correct some misstatements.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: That is what I said earlier. Having heard the remarks by the Liberal
Party spokesman the Leader of the Opposition rushed into the Chamber to correct the
statements. One speaker said that this was an environmental issue; another said that the
Government was up to its old WADC tricks, and yet another member said that it would be a
good development if it were designed by him. He offered to design it. The Leader of the
Opposition rushed in to save the day, but in doing so his best method was to attack the Labor
Government over deals with the WADC. However, he lasted only eight minutes. The
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member for Darling Range blew him our of the water. If that is the only contribution the
Leader of the Opposition can make perhaps it is best that he has gone.
Not one member has mentioned the reason the Port Kennedy area is environmentally unique.
The area not only represents land formation; it is unique because it is a 7 000 year old land
formation. It is an area that is being created all the time. In discussions with conservation
groups I have heard concern about the old 1978 plan by the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority which related to development on the southern portion of Becher Point. The
con servation groups are concerned about any development of the area because the natural
south west winds blow the sand catchment that creates the land form from the southern part
of the Stare. A direct line from the Mandurah: coastline shows that the islands that come out
of the ocean above Becher Point represent part of the process for the last 7 000 years, forcing
sand up the coast and creating brand new land formations. It is an important area for the
scientists and for the environmental movement. It is also important for the community that
we mnaximise the opportunities to look at it for its scientific values in future.
Because very early in the piece we have been aware of those concerns, because the Minister
for the Environment in August 1990 laid down 21 conditions, we have managed to achieve
the best of both worlds. The development will not suit everyone. The member for Perth will
agree that it does not suit everyone now to see 100 shacks built willy nilly by the people with
a few dollars who drive around in their Landcruisers and other four wheel drive vehicles
desecrating the landscape - all because we have no management plan to protect the area.
Knowing that the game is up, these people tried to form a conservation committee. The few
legal eagles with the shacks have been smart enough to put pen to paper and form a land
conservation group and get a few dollars out of the Government. As soon as the 60 days are
up and the shacks are removed, they will move back to Nedlands, Floreat and Subiaco to sip
their cups of coffee - not at Papa Luigi's, because we recognise them as coming from the
other side of the river. They will be looking at the next issue and where they can build their
next shack away from the madding crowd- That has been the history of it. They have
damaged and desecrated the environment.
Those people who think they are welcome on the point should go to Rockingham, Warnbro
or St Clair and talk to the battlers who are trying to grow some turf and set their abodes in
place. They should ask those people what they think of the settlers. For years they thought
themselves the landlords, and when they came across people on the beach they chased them
off. They would say to these people that they were not welcome and that they should go
away. When one is confronted on a Sunday by a Queen's Counsel whom one recognises
from Press articles, a QC wearing his thongs and Bond's T-shirt, he is still a formidable
opponent for any battler or Kwinana worker who is trying to catch a few fish to keep his
missus happy.
Mr Lewis interjected.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: The member for Applecross cannot help himself. He is a born
racist! He does not mind whether it is the Porns, Aborigines, the Dutch, Africans or
whoever; he does it every time.
One runs into a QC in the area on the weekend with a fishing rod in one hand and a stubby in
the other. He is wearing a blue T-shirt and thongs. People from the area have seen this
person in the paper and know that he is a QC and are a little intimidated when he says, "Clear
your bodies off my land." However, he has been squatting illegally on the land for 12 years,
yet this person upholds the law in Perth! That kind of incident occurs every weekend. A
talking point with the Waikiki Hotel darts team is how quickly they can get rid of that mob.
Therefore, great benefits will arise from clearing the area and from the environmental aspects
involved. In spite of all those considerations, the marrying of the unique piece of
environment with a development which will give some new opportunities for the Stare,
which are badly needed, is very important. We must set aside the misapprehensions evident
and mischief raking place. If the legislation were to be passed the project would start in
January or February of next year. This project will do everything possible to protect the
environment. It does not involve a five or seven storey building; the developers have never
proposed a building of more than three or three and a half storeys, yet these are some of the
misconceptions going around the community. It is said that the proponents will sell off the
project after six months; however, they have financiers locked into the project. Where in
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Australia does one go to borrow $150 million or $300 million these days? It is not available
in many places, so foreign money will obviously be involved. Every man and his dog knows
chat, and it is not necessary to be an economist to know from where the money will come.
This is a significant development with a massive community involvement. It Will protect the
environment and will allow ordinary people to enjoy a little luxwry once a year after they
have saved and worked very hard to do so. The development will provide an opportunity for
many people to enjoy a unique environment and it should be supported. As the development
progresses, employment opportunities in construction alone will involve 800 people. The
project will involve roads, marinas, meeting halls -

Mr Lewis: How many people?
Mr MARLBOROUGH: Ic will involve 800 people.
Mr Lewis: You had better go back and read the second reading speech.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: The project will create significant jobs as 800 people will be
associated with it. Anybody who knows about the construction industry is aware of the
multiplier effect. That is why the Minister for Housing today is successfully driving the
home building market in this State, which is leading the rest of Australia! The Minister
knows about the multiplier effect. He also knows that the benefits to this State's economy
from this development will be significant. This project is very important to this State.
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie - Minister for State Development) [9.46 pm]: The member for
Peel's speech was so good that it is almost unnecessary for me to reply to the second reading
debate! Most matters were well covered by the member.
The SPEAKER: He did a very good job.
Mr TAYLOR: Nevertheless, I will endeavour to cover the points made by other members,
and I will leave the comments of the member for Applecross until the end of my reply.
Environmental aspects were raised by a number of members, and were adequately covered
by the member for Peel. However, if the members for Perth, Morley and Riverton, who have
environmental concerns, took a close look at the legislation, they would see that the
Environmental Protection Authority will have a significant role in the development.
Regarding matters such as the golf course, ground water and wetlands, the proponent of the
project will be required to carefully monitor ground water use to prevent overuse. It would
be very silly for any development to overuse the ground water because it would then be faced
with a dry golf course on which nobody would play. Therefore, the developer would be the
frst to suffer if the ground water were not properly monitored. Also, strong endeavours and
commitments were made in the ERMP report that the project would not upset people using
the ground water upstream. The EPA Bulletin 398 of September 1989 reads -

The proponent has shown considerable willingness to address the environmental
aspects of this challenging site, and has made alterations to the initial proposal layout
to accommodate various conservation requirements. The ERMP is extensive and
offers a comprehensive set of substantial and worthwhile commitments. The
proponent has also gone to considerable lengths to provide an extensive and full
response to the list of issues raised in public submissions.

Further on it reads -

Subject to compliance with the recommended pre-requisites as discussed, the
Authority considers that the environmental issues associated with the project are
manageable, and together with the commitments provided by the proponent and the
recommendations contained in this assessment report therefore finds the proposal
environmentally acceptable.
The Authority believes that, given the constraints of the Development Brief to which
the proponent's were required to respond and the limitations for flexibility arising
from the need to promote a commercially viable proposal -

The project must be viable, otherwise it will not create any jobs. To continue -

- due credit should be given to the proponent for attempting to ensure that the System
six conservation value of the site was adequately incorporated into the development
proposal.
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I have mentioned the golf course in brief, but the proponent's comment on this issue was -

The golf course will be operated using the state of the art controls for water
consumption and fertilisation. Water usage is estimated to be about half that required
for older traditional courses. Fertiliser application will also be a fraction of
traditional applications due to irrigation control and soil/leaf tissue monitoring.
Except in the interdunal depressions, heath vegetation, particularly on the dunal crests
does not draw on the water table for survival.

It is fair to say that the developer has gone to a great deal of trouble to ensure that it meets its
environmental responsibilities and the requirements outlined by the EPA. The company has
lodged a considerable ERMP which has addressed the environmental issues.
Another important issue arises when considering this large area of land. This proposal will
ensure that the majority of that land will be protected in regard to the environmental needs
and the rapid development on that part of the coastline. Peet and Co has a substantial land
holding in that area, and it is pushing for development. To the south of the area is Secret
Harbour, and I understand that people associated with a residential development in that area
are pushing for the Secret Harbour development. Significant tracts of residential land in that
area have been, or are in the process of being, developed, as has happened in other pants of
the metropolitan area, such as Leda, and Whiteman Park to the north of Perth. Therefore. we
must ensure as part of that development that people have room to move in their own effective
regional parkland. I have no doubt that the developer will ensure that that is the case. When
working with - and in some instances against - the Australian Heritage Commission the
Government pointed out to the commission that in its consideration of the listing it should
recognise that the very best areas, in an environmental sense, were to be set aside. That
message has got through in large part to the Australian Heritage Commission and it has been
agreed that two independent assessors will look at this site. I expect they will find that the
environmental aspects of the development have been dealt with quite adequately indeed.
The Leader of the National Party raised the issue of access to the foreshore and the marina.
One of the most important aspects of the site is that all of the foreshore, and a five metre area
around the marina, will be accessible to the public. I am told that the development will have
no area where the public cannot go. One of the most important parts of the development in
an environmental sense is Point Becher, which will be an A class reserve. Over recent years
I have had some involvement with a number of coastal developments, such as Mindarie
Keys, and one of the difficult points has been the question of public access. I strongly
believe in the right of public access to foreshores and open space. The Port Kennedy
development not only meets those needs, that all Australian people would expect, but also
goes further than any other development on our coastline. Public access is a critical issue for
the future of the development. The member for Applecross raised other issues, such as the
value of the land, and questioned the $25 000 a hectare valuation set by the Valuer General,
saying that it was far too cheap. At the moment, given the nature of the land and the
planning values attached to the land, it is a reasonable price. The Notre Dame land grant at
Alkimos was criticised by some people; they said that when the planning was approved the
university would have the opportunity for residential development and the land would be
worth millions of dollars. The Government is faced with those issues all the tune.
Mr C.J. Barnett: The approval process enhances the land value.
Mr TAYLOR: The land has been valued properly by the Valuer General.
Mr C.J. Barnett: It is a valid argument for a land grant, but your analysis - if one can call it
that - of what happens to land values when development approvals are pranted is inadequate.
Mr TAYLOR: Who is going to enhance the land value?
Mr C.J. Barnett: The Government, by its approval process.
Mr TAYLOR: No, the land will be enhanced when the services go in and the development
takes place; that is the critical issue.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: No; the approval of the zoning enhances the land value.
Mr TAYLOR: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition can argue as long as he likes, but the
fact is, as the Leader of' the National Party mentioned, 17 different proponents put forward
expressions of interest and, from a short list of three, one was chosen.
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Mr C.J. Barnett: Why do we have betterment tax?
Mr TAYLOR: We can argue all night about what should or should not be the value, but the
member for Peel has quite clearly pointed out the contradictions in values given by the
Liberal Parry and the attitude it is taking tonight. I know the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition does not really want to debate that sensitive issue - I am prepared to steer away
from it - but if the member wants a full blown debate we will end up having that. Under the
circumstances the valuation is fair and reasonable, as is the other issue raised by the member
for Applecross; that is, the four year period for the development.
Mr Lewis: It is a bit long.
Mr TAYLOR: The member for Applecross can say that, but the Government is looking at a
major development - an investment of at least $150 million. It is substantial by anyone's
standards and it must be done properly. The agreement states that at the end of that period, if
the developer has not done what is required of it, it will have nothing, the land will be taken
away from it.
Mr Lewis: They are not that silly.
Mr TAYLOR: What the developer is required to do is quite clear in the agreement. The
Government set out in the agreement step by step what the developer is required to do, and it
must earn its interest in this development.
The member for Riverton stated that the Government should be looking at some sort of pier
development rather than a rock wall marina. I am told that, should the environmental studies
establish beyond doubt that a pier-type development would be a better development, that
option would be followed. One must rely on environmental studies for advice. The
Government would not be keen to make that sont of change, but if that is a sensible change in
the environmental sense no-one will stand in the way. The rock wail will be nowhere near
the seagrass bank and should not cause any problems for whitebait, given that the fishing
industry is making a major effort in catching whitebait. Nearly every member in this House
will recall the environmental arguments put forward against Hillarys Marina and how it was
claimed the marina would destroy the coastline, that sand foreshores would be washed away
and carried back along West Coast Highway, and that it would destroy the fishing. All
members know that none of that has come to pass. If members want to go fishing, the
Hillarys Marina is probably one of the best fishing spots on the coast.
The member for Riverton mentioned the Wamnbro Marine Park. As the former Minister for
Conservation and Land Management who launched the draft management plan for that area,
I have a great deal of interest in the park. I am sure the marine park will come to fruition,
and will be substantially enhanced by the facilities that can go into the Port Kennedy
development. As mentioned by the member for Peel, these facilities will give ordinary
people, particularly, the chance to use those areas, as opposed to the small number of
squatters who believe the area to be theirs and theirs alone.
One of the important issues raised by the member for Applecross was the commerciality of
the development and whether the Government could be in the position where, even though
the Minister has power in the provision relating to five per cent ownership, the current
proponent could find avenues to dispose of ownership of the development Fleuris Pty Ltd
has provided me with the share composition of the development, which I will read into my
speech. Shareholders include Indowest Finance Pty Ltd. Messrs Sheehan and Lukin are the
directors of that company and own 70 to 72 per cent of it. The remaining share holdings are
composed of consultants and other investors. Agenda Holdings Pry Ltd is owned 100 per
cent by Messrs Sheehan and Lukin, who are also its directors. Messrs Sheehan and Lukin
hold 50 per cent of the units of Caspian Holdings Pty as trustee for Caspian Unit Trust. The
remaining units are held by small investors and the directors of the trust are Messrs Sheehan
and Lukin. Viewhurst Pry Ltd is owned by the Synnerdalil family. The person who was
involved in Viewhursr died some rime ago and his family own the shareholding. When it
comes to the crunch one would ask, as I have asked the member for Riverton and others, how
far down the line does one go when saying to people that they cannot sell the development?
A variety of agreement Acts that have been before this Parliament over many years, and the
people who signed them, have changed dramatically. As inister for Stare Development I
deal with those issues weekly. If one picked up the old agreement Acts one would find that
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the original proponents had changed since those initial days. It even happens with the major
developments in Western Australia; for example, the ownership of Cliffs Robe River Iron
Associates has dramatically changed. The Nonth West Shelf project had a significant
Australian interest through Broken Hill Proprietary Co Lid, but the project is now effectively
overseas owned.
Changes always occur in (he shareholdings of companies. I have spoken to the people
associated with Fleuris Pty Ltd. They have told me that it is their intention to maintain their
interest in this project and I have no reason not to believe diem. They have also said that
they are prepared to give me a letter tomorrow which will quite clearly state their position. 1
will be happy to receive that letter and to table it in Parliament so that people will know
exacdly where we stand on that issue.
In response to a question raised by the member for Morley and referred to by the member for
Peel, of course it will be necessary to raise funds, some of which we expect to borrow from
overseas. However, we must consider what we will end up with. Despite the criticisms we
hear about the foreign shareholdings in the Burswood Casino, the end result is a major
development. The casino is this State's most important tourist facility, employing 2 500 to
3 000 people on what used to be a rubbish tip. In some respects the Port Kennedy site
resembles a rubbish tip. However, as a result of this proposed agreement Act at least $150
million will be invested. The people involved will own freehold and leasehold land and the
development will create jobs in Western Australia. The development involves important
issues from which, as a Parliament, we should not shy away. Ultimately, that is the most
important reason for supporting this Bill.
As difficult as it may sometimes be for the Liberal Party members to come to grips with
these issues, in the end they must have some faith in people. T'hey must look to a proposal
involving investment and jobs in Western Australia. It does not involve only residential land
holding and the like, it is in fact investment in a project which will lead to additional jobs in
running hotels, the marina, the golf course and so on. The development, which is important
to Western Australia, has taken a good seven years - a long time - to reach this stage. I
suppose over that seven years some fairly difficult times have been spent by people like
Carry Sheehan and Richard Lukin in staying with it. I hope that we, as a Parliament, are
prepared to stay with it. It will be worth fighting for to the end because it will result in a
positive outcome. In conclusion, we should not run away from our responsibilities in these
issues; we should face them and say we are ready and willing to have a go. This
Government is prepared to do that.
I appreciate the way some people have given me assistance on this issue, particularly Max
Poole; he has been involved for almost seven years, from the very earliest days until tonight.
His determination, knowledge, enthusiasm and clear cut way of providing me with good,
sound advice is greatly appreciated. I thank him for the way he has done that. It has been
difficult for Richard Lultin and Garry Sheehan, who have been subjected to some very unfair
Press coverage over the past few years, including last night when that continued on Channel
Nine. They have stuck with the project and I am sure they will continue to see it through. I
thank them for the way they have been involved until now. I am sure it is a worthwhile
project which will provide jobs and investment for Western Australia and which is worthy of
our support. I hope it receives the support of the Legislative Assembly tonight.

Division
Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (28)
Mr Ainsworth Dr Gallop Mr Mc~inty Mr Taylor
Mrs Beggs Mr Graham Mr Pearce Mr Thomas
Mr Bridge Mr Grill Mr Read Mr Thompson
Mr Catania Mr Kobelke Mr Riebeling Mr Trenorden
Dr Constable Dr Lawrence Mr Ripper Mr Wiese
Mr Cowan Mr Leahy Mr D.L. Smith Mr Wilson
Mr Cunningham Mr Marlborough Ms P.S. Smith Mrs Watkins (Telier)
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Noes (16)
Dr Alexander Mr Olarko Mr Orayden Mr Strickland
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr court Mr Kierath Mr Fred Tubby
Mr Blaikie Mr Donovan Mr Lewis Mr Watt
Mr Blotwtch Mrs Edwardes Mr Minson Mr Bradshaw (Teller)

Pairs
Mr Troy Mr MacKinnon
Mrs Henderson Mr Shave
Mr Gordon Hil Mr MeNee
Dr Watson Mr Omnodel
Dr Edwards Mr Nicholls

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second rime.

Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Dr Alexander) in the Chair Mr Taylor (Minister for State
Development) in charge of the Bill.
Clauses I to 3 put and passed.
Clause 4: Agreement ratified and implementation authorized -

Mr LEWIS: Although, from a legislative point of view, the agreement cannot be amended, it
should be possible to insert after the word "ratified" in subelause (1) the words "subject to
certain conditions". However, bearing in mind the results of the division following the
second reading debate, it would be futile to pursue amending the legislation in that way.
Notwithstanding that, it is probably appropriate to explain to the Committee the reasons that
the Liberal Party wants the proposal to proceed even though there are flaws in the agreement
relating to the commnerciality of the project. The agreement will allow the proponents certain
latitude in their obligations. First, it will allow them to dispose of their shareholdings
without sanction or without any further commitment of capital and, at their discretion, to
elect to be involved only in those parts of the development in which it wishes to be involved.
Within the restrictions of the legislation, it could, if it so desired, repudiate the agreement and
withdraw from it. For those reasons the Liberal Opposition was compelled to vole against
the second reading of the Bill.
I believe the Minister accepts that there are flaws in the legislation. However, the
Government's position is that it must rely on the goodwill of the proponents to carry out its
obligations under the agreement. The deficiency in that is that if the proponents, through the
proprietary companies which they own, seek to dispose of the shareholdings in those
companies, they would not in any way breach the five per cent clause in the agreement. The
ownership would pass to another party who would have no moral obligation to the intent of
the agreement or to the undertakings of the previous owners. If it could obtain an advantage,
it would be foolish not to do so because it was not involved in the original agreement.
This Committee should consider the interests of the public of Western Australia. This
legislation will give away 235 ha of unique Crown land on the waterfront at Warnbro Sound
in a region in which ir is projected that 5501)000 people will live by 2020 and it will give it
away without shoring up the downsides of the agreement. The Government and the National
Party recognise that there are flaws in the commercial aspects of the agreement and, instead
of looking after the interests of the public of Western Australia, are considering only the
interests of the proponents. The Government, because it does not want to lose face, intends
standing on its digs. Because it has taken seven years to reach this stage, it is not big enough
to accept the suggestion of the Liberal Parry to withdraw the Bill and rewrite the agreement.
We would be happy then to endorse it and it would go through this Chamber and the
Legislative Council in five minutes. We want to see the development proceed and create
employment opportunities for the people of that region.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! While I may have some sympathy for what the member is saying,
I am searching to find the relevance of it to clause 4. It is fairly specific in terms of its
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ratification of the agreement. I want the member to show me that what he is saying is
relevant to the clause as opposed to being a rather general second reading type speech.
Mr LEWIS: I realise I am straying from this clause but, Mr Chairmnan, I draw your attention
to the fact that this Committee does not have any other opportunity in the Bill to debate the
agreement. The agreement is not part of the Bill. The only way I can draw the attention of
members to the points I am trying to make is under clause 4, which seeks to ratify the
agreement and authorise its implementation. Mr Chairman, you can sit mne down but the
points I amn trying to make should be debated in this Committee and it is important that
members understand what I am talicing about. I ain not being bloody-minded and I am not
trying to sink a development. However, I am talking about genuine issues which should be
debated.

Chairmtan's Ruling
The CHAIRMAN: As members are aware, the Committee debate is specific to particular
clauses. While I understand what the member is saying about the construction of the Bill and
the agreement within it, the type of general argument in which he is engaging is more
appropriate to the second or third reading debates. I believe there was ample opportunity to
canvass this matter during the second reading debate and there will be ample opportunity in
the third reading debate for a general analysis of, or attack on, the Bill and the agreement
contained therein. The Committee debate is to consider the details of the agreement.
Mr Lewis: It is not the agreement.
The CHAIRMAN: I am going by the Standing Orders, which clearly preclude general
debate in the Committee stage. That is my ruling and I ask the member for Applecross to
return to clause 4 specifically.

Point of Order
Mr C.J. BARNETT: How can this Parliament consider the actual agreement?
The CHAIRMAN: The agreement is actually contained in the two schedules attached to the
Bill and both schedules can be debated. That is the correct way to deal with this matter
under Standing Orders. We should not be debating under clause 4 points which are relevant
to other clauses or schedules of the Bill.
Mr LEWIS: Are you suggesting that I may express my concerns when we debate
schedule 1?
The CHAIRMAN: Under schedule I the member for Applecross has the same speaking
rights as he does under clause 4 or any other clause. Let us not turn this into a meal. I am
here to implement the Standing Orders and I try to allow some flexibility. I am saying that
the member for Applecross does have the opportunity to speak, but he is not taking the
appropriate opportunity.

Committee Resumed
Mr LEWIS: I will reserve my comments until we debate schedule I. To conclude my
remarks -

The CHAIRMAN: On the specifics of clause 4.
Mr LEWIS: Yes, Mr Chairman. I am sure the Committee has understood my message; that
is, that we should not be ratifying or implementing the agreement until we have looked after
the interests of the public of Western Australia.
Mr CiJ. BARNETT: Mr Chairman, on the point we are debating -

The CHAIRMAN: I am not prepared to take any further debate on that point. If the member
wants to contest my ruling there are procedures available to him to do so.
Mr CTJ BARNETT: I am not proposing to contest your ruling, Mr Chairman. This clause
seeks to ratify and implement the agreement and the Opposition has difficulty in debating it
when it has not discussed the agreement. If we ratified the agreement any subsequent debate
would be irrelevant. Obviously, there is a problem with the way the Bill is structured.
The CHAIRMAN: That is not correct because it is, in fact, a standard presentation of an
agreement Act. If the member examines past agreement Acts he will see that they are similar
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in structure. This clause ratifies the agreement, but it does not prevent members from
debating the agreement later. In recognition of the point the member is making, and with the
agreement of the Committee, debate on clauses 4 to 18 could be postponed.
Further consideration of the clause and clauses 5 to IS postponed, on motion by
Mr C.J. Barnett (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).
Schedule 1 -
Mr LEWIS: I refer to page 37 of the Bill, which deals with the assignment of the agreement.
The Government has endeavoured to be diligent by trying to prohibit the transfer of
shareholdings in Fleuris Pry Ltd. As I said in the second reading debate the Government
may have been a little naive, because if it expected the Opposition to accept clause 20(3) of
this schedule and the statement made by the member for Peel, it is wrong. The member for
Peel does not understand the intent of the assignment of the agreement. On the surface it
may appear that the transfer of the beneficial owners hip is limited, but the reality is that it is
a no consequence clause because the current beneficial owners - Indo West Finance Pty Ltd,
Agenda Holdings Pty Ltd, Caspian Holdings Pty and Viewhurst Pty Ltd - are not prohibited
when it comes to the transfer of their shareholdings. The proprietary limited companies
would not trigger the five per cent clause in regard to the shareholdings of Fleuris,
notwithstanding the fact that the beneficial ownership of Fleuris can be changed quite
markedly. In fact, the control and ownership can be changed at will.
That brings me back to the point I made earlier that ir is all very well for the present
proponents, the directors of Fleutis, to enter into these negotiations and to accept these
conditions of the agreement in the spirit in which they are offered but if they were to sell
their shareholdings in the various other companies, they would no longer care. The current
proponents are making a commercial deal. Someone might offer them $10 million for that
agreement, franchise or licence, as it is a paper licence that will enhance the value of the
property being given away. The land is not owned by the proponents, and it will be a paper
enhancement through the legislation and agreement to the tune of millions of dollars. If I
were the proponents I might perhaps go to the market and take my profit up-front, get on
with my business, and let the new owners worry about the agreement and obligations, sit for
four years and do what pant of the development they may wish to do, and reject the
development because they do not want to do it any longer.
This Committee of the Parliament has a charter and responsibility to the people of Western
Australia. I challenge the Minister to deny that it is our responsibility to do the best we can
for the public of Western Australia. I hear what the member for Darling Range, the Minister
for State Development and the member for Peel are saying in that we must get on with
development and create employment. This is a good development, although it has a few
knobs that can be knocked off in the course of the ministerial approval process, but we
should not sell ourselves short. I put it to members of the Committee that if they were
making this arrangement with their own property and money, they would not write a deal
such as this with another person. I challenge any members to say they would. I do not think
I have to convince this Committee that the commercial side of this agreement is flawed. It
has not been written in the best commercial interests of the public of Western Australia, and I
very genuinely and seriously implore the Government and the Minister to consider this
legislation and the ramifications of the agreement and to ensure that they are amended prior
to their being passed by the Parliament. If they are not prepared to accept that challenge they
will have failed in their duty and responsibility to the public of Western Australia.
Mr COWAN: I draw the attention of the Committee to a couple of issues. I would like the
Minister for State Development to take some action on these but I doubt whether it will be
within his capacity to instruct the Crown Law to act in this matter because lan sure many
other Ministers over the years have been faced with similar situations. I refer the Minister to
the following definitions in schedule 1 -

"'advise", "agree", *"apply", "approve", "authorise", "certify", "consent", "direct",
''nominate', "ntc"notify"', "request", "require", or ''specify'' means advise, agree,
apply, approve, authorise, certify, consent, direct, nominate, notice, notify, request,
require, or specify in writing as the case may be and any inflexion or derivation of
any of those words has a corresponding meaning.
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Do we need definitions of that kind? I refer to another definition -
'approved proposal' means a proposal approved ...

That is very good. People reading that kind of gobbledegook from Crown Law Department
which can result in lengthy contracts of 30 or 40 pages are inclined to reject any further
reading of agreements. That applies especially to people such as me who do not have a law
degree or for that matter any other degree apart from being an honours graduate in the school
of hard knocks! It is small wonder that the member for Applecross has raised issues about
the terms of a contract because these contracts are never couched in simple language that is
easily understood. I am sure chat Crown Law Departmnent will say it must cover every legal
angle but it has always been my opinion that the simpler an agireement, the less likelihood
there is of its containing loopholes or of the courts or arbiters making interpretations which
are different from the intent of the agreement. I draw the attention of the Committee to the
pedantic nature of some of these definitions. I do not blame the Minister; I blame Crown
Law Department and if the agreement was contracted to a legal firm I blame whoever was
contracted to do the job.
I come back to some of the concerns raised by the member for Applecross. There is no
doubt that it is not possible for agreements of this nature to be so watertight that the
companies involved cannot change the composition or structure of their holding companies
or arrangements of that nature. I am sure that if we examined agreements ratified by this
Parliament in the past, we would find some of the participants in the early agreements have
sold their share to other companies.
Mr Taylor: Ther are a lot of cases where the company has just disappeared.
MrT COWAN: The Marandoo agreement comes to mind. It was presented to the Parliament
for and on behalf of Hamersley Iron yet the original agreement was entered into with Texas
Gulf.
Mr Taylor The other one was the Agnew nickel agreement involving BP and others which
is now all Western Mining.
Mr COWAN: Companies change hands. It is important in this case that the development
outlined in the agreement proceed irrespective of ownership. I would be delighted if
ownership remained Australian, and particularly Western Australian. I would not like to see
a repetition of what is alleged to have happened with the Burswood Property Trust. It is
being pessimistic to make assumptions and having made them treat them as fact thereby
damning an agreement. The National Party is not about to do that. It recognises that if one
took the worst case scenario the member for Applecross could be right. T'he National Party
does not wish to take that pessimistic position and would rather take the optimistic view that
this Bill is about a development project that will put a tourist facility in Port Kennedy. We
believe that the company established to carry out that development will seek to implement it
under the terms of this agreement. Although I am somewhat cynical about the capacity of
Crown Law Department to write definitions, or an agreement, in simple terms that a person
of my education can understand, I have no doubt about the intentions of the company that
has been given the privilege of developing this land.
MrT TAYLOR: I suppose the first definition I was thinking about could be called the
thesaurus definition where one grabs a thesaurus and looks up the word 'advise" to see how
many other words relate to it. I am afraid this approach is common to agreement Acts. I
think that the second definition relating to an "approved proposal" is why the Leader of the
National Party was on his feet. It is a Monty Python definition, I suppose. It is difficult for a
Minister when dealing with agreement Acts, or when having legislation drawn up by Crown
Law Department, to say that something is hopeless and does not seem to make any sense. As
the Leader of the National Party rightly pointed out, people say, "if you do not put this in the
Bill there could be the following consequences because these cases have occurred in relation
to these sorts of issues." That is the difficulty a Minister faces and that people in Crown Law
seek to come to grips with.
We have spoken with Parliamentary Counsel over the years about plain English legislation.
Some countries have such legislation; for instance, New Zealand has legislation written in
plain English. However, it has taken a long time to do that. I often refer to the "kiss"
formula; that is, "Keep it simple stupid." If things are kept simple less room arises for
0710g.5

3793



3794 [ASSEMBLY]

manoeuvring and taking matters to court to ascertain what a word or agreement means.
Crown Law does not want to see these things disputed in court. The mare complicated
legislation, the more room exists for disputation and for lawyers and others to make money
out of that legislation.
We have a problem not only with these sorts of definitions, but also with the way in which
legislation is written in a democracy. Some of the legislation I saw in the Canadian States
was simple and straightforward, If we can get that message through it will do everybody a
great service. However, it is a difficult message to get through. I can remember when the
Minister for Racing and Gaming was dealing with licensing legislation and trying to make it
as simple as possible. We ended up with one of the thickest chunks of legislation we had
seen for a long time. I understand what the Leader of the National Party is saying in relation
to these definitions. They are in the Bill because some people say they are necessary.
The other matter raised by members opposite related to the nature of the agreement. Some of
my colleagues say that I am fairly bloody minded at times about some matters, but I do not
think people can say that when dealing with legislation in this place I am always bloody
minded and refuse to accept amendments. 1 have no concern about losing face or about what
people say because pride cometh before a fall. That does not worry me. If I believe an
amendment is necessary I am prepared to make the change.
The other matter raised related to the commerciality of the contract. The Leader of the
National Party quite rightly pointed out again that it is difficult to lock things down to the nth
degree where one can say one will never see a change in the shareholding of a company.
One has only to go over old agreement Acts to see that changes have happened over the
years.
Mr Lewis: Just do not make it too easy.
Mr TAYLOR: I do not know of another agreement Act that sets out the shareholding of the
companies involved as this Bill does.
Mr Lewis: It is farcical; it may as well not have been there.
Mr TAYLOR: The Bill is set our so that people know who the beneficial owners are. It is
normal for a Minister to deal with a 15 per cent change in shareholding rather than a five per
cent change. We were aware of this when the agreement Act was put together. We were not
naive, as suggested by the member for Applecross, and were aware of this problem. We
have not dealt with this matter in the usual way we deal with it under Agreement Acts using
a figure of a 15 per cent change in ownership. We have used a figure of five per cent in this
case. I am aware of the problems raised by the member about that figure. He has said that
we can perhaps change the legislation. I am not prepared to consider that suggestion. I had
discussions with people from Fleuris Pty Ltd tonight. They are prepared to give me a letter
which I am sure I can get Crown Law involved in drafting and which will say in relation to
the ownership listed in the Bill that it will not change by more than five per cent without my
agreement. That letter would effectively have the standing of a commercial contract. I
would be prepared to table such a letter in the Parliament. Fleuris Pty Ltd would do that for
each of the companies involved so that we know where we stand.
The other matters relate to the definitions which appear on page 17 of the Bill, one of which
states -

'Company" means Fleuris Pty Ltd, its successors and permitted assigns.
We cannot lock these things down to the nth degree as it is impossible to do that. If the
member for Applecross were in Government and in my place and took that approach he
would soon find out that no-one would be interested in development projects, whether at Port
Kennedy or the Agnew nickel mine, because he would be saying to Fleuris in this case, and
other large Western Australian and international companies, that, "We have to lock you in so
we cannot have these changes in ownership."'
Mr Lewis: I do not mean that. All I want is for it to be locked into spending more capital to
a stage where -

Mr TAYLOR: We must encourage these people to have a go, to get on with this
development and to spend the money to get the job done. That is the aim of this Sill, In
conclusion, we agree to table such a letter so that members opposite will know what we are
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doing. That will give the member for Applecross a bit more comfort, but it will certainly not
satisfy him completely. It is the best that we should be aiming at on this issue, and it goes
some way towards resolving die Opposition's concerns.
Schedule put and passed.
Schedule 2 put and passed.
Postponed clauses 4 and 5 put and passed.
Postponed clause 6: Area of Port Kennedy Soil Conservation Reserve amended-
Mr LEWIS: We believe that by the coming into effect of this legislation, the area that
comprises the development area will be removed from the soil conservation reserve that
currently exists and will effectively not be under any statutory management for the timne prior
to the approval of the development plan, which may be up to four years hence. I reflect back
upon the rhetoric of the member for Peel, with his colourful exposd of the fragility of the
area. We accept that there must be ongoing management of the area, particularly in respect
of the intrusion of four-wheel drive vehicles, the dumping of rubbish and the containment of
the dune system. If the development area is excised from the soil conservation reserve, there
will be a void. There will not be any management of that area. I had a quick discussion with
the Minister behind the Chair, and he said that this area is probably covered by the
Environmental Protection Authority Act. That may be the case out of convention or practice,
but it does not necessarily prevail in a legislative sense, unless I have wrongly understood the
agreement. There is no downside to this amendment, and it may simply be putting some
belts and braces on the situation, but I cannot see how it will affect the proponent if the area
comprising the Port Kennedy soil conservation reserve is not removed from the provisions of
the Soil and Land Conservation Act until a building licence is issued, in other words, the
work is commenced.
I move -

Page 5, line 23 - To insert after "area" the following -

,but the excision will only take effect upon the issue by the City of
Rockingham of the initial building licence for the development

I cannot see that that will have any detrimental effect upon the proponent, and while that may
be a strong measure to protect the environment of that area in the interim period between the
coming into effect of the legislation and the agreement and the approval by the Minister of
the developmental plans, it is prudent for this Committee to accept that amendment as it can
only augur well for the preservation of that area.
Mr TAYLOR: I can understand what the member seeks to do. I found it rather unusual that
this area was covered by the Port Kennedy soil conservation reserve, given the nature of the
area, which is so degraded that it probably needs a lot more work.
Mr Lewis: They have been working for three or four years to clean it up.
Mr TAYLOR: They have done a bit of cleaning up and the squatters have been doing a bit
of cleaning up. on the basis that they can say to people that they have cleaned it up and are
good people. I appreciate that, but nevertheless they are still squatters and should be
removed. I point our to members who are not familiar with the legislation that a
management board will be set up. Its functions will include: To monitor whether the
conditions and procedures attached to the environmental approvals, which are very strict,
have been or are being complied with by the company; to advise the Minister if it considers
the company has failed to comply with any condition or procedure; to honour the
implementation by the company of the provisions of the agreement; and to advise the
Minister if it considers that the company has failed to comply with any of the provisions of
the agreement. One of the conditions of the agreement Bill in relation to environmental
protection, at page 42, states that.-

Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to exempt the Company from
compliance with any requirement in connection with the protection of the
environment arising out of or incidental to its activities under this Agreement.. .

That is a strong environmental protection clause, and I believe it will provide what the
member is looking for.
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The amendment moved by the member for Applecross will put the proponent in the situation
of effectively relying upon the City of Rockingham to give it the initial building licence
before it can push on with the work.
Mr Lewis: It has to anyway.
Mr TAYLOR: Yes, but it will put the proponent in a more difficult situation than it would
otherwise face, and it is not a fair situation to put the proponent in, given the conditions I
have read out which are part of this agreement Bill, which in themselves are stronger than
what one would normally find in other agreement Acts. Therefore, the member's concern is
well catered for. I do not like to be bloody minded about amendments, but this is not an
appropriate amendment to this legislation.
Mr WIIESE: I ask the Minister to consider whether the desired effect could be achieved by
not proclaiming that clause until the stage that development commences.
Mr TAYLOR: I am not sure. It may be possible to do that. I would have to get advice on
that and find out whether that is possible.
Mr LEWIS: The Minister for State Development made the somewhat weak excuse that it is
an impediment to the proponents because it all comes back to the Shire of Rockingham's
issuing a building licence. That is a fallacious argument, because the provisions of the
agreement are that the proponents or developers must abide by all building requirements.
They cannot do anything on that land other than survey work and so on. They cannot do
anything to do with construction until they have the various permits and licences from the
local authority. The proponents are being given access by virtue of the coming into effect of
the agreement but there is no requirement on them to ensure that the area is managed until
they commence their development. Will they be there every weekend to make surt the four-
wheel drive vehicles do not run through, and to put up fences, clean up rubbish, and so on?
They are the ongoing management functions of the district committee at the moment. What
is the downside of my amendment? It is absolute nonsense to suggest it will inhibit the
developers. They can do nothing until they obtain a building licence, so how will it affect
them? In fact, if the land stays under the contro of the district conservation group there will
be ongoing management, but the moment this legislation comes into effect it will be in no-
man's-land - no-one will be responsible for it. I cannot make the point any more strongly.
The Minister's argument is weak.
Mr TAYLOR: There does continue to be responsibility for that land, just as there is right
now, as far as the Government and Government officers are concerned. However, pages 58
and 59 of the Bill - page 58 in particular, although it is not shown clearly in the agreement
Act - show an area of land which will come under the control of either the Department of
Conservation and Land Management or the City of Rockinghamn once the survey has been
undertaken; and it will start in the very near future, once this legislation has passed through
the Parliament.
Mr Lewis: No, it stays under the control - it will not come under the control.
Mr TAYLOR: No. On page 8 of the Bill it says in respect of "authorized land officer" -

(2) When a survey of the development area has been carried out in accordance
with the Agreement and the plan of the survey has been certified correct by an
authorized land officer -

it then describes what will happen to control of that land once the survey has taken place.
The conservation areas will be vested in the Department of Conservation and Land
Management, the beaches and so on will be C class reserves and will be vested in the City of
Rockingham, and the balance of the development land will be the responsibility of Fleuris
Pty Ltd. It will be looked after; and, as well as that, we will have the board at Port Kennedy,
which will have an ongoing interest in the issue. Few areas of land will be subject to as
much interest and concern in relation to environmental matters as will this land.
Amendment put and negatived.
Postponed clause put and passed.
Postponed clauses 7 to 18 put and passed.
Title put and passed.
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Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE - ORDINARY
MR PEARCE (Armadale - Leader of the House) [11.05 pmn]: In moving the adjournment
this evening I advise members that I propose that the House not sit until midday on
Thursday, 27 August in order to enable members to attend the funeral of the late Hon Cyril
Rushton, which is scheduled for 10.30 am on that day. I move -

That the House do now adjourn.
Question put and passed.

louse adjourned at 11 .06 pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOT[CE

TAFE - LECTURERS
Permanent and Temporary Full-time Employment Statistics 1983-92

97. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) How many permanent full-time lecturing staff were employed in Technical

and Further Education Colleges in each year from 1983 to 1992, inclusive?
(2) How many temporary full-rime lecturing staff were employed in TAFE

Colleges in each year from 1983 to 1992, inclusive?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) 1983 1 103
1984 1 141
1985 1 171
1986 1 147
1987 1 105
1988 1 148
1989 1 176
1990 1 191
1991 1 171
1992 Full year figure not available

(2) 1983 259
1984 280
1985 297
1986 330
1987 399
1988 437
1989 438
1990 392
1991 366
1992 Full year figure not available

TERTIARY EDUCATION -OVERSEAS STUDENTS ENROLMENTS
Fee Paying Students Percentage

106. Mr SHAVE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) What percentage of tertiary places in Western Australian tertiary institutions

are allocated to overseas students?
(2) What percentage of these students are fee paying?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2)
Fee paying overseas students are enrolled in Western Australian
universities over and above the Commonwealth funded target student
load for Australian students. The percentage of overseas students
enrolled varies from institution to institution and is based on an
assessment of each university's capacity to accept additional students
on a fee paying basis. In 1991 there were 3 667 fee paying students
enrolled in Western Australian universities out of a total of 53 639
enrolments, which was 6.8 per cent of the total university enrolment.

EMPLOYMENT, VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING, DEPARTMENT
OF - AMALGAMATION OF DEPARTMENTS, SAVINGS

TAPE international Division Funds Surplus - WA Visual Education Funding
370. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:

(1) Further to question on notice 1844 of 1991, what savings have been made
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from the amalgamation of the Department of Technical and Further Education
and the Department of Employment and Training for the formation of the
Department of Employment, Vocational Education and Training?

(2) What was the amount of surplus funds in TAFE International Division used to
fund Western Australian Visual Education?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) The merger of DET and TAPE to form DEVET has not as yet been
completed. It is expected that $1 million savings will be made when
the amalgamation is complete.

(2) Nil.
POLICE - MERIT-BASED PROMOTION REVIEW

509. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Police:
(1) Is the Government planning to review merit-based promotion as it applies to

the Police Force in Western Australia?
(2) If so, who is to carry out the review?
(3) What is the purpose of the review?
Mr CORDON HILL replied:

The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

(1) Once implementation is completed, a full review will be conducted.
(2) To be determined at the time of implementation.
(3) To ensure effective and efficient operation of the system.

SCHOOLS - FIVE YEAR OLDS
All-day School Proposal

527. Mr KIBRATH to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Is there any proposal for discussion about the introduction of all-day school

for 5year olds -
(a) in 1992;
(b) in particular in 1993;
(c) for the foreseeable future?

(2) Has any research been taken into account when the proposal was muted, or is
it simply to comply with common school starting ages in other States?

(3) What definition of five year olds is to be used?
(4) If it is to be a child who turns five by the end of June, what provisions will be

made for the children turning 5 from July to December?
(5) As parents in the Shelley Pre-School have chosen to remain community-based

in order to have decision-making powers, will this change with the provision
of all day school for five year olds?

(6) What kind of consultative process will be put into place within the Ministry
and outside?

(7) Who will be teaching the five year olds?
(8) (a) What kind of programs and curriculum will be offered to children in

the proposal for all day schooling for five year olds;
(b) will these programs incorporate the needs of children who still need

afternoon rests?
(9) Will there be any formalised teaching in areas such as reading and writing, or

will this still be left for the year in which the children turn six?
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(10) What opportunity will parents, who currently have regular interaction with
pre-schoolers, have to be pant of their five year old's school day?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -
(1) (a)-(c)

The Government will phase in the provision of a voluntary full
time preprimary program for five year old children
commencing in 1993.

(2) Research indicates that in their early years of education it is important
that children be offered a developmental program that is appropriate to
their stage of development.

(3) Children will be able to enrol in the calendar year in which they turn
five.

(4) Not applicable.
(5) This is a matter for the preschool to determine in consultation with the

Ministry of Education and the Office of the Family.
(6) Wide consultation is occurring with all interest groups. Included in

this process are parents, teachers, tertiary institutions, professional
associations and unions.

(7) Qualified early education teachers.
(8) (a) For some time the K-3 curriculum has been designed in such a

way that the preprimary experience is an integral part of the
developmental program offered to children in these years.

(b) Programs would continue to be designed to meet the needs of
children, including their physical needs.

(9) See answer to 8(a).
(10) The involvement of parents and the wider community in the education

of children is an integral part of the Ministry of Education's policies.
This involvement varies from school to school and from class to class.
Parental involvement will continue to be encouraged in the preprimary
year.

STATE SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF - TENDERS FOR WORKS AN]) SERVICES
Regional Purchasing Policy Tenders

535. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Services:
(1) Prior to the introduction of the Government's Regional Purchasing Policy in

1989. how many Government tenders for works and services outside the
metropolitan area in 1988 were awarded to tenderers based -

(a) in the metropolitan area;
(b) outside the metropolitan area?

(2) What was the value of tenders awarded in 1988 to tenderers based -
(a) in the metropolitan area;
(b) outside the metropolitan area?

(3) What is the total value of tenders awarded under the Regional Purchasing
Policy for the years -
(a) 1989;
(b) 1990;
(c) 1991?

(4) For the years 1989-91 (inclusive) what was the value of tenders awarded to
tenderers based -
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(a) in the metropolitan area;
(b) outside the metropolitan area?

(5) For the years 1989-91 (inclusive) how many -

(a) successful tenderers were based in the metropolitan area;
(b) successful tenderers were based outside the metropolitan area?

(6) How will the changes to the Regional Purchasing Policy outlined in WA
Advantage, be implemented?

Mr McGINTY replied:
The information provided includes data collected from the State Supply
Commission, Building Management Authority, Water Authority of Western
Australia and Homeswest, which are the principal public authorities in the
Government's regional purchasing policy. The answers are provided on best
available data and are categorised into Building and Construction, Housing,
and Goods and Services. This is in line with the structure of the current
regional purchasing policy.

Building and Construction, and Housing
Building and Housing Total
Construction

(1) (a) 54 24 78
(b) 30 47 77

(2) (a) $53.36 mn $7.56 in $60.92 mn
(b) $8.88 mn $12.64 rn $21.52 mn

(3) (a) $29.78 mn not available $29.78 in
(b) $43.02 mn not available $43.02 mn
(c) $36.84 mn not available $36.84 mn

(4) (a) $61.12 in $11.42mi $72.54mi
(b) $19.88 mn $23.85 in $43.73 in

(5) (a) 106 30 136
(b) 30 88 118

(6) While the Government has announced several regional initiatives,
there is no specific reference to the regional purchasing policy in the
WA Advantage document. However, the policy is currently being
reviewed by the State Supply Commission.

Goods and Services
The regional purchasing policy also encourages agencies to purchase goods
and services under the value of $2 000 in regional areas. While specific data
is not available on purchases by tender, the current level of data available
through information systems suggests a slight increase in the value of goods
and services sourced in regional areas. For example, based on data available
to the State Supply Commission, the following estimates provide an indicative
view on the policy -
(a) the value of purchases for the period 1988-89 to 1990-91 based in the

metropolitan area - $1.002 billion.
(b) the value of purchases for the period 1988-89 to 1990-91 based outside

the metropolitan area - $0. 115 billion or a ratio of around 12 per cent.
Prior to the release of the policy the ratio was around eight per cent. In the
future, the revised policy will have mechanisms in place to monitor the
effectiveness of the policy.
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SCHOOLS - FIVE YEAR OLDS
Compulsory Schooling - Pilot Schemes

557. Mr KIBRATH to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) (a) With respect to compulsory education for five-year-aids, will the

ministry ask schools to take part in pilot schemes;
(b) if so, when will the pilot schemes start?

(2) If all-day schooling was to be introduced, would there be a staggered entrance
or would all children turning five within a calendar year start at the same
time?

(3) Considering the complications of continuing an informal program in the
restricted space of a classroom, is a change to the program envisaged?

(4) Will the teacher/teacher aide ratio to children be maintained or will primary
school ratios apply?

(5) (a) What provision will be made for supervision of five-year-olds in the
playgrounds;

(b) would they receive special supervision because of their age?
(6) Will full-day attendance be compulsory?
(7) (a) If not, will children be able to attend for part of the day;

(b) would children be able to attend only on specific days?
(8) Will children who have not completed a full-day preprimary year be allowed

to proceed to year one?
(9) Is it envisaged that existing community preschoals would become four-year-

old centres?
(10) If so, does the ministry expect to take over the equipment provided by parents

through fundraising?
(11) Would the ministry renegotiate the leases preschool committees currently

hold on premises?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) (a-b)
There is no compulsory education program for five year olds,
nor is one planned. The Government will phase in the
provision of optional full time preprimary schooling in 1993.

(2) This is one of the many issues which will be considered during the
consultation process.

(3) Programs will continue to be offered which best meet the needs of
individual children. They will be based on the present preprimary
program and in centres that are specially designed for the purpose.

(4) Current preprimary staffing arrangements will continue.
(5) (a)-(b)

Children in a preprimary centre have a separate playground.
The Ministry of Education will ensure that schools provide
adequate supervision.

(6) No.
(7) (a)-(b)

These arrangements are being worked out as pant of the
planning and consultation process. Part time programs will be
available where there is sufficient demand.

(8) Yes.
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(9)-(11)
The future role of community based preschools is a matter for
negotiation between preschools and appropriate Government agencies.
Discussions with representatives of community preschool groups are
being arranged and no changes to their existing arrangements are
envisaged for 1993.

BRAILLE AND TALKING BOOK LIBRARY - FUNDING REPORT
Recomnudations Jmplenmentation

614. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Minister received a report on future arrangements for the funding of

the Braille and Talking Book Library?
(2) Will the recommendations be carried out?
(3) If so, when?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.
(2)-(3)

The report is under active consideration at the moment.
HERITAGE BUILDINGS - RESTORATION EXPENDITURE

Buildings and Projects
640. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Heritage:

(1) (a) What was the total Governiment expenditure on restoration of heritage
buildings in -

(i) 1990;
(ii) 1991;

(b) (i) what buildings/projects were included in (a);
(ii) how much was spent on each building?

(2) (a) What is the anticipated expenditure on the restoration of heritage
buildings in 1992;

(b) (i) what buildings are included in (a);
(ii) how much is budgeted to be spent on each building?

Mr McGINTY replied:
The following tabulations of restoration and refurbishment works on heritage
buildings include expenditure by the Heritage Council of Western Australia
(HCWA), the Building Management Authority (BMA), and Homeswesr (11W)
as annotated below with the above bracketed acronyms.
Expenditure does not include general routine maintenance and has been
recorded against financial rather than calendar years as requested.
(1) (a) (i) Financial year 1989-90 - $2 524 000.

(ii) Financial year 1990-91 - $4 343 900.
(b) 1989-90

HCWA Albany Town H-all NEOP 15000
BMA Albany - Quaranup Camp 15000
HCWA Clinch's Mill, Grenaugh NEOP 9500
BMA Coolgardie Health Services 349000
HCWA Coach House. Mt Barker

Police Station NEGP 5 500
HCWA Dairy Shed, Hazel McDougall

Complex NEOP 1 000
HCWA Dongara Flour MillI

(National Trust) NEOP 2 500
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HCWA
BMA
BMA
BMA
BMA
BMA
HCWA
IICWA
HCWA
BMA
HCWA
BMA

BMA
HCWA
HCWA
BMA
H-C WA
HW
HCWA
HCWA
HC WA

1990-91
BMA
BMA
HCWA
H-C WA

BMA
BMA
BMA
BMA
HCWA
HCWA
BMA
BMA
HCWA
HCWA
HCWA
HCWA
HCWA
BMA
HCWA
HCWA

BMA

BMA
HCWA

HCWA

BMA
NW
HCWA
NW

HCWA
HCWA
HCWA

(2) (a) Financial Year 1991-92 - $2 858 600
(b) 1991-92

Boulder Courthouse
Claremont Teachers College
Clinch's Mill, Greenough
Coolgardie Health Services
Coolgardie Public Buildings
Flour Mill. New Norvia

Flour Mill, New Norcia
Fremantle Maritime Museum
Fremantle Priison
Geraldton Courthouse
Geraldton Old Prison
Government House
Greenough Pioneer Museum
Harvey House, Subiaco
Katherine's Place
Mvibstreamn Homestead
Northam Town Hall
Pernh Institute of
Contemporary Art
Perth Museum
Police Barracks, Cossack
Scots Church, Fremantle
Supreme Court
St Matthew's Church, Guildford
Properties-Lake/Aberdecen Sts
Uniting Church, Gingin
Victoria Pavilion
Yarloop Mill Workshop

Albany Courthouse
Mlbany-Quaranup Camp
Assay Building, Gwalia
Church/Outr Lady or Mt
Carmel, Mullewa
Claremont Teachers College
Coolgardie Health Services
Cossack
Cue Government Buildings
Cunderdin Water Tower
flour Mill, New Norcia
Fremantle Maritime Museum
Fremantle Prison
Gray's Store, Greenough
Gwalia Conservation Works
Harvey House, Subiaco,
Katherine's Place
Maylands Brickworks
Millstrern Homestead
Old Albany Gal
Old School Master's House,
Dongara
Perth Institute of
Contemporary Art
Perth Museum
St Leonard's Anglican Chunch,
Denmark
St Matthew's Anglican Church,
Guildford
Supreme Cowrt
Terminus Hotel, Fremantle
Trades Hall, Kalgoorlie
Two Cottages, CodericW/
Bennett Sts, E Penth
Uduc School, Harvey
Victoria Pavilion
Wesley Church, Fremantle

NEGP 1700
28000
90000

316000
24000

244000
NEOP 1400
CR!' 7000
NEOP 6100

45000
NEGP 2500

50000
376 000

NEOP 6500
NEGP 30100

566000
NEGP 5600

284000
NEGP 4000
NEGP 31100
NEGP 7500

26000
14000

NEGP 18000

NEGP 15000
50000

480000
22 000
20000

NEGP 16000
NEGP 30400

114 000
61000

NEOP 3900
NEOP 8900
NEGP 13800
NEOP 8500
NEOP 8900

26000
NEOP 39400

NEGP 6500

702 000
1 492 000

NEOP 8100

NEOP 4100
115000
53300

CR? 11000

476000
CR? 1600
NEOP 8900
NEOP 9900

Part
NEOP 19500

1 730 000
NEGP 16800

31000
12000

NEGP 1500

BMA/
HCWA
DMA
HCWA
BMA
DMA
HCWA
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BMA
BMA
HCWA

HCWA
BMA
HCWA
HCWA
I4CWA

BMA

BMA
HCWA
HCWA
HW

HW

HCWA
HCWA
HCWA

1989-90
1990-91
1991-92

1989-92

$2524
$4 343
$2 858

Fremantle Prison
Government House
Mt Pleasant Inn Kitchen,
Arthur River
New Norcia Catholic College
Northamn Police Station
Old Gaol. Albany
Peninsula Hotel
Pensioner Guard Cottage,
Bassendean
Perth Institute of
Contemporary Ail
Perth Museum
Smirks Cottage
Si Leonards Church. Denmark
Two Cottages, GodericW/
Bennett Sis, E Perth
Warders' Cottages,
Fremantle Prison
Wesley Church. Fremantle
Wonnerup House, Bussetton
Yarloop Workshop

000
900
600

$9 726 500
2. In addition to the above, the Goverment provides $250
National Trust towards its operational costs.

000 a year to the

3. This information does not include projects that may form part of the 1992-
93 Capital Works Program. Two such projects have so far received approval
to proceed -

*Art Gallery, East Wing (Old Police Courts)
Fremantle Prison

$2.584nm
$1.222 mn

The approval allocation for these two major projects includes funding from
the Federal Government's "One Nation' statement heritage properties
Restoration Programme totalling $ 1.922 million.

LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (LISWA) -
GOVERNMENT FUNDING

653. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:

(1) What level of funding support has the Government given to library services in
Western Australia in each of the last five financial years?

(2) Is the Government planning to increase this funding level in the coming year?
(3) If not, why not?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -
(1) Consolidated Revenue Funding to the Library

Australia for the last five years is as follows -

1991-92
1990-91
1989-90
1988-89
1987-88

(2)-(3)

Board of Western

$21420000
$21590000
$22 315 327
$22 094 860
$20 706 000

The Government will consider the funding levels for 1992-93 as part
of the Budget process.

360 000
150 000

NEGP 2 500
NEC]? 1:300

10000
NEC]? 15000
CRF 5000

NEC]? 13300

342 000
16000

NEC]? 9500
NEC]? 4000

25 000

80000
NEC]P 1100
NEOP 11700
NEOP 1400

NOTES:
1. Totals

Grand Total
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SCHOOLS - COODANUP HIGH
Stage 3 Construction Funding - Projected Enrolments

683. Mr NICHOLLS to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) When will funding be made available for the construction of stage 3, at

Coodanup High School?
(2) (a) Will there be a specific grant allocated to the Coodanup High School

in the coming Budget for the purchase of library resources for year 11I
and 12;

(b,) if not, why not?
(3) What are the projected student numbers for each year for the Coodanup High

School over the coming five years?
Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) It is not possible to indicate definitely when funding will be made available
for the construction of the stage 3 additions at Coodanup Hi1gh School.
However, the matter will continue to be considered in relation to the needs of
other schools in the determination of capital works programs.

(2) (a)-(b)
A payment of $23 415 which included a library grant of $14 070 for
years 11I and 12 was made to the school on 4 November 199 1.

(3) 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
YearS8 188 192 209 220 223
Year 9 187 201 206 224 236
Year 10 190 196 210 216 234
Yearll1 159 171 172 183 188
Yearl12 101 111 119 120 128

TOTAL 825 871 916 963 1009

These projections take into account the approval for some students
residing in the Halls Head and Falcon areas to attend Coodanup High
School, and the two new non-Govermecnt secondary schools in
Mandurab presently catering only for year 8 students.

SOUTH WEST CORRIDOR - ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT
1Port Kennedy Area Conservatioan Recommendation - Report Release and Tabling

688. Mr KIERATH to the Minister for Planning:
(1) Has an environmental audit been carried out on the south western corridor?
(2) Did this audit recommend the conservation of the Port Kennedy area?
(3) When will this audit report be released to the public?
(4) (a) Will the Minister table a copy of this repont in Parliament;

(b) if not, why not?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) An environmental audit for the South West Corridor is being undertaken.
(2) The audit has not been finalised. An early assessment which constitutes part

of the total audit did make some recommendations which impinge on the Port
Kennedy area.

(3) The audit is part of an internal process as part of the wider structure planning
process. If any pant of the audit is. to be acted upon or incorporated into the
structure plans, those parts will be reflected in the documents released for
public consultative purposes.

(4) (a) No.
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(b) The documents are internal working documents prepared as pan of the
preparation of the South East Corridor Structure Plans. It is not usual
for internal working documents which may or may not be accepted to
be tabled.

EMPLOYMENT, VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING, DEPARTMENT
OF - COMMUNITY ADULT EDUCATION COURSES
Concession Fees - Concession Holders; Austudy Eligibility

695. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) For the Community Adult Education courses conducted at Department of

Employment, Vocational Education and Training colleges, which concession
holders are entitled to receive the concession fee?

(2) (a) Does a recipient of Austudy qualify as a concession holder;
(b) if not, why not?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) A person who holds a Health Care Card, a Health Benefits Card, a
Rates Concessions Card, a Veterans Health Benefits Card, a Pensioner
Health Benefits/Travel Card and their dependants or a Seniors' Card.

(2) Persons in receipt of Austudy should be eligible for a Health Care
Card which would entitle them to a concessional fee.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - FIVE YEAR OLDS'
HEALTH SCREENING SERVICE

Shelley Preschool - Community Health Nursing Letter

703. Mir KIERATH to the Minister for Health:
(1) Did the Health Department of Western Australia send a letter to the Shelley

Pre- School in January stating that the goal of community health nursing is the
promotion of health and prevention of illness, rather than the treatment of
illness?

(2) Prior to 1992. were five year olds monitored for health in their preschool
year?

(3) Has this monitoring now ceased?
(4) Has the Health Department directed that parents and teachers should monitor

the health of these children and consult a visiting health nurse if they detect
possible problems?

(5) Bearing in mind that parents and teachers do not necessarily have the skills to
detect possible problems with the same accuracy as a person specifically
trained in health matters, are these children being disadvantaged by having to
wait an extra year to be professionally screened?

(6) For what reason was screening of five year olds by professional health cavers
eliminated?

(7) In accordance with the Health Department's statements in the letter mentioned
in part (1) of this question, will this screening service be reinstated if
requested?

Mir WILSON replied:
(1) No. However, the Health Department of WA sent a letter to superintendents

of the Ministry of Education within the south metropolitan health region
informing them that the main functions of a community nurse's role is health
promotion and health education rather than total management of sick and
injured students. The superintendents were asked to convey this information
to school principals and parents and citizens' associations within their district.

(2) Yes.
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(3) No. Preprimary school screening checks were suspended earlier this year but
these have now been reinstated pending a report from the National Health and
Medical Research Council next year.

(4) The Health Department recognises the unique relationship that parents and
teachers have with the children in their care and support their continued
involvement in referring children with health concerns to the visiting
community nurse.

(5) Not applicable.
(6) Following a review of community health services it was recommended that

preschool and year I screening be combined. This recommendation was
based on the finding that Health Department of WA resources devoted to
child health screening are far in excess of what can be justified on the basis of
scientific merit and international standards. Further consideration of this
recommendation has highlighted a number of disadvantages so the program
has since been reinstated pending a report from the National Health and
Medical Research Council next year.

(7) Not applicable.
SCHOOLS - HARVEY AGRICULTURAL SENIOR HIGH

Gymnasiwn-Assemnbly Area Building Project

705. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Is the gymnasium-assembly area at the Harvey Agricultural Senior High

School only two-fifths built, and has it been in this state for several years?
(2) Is there any time frame to complete this project?
(3) If so, when?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) In 1985, a covered area was built at Harvey Agricultural Senior High
School. It was designed in such a manner that it could be incorporated
into a possible future hall-gymnasium.

(2)-(3)
While no firm commitment has been given regarding this project, the
needs of Harvey Agricultural Senior High School will be fully
considered in relation to the needs of other schools when the details of
the 1992-93 Capital Works Program are finalised.

LAUREL INVESTMENTS PTY LTD - SCHOOL BUSES
Wheel Bearing Problems

706. Mr TUBBY to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Minister received an explanation from Laurel Investments ty Ltd of

Kununurra concerning the wheel bearing problems on its contract buses?
(2) Has the Minister also received a copy of correspondence from Mobil Oil

Australia accepting responsibility for one of its products causing the wheel
bearing noise of these school buses?

(3) (a) Does the Minister accept these explanations;
(b) if so, will the Minister take action to ensure all adverse reports

concerning the wheel bearing problems on the contract buses operated
by Laurel Investments ty Ltd (owned by Mr Howard Young) are
expunged from the records;

(c) if not, why not?
(4) (a) Will the Minister be issuing a formal apology to Mr Young's company

on this matter;
(b) if not, why not?
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Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2)
Yes.

(3) (a) Yes.
(b) Sufficient notation will be made on the report to absolve the

contractor of any criticism.
(c) Not applicable.

(4) (a)-(b)
The inspection report was based on the best information
available at that time and made in good faith. The ministry
will be advising Mr Young that the faults were not attributcable
to his company's performance.

SOCIAL ADVANTAGE PACKAGE - SCHOOL GRANTS
Facilities Available to Local Communiry

743. Mr COWAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
With respect to the Social Advantage package and the grants for schools to
make it easier for them to make school facilities available to the local
community (p42) -

(a) what is the total amount of funding available;
(b) where will it come from:
(c) who will decide which schools are to be funded?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(a) The total amount is to be determined following consultation with
school districts as to the acfual level of demand.

(b) This funding will be made available from Consolidated Revenue
Funds.

(c) Decisions will be made at the district level and will involve principals,
district superintendents, local government and community members.

SCHOOLS - PREPRIMARY
Full-time Schooling - Curriculum Development Funding

751. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Have any funds been allocated for the development of curriculum for the

proposed full-day preprirnary program?
(2) If yes, how much?
(3) If no, why not?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) There are no essential changes proposed to the current curriculum.

Any expenditure on additional support materials is included in the
funds allocated to the program.
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SCHOOLS - PREPRIMARY
Full-time Schooling - Curricuiwn-Haif-doy Program Difference

752. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) How will the curriculum for a full-day preprimary program differ from the

current half-day program?
(2) To what extent wili the curriculum for years 1, 2, and 3 be modified as a result

of the change to a full-day preprimary program?

(3) What account wilt be taken of a child's cultural heritage and linguistic
background in the new curriculum?

(4) What role will parents play in the new curriculum?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) There are no changes proposed, in essence, to the curnt curriculum.
Current curriculum documents are developmental in their approach.

(2)-(4)
Not applicable.

SCHOOLS - POUR YEAR OLDS
Full-time Schooling Program

753. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Will the Government provide a program for all four year olds to prepare them

for entry to the full-day preprimary program?
(2) If yes, what will the cost of this program be in -

(a) 1993;
(b) 1994;
(c) 1995?

(3) If no, why not?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

Services for four year olds will be coordinated by the Department of
Community, Family and Children's Services. There will be close
liaison with the Ministry of Education during the planning and
implementation stages of full-time preprimary schooling to ensure a
sufficient number of places are available for four year olds.

SCHOOLS -PREPRIMARY

Full-time Schooling -Opposition Submissions
756. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:

(1) Has the Ministry of Education received any formal submissions not to
introduce against 'formal' curricula and teaching practices to preprimary?

(2) (a) If so, from which organ isations;
(b) from how many individuals have submissions been received?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1 )-(2)
The Ministry of Education has received one submission commissioned
by the WA Primary Principals' Association which has supported the
current developmental approach for a full-time program for five year
olds.

3810 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 25 August 1992] 81

SCHOOLS - PREPRIMARY
Full-time Schooling - Places, 1993-95

765. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) How many places will the Ministry of Education be offering for full-rime

prepimrary schooling in -

(a) 1993;
(b) 1994;
(c) 1995?

(2) What is the expected total preprimary population in Western Australia in -

(a) 1993;
(b) 1994;
(c) 1995?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) (a)-(c)
Approximately 7 000 in each year.

(2) (a) 1993 26518
(b) 1994 27 193
(c) 1995 27 427
This is the total projected five year old population for Western
Australia. Projections are based upon the Department of Planning and
Urban Development's medium series population projections - 1991-
2001.

SCHOOLS -PREPRIMARY
Full-rime Schooling - Part-time Programs

776. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Will parents who do not want their preprimary age children to attend school

fuli-rime be provided with a part-time program?
(2) If no, does this mean that parents will have to choose between full-rime

schooling and nothing for their preprimary age children?
Dr GALLO)P replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Part time programs will be provided where there is sufficient demand.
(2) Not applicable.

MICROECONOMIC REFORM - AREAS TARGETED
Progress

793. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Microeconomic Reform:
(1) What are the areas which were targeted for microeconomic reform after the

ministerial portfolio of Microeconomic Reform was created?
(2) Can the Minister inform the Parliament of the Government's progress in these

areas to dare?
(3) What are the areas which have been targeted for microeconomic reform over

the next twelve months?
Dr GALLODP replied:
(1-(3)

I thank the member for his interest in this important issue and refer him to five
major public statements made by the State Government of Wesrern Australia
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on the subject. These documents should outline current achievements and
other areas targeted for microeconornic reform -

"Issues and Challenges in Microeconomic Reform in Western
Australia". October 1990.
"Progress and Priorities: An Overview of the Western Australian
Government's Approach to Microeconomic Reform". December
1990.
"Reform and Renewal: A Policy Discussion Paper On the
Corporatisation of Government Trading Enterprises". June 1991.
"Premier's Microeconomic Reform Information Paper: AIC
Privatisation Conference - Perth. July 1992.
Accountability and Responsibility: A policy discussion paper on
persona] liabilities and a code of conduct for directors of Government
Trading Enterprises August 1992.

POLICE - TRAINING SCHOOL
Previous and Future Dates - Candidates Statistics

795. Mr McNEE to the Minister representing the Minister for Police:
(1) When was the last police training school held in Western Australia?
(2) How many students took part in this training school?
(3) When is the next police training school scheduled to take place?
(4) How many students will take part in this training school?
(5) How many candidates are listed for future training?
(6) How does the number of trained students fit in with the Government's

proposal for the upgrading of the Police Force?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) 24 June 1991 to 15 November 199 1.
(2) 185 graduated.
(3)-(4)

To be determined.
(5) Applications are being processed but no candidates will be listed for training

until details of the next school are finalised.
(6) 242 of the proposed 1 000 are still outstanding.
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN COLLEGE OF ADVANCED EDUCATION -

UNIVERSITY STATUS CHANGE
On-campus Non-degree Courses Phase-out - Courses Converted to Degree Status

801. Mr KEERATH to the Minister representing the Mlinister for Education:
(1) Will the change of status of the Western Australian College of Advanced

Education to a university mean that on-campus non-degree courses will be
phased out?

(2) If so, who will run these courses?
(3) Will some existing courses at Edith Cowan University be convented to degree

status?
(4) If such courses are convented to degree status, is it because of relevant

changes in the skills and depth of knowledge required for employment in a
particular vocation?

(5) if yes to (4), how is it that these skill and knowledge changes have coincided
for a range of courses, and have also coincided with WACAF's change to
university stains?
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(6) Where existing Edith Cowan University courses are convented to degree
status1 what implications does this have for future salary demands in relevant
vocations?

(7) Where existing Edith Cowan University courses are convented to degree
status, what are the implications for students in non-university training
institutions who up until now have been taking courses of equivalent status to
those at Edith Cowan University in similar areas of study?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) No, not while there is continuing strong demand for Edith Cowan
University to offer non-degree courses.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) There are no current plans to upgrade existing courses to degree status.
(4) Not applicable; however, the demands of professional practice are

usually the major consideration in upgrading courses to degree status.
(5) Not applicable.
(6) None if course lengthening is not involved.
(7) Improved university/FAFE articulation provides the opportunity for

students in non-university institutions to transfer to a degree course
with appropriate recognition for previous learning.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD - PART-TIME CHAIRMAN
Remuneration Increase -Trading Performance

809. Mr TUBRY to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:
(1) Why has the remuneration of the pant time chairman's position on the

Totalisator Agency Board been increased from $7 500 to $86 000?
(2) Does the percentage increase of this part time payment properly reflect the

trading performance of the TAB?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) The chairman's fee for a specific period of 24 months was based on his

spending the equivalent of a third to half his time on TAB matters. The
remuneration is $84 000 and not $86 000 as stated in the member's question.
In the first four months of his involvement he worked virtually full-time on
TAB affairs and since has spent at least half his time on the TAB. At the time
of his appointment the present chairman of the TAB had just undertaken a
comprehensive study of the TAB. In his report he had identified a wide range
of deficiencies in TAB operations, and had made recommendations on how
these problems might be overcome. Consequent to this report he was invited
by the Government to take on an executive chairman's role at the TAB,
involving a very significant commitment of time on his part, and therefore a
significant diversion from his own consultancy business.

(2) At the time of the chairman's appointment the TAB's performance was in
rapid decline. The chairman was asked to take on the appointment for two
years with three specific casks in mind -

(a) to halt the decline in TAB performance;
(b) to return the TAB to turnover growth; and
(c) to set in place systems which would ensure growth of the TAB into the

future.
I am pleased to inform you that within 14 months the decline in TAB turnover
has been halted and in the past three months the TAB has returned to real
growth against the previous year, with every indication chat in the next 12
months TAB turnover will be substantially ahead of the previous year. Also,
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in the past 12 months a wide range of improvements have been introduced to
the TAB which will have a significant impact on future performance.

GREYHOUND RACING BOARD - APPOINTMENTS
Remuneration - Anticipated Annual Cost

810. Mr TUBBY to the inister for Racing and Gaming:
(1) Who does the Minister intend appointed to the Greyhound Racing Board?
(2) Are the appointees familiar with the greyhound racing industry?
(3) (a) Have these appointments been discussed with the greyhound racing

industry?
(b) if not, why not?

(4) (a) Are the new board members to be remunerated;
(b) if so, what will be the level of rem uneration?

(5) (a) Will the board maintan a paid secretariat;
(b) if so, what will be the anticipated annual cost to the greyhound racing

industry?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1)-5)

1 refer the member to my Press release of 4 June 1992 pertaining to this
matter, which read as follows -

Greyhound racing in Western Australia was set to enter a new era with
the appointment of a commercially-oriented committee, Racing and
Gamning inister Pam Beggs said today.
Mrs Beggs said the comm ittee would help the industry build on the
gains that had been made in the past few years.
It also would overcome anomalies that had been highlighted by the
Auditor General and Crown Law Department.
These anomalies included changes to the rules of racing and the need
for properly constituted committees to be established when specified
in legislation.
Mrs Beggs said the new committee would be chaired by prominent
Perth banker Pat Ryan.
Other members were veterinarian Tom Edwards, accounting and
financial consultant Douglas West, and resources company secretary
Daryl Gore.
Mrs Beggs has written to industry associations seeking a nomination
for the fifth board position. However, anyone engaged in the industry
was eligible to nominate. So far, she had not received a nomination
from the associations.
"I am delighted that people of such standing have accepted invitations
to them to serve on the committee as I believe their collective
experience will be invaluable in assisting the industry go from strength
to strength," she said.
Mr Ryan is a director and former managing director of Challenge
Bank and was the chief executive of the bank's predecessor, PBS
Group of Companies,
He was a member of the Western Australian Local Government Grants
Commission and current (sic) is a member of the panel of the
Commercial Tribunal of WA.
Dr Edwards has had long and close links with the greyhound industry.
He was the industry's foundation vet between 1976 and 1983 and his
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work in a range of veterinary circles has been recognised through
several awards, include an honorary fellowship of the Australian
Veterinary Association.
Mr West currently runs his own accounting and financial consultancy.
He has had extensive experience in the liquor and recall trades as well
as the printing and publishing industries.

Mir Gore is the company secretary of SIPA Resources International.
He previously was responsible for the financial administration of
Australian Consolidated Minerals.
He was a member of the WA National Football League Protests and
Disputes Board and played for East Fremantle between 1960 and
1964.
Mrs Beggs said greyhound racing in Western Australia had come a
long way in the past few years.
"However, there are many challenges ahead, especially the question of
TAB revenues going back to the participants in the industry through
stakemoney," she said.
"Since 1986, the greyhound industry has received a 133 per cent boost
in revenue from the TAB, rising from just $1.3 million to more than
$3 million," she said.
"Although the TAB turnover on WA meetings has risen $3.5 million
in the past six years, the TAB's turnover on eastern states' greyhound
meetings has increased from just $320 000 in 1986 to almost
$30 million today.
"But stakemnoney has not increased at a comparative rate although it is
to the credit of owners and trainers that they have foregone big
increases in the interests of developing facilities.
"In the racing and trotting codes, stakesmoney is around 80 per cent of
TAB revenues whereas greyhound owners receive only about 55 per
cent.
"I am confident the new committee will tackle issues such as this to
enable the industry to build on its strengths and grow for the benefit of
the many people involved with greyhounds and the thousands of
punters who support them."
Media reference: Nigel Higgs 321 7333

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TURF CLUB - REPORT TABLING
81. Mr TUBBY to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

(I) Has the Minister provided to the Totalisator Agency Board a copy of the
report which the board commissioned into the operations of the Western
Australian Turf Club?

(2) Has the Chairman of the WA Turf Club stated on a Perth radio station that the
Minister has the report and its release is completely in the hands of the
Minister?

(3) (a) Will the Minister cable a copy of this report in the Parliament;
(b) if so, when;
(c) if not, why not?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1)-(3)

The report by BDO Nelson Parkhill relating to the financial analysis of the
Western Australian Turf Club and the Western Australian Trotting
Association was tabled in the Legislative Council on Thursday, 4 June 1992.
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STATE ENERGY COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - OUTSTANDING
ELECTRICITY ACCOUNTS

Disconnections
822. Mr COURT to the Minister for Fuel and Energy:

How many domestic electricity supplies were disconnected because of the
failure to pay bills during the last three calendar years?

Dr GALLOP replied:
Year Customers
1989 5 648
1990 7 151
1991 9712
As a result of the reorganisation of SECWA during 1989 a greater emphasis
was placed on business performance. Ar the same time monitoring of bad
debt write-off revealed an increasing trend. As a result, credit control
initiatives aimed at containing and reducing the bad debt level were
implemented, consequently increasing the number of disconnections.
Disconnection of supply is always used as a last resort when al other attempts
to recover the arrears have been exhausted. In most cases those customers
who have been disconnected are reconnected the same day or within 24 hours.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - BREMER BAY HEALTH
CENTRE

Re-examination
824. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Health:

(1) (a) Has the situation regarding the Bremer Bay Health Centre been re-
examined;

(b) if so, what is the result?
(2) If not, when will the re-examination be finalised?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) (a) Yes.

(b) No exceptional circumstances were identified which would justify a
departure from the established policy on transfer funding and provide
a basis for the Bremer Bay Health Centre to again receive funding for
this purpose.

(2) Not applicable.
EDUCATION, MINISTRY OF - SPECIAL EDUCATION RECURRENT GRANT

PROGRAM
Federal Grant Amount, 1990-91

852. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) How much was the total Federal grant amount to Western Australia under the

Special Education Recurrent Grant program for the fiscal year 1990-91?
(2) How much of that grant was retained by the State Government for

administration costs?
(3) How many children in Western Australia are recipients of the grant?
(4) How has the grant grown, in percentage terms, over the last five fiscal years?
(5) How has the number of recipients gown, in percentage terms, over the last

five fiscal years?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Actual revenue received from the Commonwealth for the 1990-91
fiscal yea totalled $2 159 000.
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(2) $257 000 of this amount was retained to meet the administrative
overheads and support service costs.

(3) Students with disabilities in Western Australian Government schools
benefit ftrm the above grant as well as from the State Consolidated
Revenue Fund. There are no specific programs funded by either of the
grants separately. The two funding sources contribute to the whale
program offered by the Ministry of Education for students with
disabilities. As at the end of the 1990-91 fiscal year, 3 987 students
with disabilities were benefiting from the combined Commonwealth
and State funds in Covernment Education Support Schools, Education
Support Centres, Education Support Units and regular schools.

(4) Since the 19W6.87 fiscal year, funding has increased by 15.1 per cent -
to the end of fiscal year 1990-91,

(5) There are no comparable statistics available for the 1986-87 fiscal year
as prior to 1992 students with disabilities in regular schools were not
recorded as a population separate from other students in regular
schools. However, they did benefit from the grants described above.

PORK - EXPORTS
Fresh, Frozen and Processed Pork

860. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) In relation to the Minister's answers to my questions on notice 791 of 1992

and 792 of 1992, how much fresh Western Australian pork (in tonnes) has
been exported in the years 1989-1992 to date (inclusive) to the following -

(a) South Australia;
(b) Victoria;
(c) Tasmania;
(d) New South Wales;,
(e) Queensland;
(f) Northern Territory?

(2) How much frozen Western Australian pork (in tonnes) has been exported in
the years 1989-1992 to date (inclusive) to the following -

(a) South Australia;
(b) Victoria;
(c) Tasmania;
(d) New South Wales;
(e) Queensland;
(f) Northern Territory?

(3) How much processed Western Australian pork (in tonnes) has been exported
in the years 1989-1992 to date (inclusive) to the following -

(a) South Australia;
(b) Victoria;
(c) Tasmania;
(d) New South Wales;,
(e) Queensland;
(f) Northern Territory?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1)-(3)

These statistics are not available for reasons of commercial confidentiality.
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MANDURAH - ENTRANCE DREDGING PROGRAM
SCHOOLS - PREPRIMARY

Screening Checks, Southern Suburbs Abolition - Amnblyopia Screening Checks
864. Mr GRAYDEN to the Mtinister for Health:

(1) Have screening checks by nurses at preprimary schools in Perth's southern
suburbs been abolished?

(2) Will screening checks continue to be made to identify children with
amblyopia or "lazy vision"?

(3) If so, what form will such screening checks take?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) No. Preprimary school screening checks were suspended earlier this year but

these have now been reinstated pending a report from the National Health and
Medical Research Council next year.

(2) Yes&
(3) The screening checks will continue to be carried out in accordance with the

National 'Health and Medical Research Council report on the minimum
schedule for child health screening.

MAWDURAH OCEAN ENTRANCE - DREDGING PROGRAM
Maintenance of Navigable Channel Funding

868. Mr NICHOLLS to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Will the Government provide funding to keep the Mandurab entrance open as

a navigable channel, over the next four months?
(2) Does the Government accept that the blocking of the Mandurah entrance

between July and November is not desirable as it will contribute significantly
to the micro-algae bloom within the Peel-Harvey Inlet?

(3) How much sand will be removed in the proposed dredging program?
(4) Does the Government accept that another significant algae bloom, similar to

last year, will have disastrous ramifications on the fragile tourism industry
which exists in Mandurah?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) Historically the Government has never committed itself to providing funds for

maintenance of a navigable channel at the Mandurab Ocean Entrance through
the winter months.

(2) The Government has advice that shoaling of the Mandurah entrance between
July and November will not contribute significantly to the micro-algae bloom
within the Peel-Harvey Inlet.

(3) Funds are being allocated to the Department of Marine and Harbours for
further maintenance dredging of the Mandurab Ocean Entrance commencing
in September 1992- About 70 000 cubic metres of sand will be removed at
that time.

(4) The Government is taking positive steps to alleviate the algae bloom problem
at Mandurah by constructing the Dawesyille Channel.

MINISTERIAL BREAKFAST ACCOUNT - TREASURY OPERATION
872. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:

Is the Ministerial Breakfast Account operated through the Treasury or in some
other form?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
The ministerial breakfast account is operated at the Commonwealth Bank,
West Perth.
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BIKEWEST - BICYCLE SAFETY
Road Cons truction - Main Roads Department and Local Authorities Assistance Guidelines

873. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Transport:
I-as Bikewest established guidelines to assist the Main Roads Department and
local authorities in the construction of roads taking into account bicycle
safety?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
Yes. Bicewest, in consultation with the Main Roads Department and local
government authority engineers, between 1988 and 1991 trialled a draft
guideline document on the construction of engineered facilities for cyclists.
The final document 'Guidelines for the Design of Bicycle Facilities' was
distributed, in March 1992, to all local government authorities, relevant
sections of the Main Roads Department, planners and ocher interested Persons.
Construction to the standards set down in the above document are a condition
of all Bikewest-local government authority joint funded projects, and the
Main Roads Department uses these guidelines together with the 1988
Austroads Guidelines for the design of on-road and off-road cycling facilities.

DISABILITY SERVICES - NON-GOVERNMENT AGENCIES FUNDING
RESPONSIBILITY

876. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Disability Services:
Under the Minister's disability policy who will be administering the
distribution of funding to non-Government agencies providing human services
to people with disabilities?

Mr RIPPER replied:
Funding is administered by three different departments. The Government is
considering means to coordinate the administration of this funding.

GNANGARA MOUND - BOUNDARIES REDUJCTION BASIS
878. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Planning:

Upon what basis were the boundaries of the Gnangara Mound Crown land
reduced as gazetted on 20 March 1992?

Mr DL. SMITH replied:
The question appears to be based upon an understanding that there has been a
reduction in the area to which the Onangara Mound Crown Land Statement of
Planning Policy relates. It is not clear to which the reduction refers. The
policy is the first such statement of planning policy which has been prepared
far the area in question. The policy area boundary was based predominantly
upon land tenure, and the identification of the area as a priority one
underground water supply resource. The area coincides generally with that
referred to in the Environmental ProteccionlGnangara Mound Crown Land
Groundwater Policy. It is intended that other planning and environmental
protection policies will be prepared in due course, to cover other areas of the
Goangara Mound which are predominantly in private ownership.

BIKEWEST - TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT REGULATORS
Inquiry and Advice

879. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Transport:
Has Bikewest investigated and advised upon the suitability of various forms
of traffic management regulators?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
Yes. Bikewest's publication 'Guidelines for the Design of Bicycle Facilities'
contains recommendations for the integration of cycling facilities into traffic
management installations. Bikewest also provides regular advice to planners
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and local government authority engineers on the effect of various traffic
management treatments on bicycle use and safety.

BIKEWEST - BICYCLE SAFETY
Educational Program for Motorists

880. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Transport:
What educational programs for motorists are carried out by Bikewest relating
to bicycle safety?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
Motorist education is not an area that Bikewest has responsibility for.
Bikewest, however, includes a presentation to parents on motorist awareness
of cyclists as part of its vacational bicycle educational program and over the
past eight months Bikewes: has produced and distributed through various
outlets 4 000 motor vehicle stickers with the message PLEASE TAKE
EXTRA CARE CYCLISTS OUT THERE. As part of the "Drive to Stay
Alive" booklet produced by the Police Department there is a section on
motorist awareness of cyclists' needs. This section has been rewritten in
consultation with Bikewest for inclusion in future editions. Bikewest is
currently producing a leaflet for use by driving schools to instruct new drivers
as to the needs and rights of cyclists and bicycle safety.

CANNING BASIN GROUND WATER RESERVOIR, EAST OF MARBLE BAR -
KIMBERLEY PIPELINE

Resource Inquiry Funding Refusal
885. Mr McNEE to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Is there a huge Canning Basin ground water reservoir east of Marble Bar right
in the area the Minister claims he wants to green with the Kimberley pipeline?

(2) Would this not be a better resource to use for this area?
(3) How many years has funding to explore/prove this resource been

deferred/refused?
(4) Why has it been refused?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) There are indications of ground water resources in the Canning Basin but

there has been no systematic assessment work carried out.
(2) It would be necessary to undertake a detailed assessment of the ground water

quality and availability before its usefulness can be determined.
(3) The Western Australian Water Resources Council has developed a strategy

for ground water resource assessment which would include work in the
Canning Basin.

(4) This strategy is currently under consideration by Government.
MINES DEPARTMENT - GROUND WATER SURVEYS SECTION

Canning Basin Ground Water Resource Inquiry Proposal
886. Mr McNEE to the Minister for Mines:

(1) Which section of the Department of Mines carries out surveys of the State's
ground water resources?

(2) Has this section ever put forward a proposal to explore/prove the Canning

Basin ground water resource?
(3) If so, would the Minister provide a list of dates/occasions on which such a

proposal was presented and the reason for granting/refusing funding for such a
proposal?

Mr GORDON ILL replied:
(1) The hydrogeology section of the geological survey division of the Department

of Mines.
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(2) Yes.
(3) The proposals have been incorporated into the Groundwater Resources

Assessment Strategy developed by the WA Water Resources Council.
CARAVAN PARKS - NEW LEGISLAT1ON

Draft Proposals
896. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for Local Government:

(1) Has the Government prepared a draft for new legislative changes dealing with
caravan parks?

(2) Would the Minister detail what level of industry and community involvement
has been undertaken in preparing the draft proposals?

(3) (a) Does the Government intend to have a Bill for new legislative changes
introduced in the Parliament this year;

(b) if so, would the Minister detail them?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) The 1989 Report of the Caravan Industry Development Strategy Working

Group contained a draft proposal for regulations to accompany a new Caravan
Parks Act.

(2) The working group's report was released for public comment in 1989. 1
appointed an Interim Caravan Parks Advisory Committee to review the
working group's recommendations and consider the public submissions. The
committee is made up of persons from the caravan industry, local
government, Caravan associations, consumers, and Government agencies.

(3) (a) No.
(b) Due to the pressures on the legislative program, it is unlikely the new

Bill will be introduced before the autumn session of 1993.
AQUIFERS - YARRAGADEE FORMATION AQUIFER, BUNBURY-AUGUSTA

Inquiry Delays - Publication of Information Restrictions
903. Mr- McNEE to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Will the Minister advise if there were any delays to the investigations of the
Yarragadee Formation aquifer between Bunbury and Augusta?

(2) If yes, why were these delays incurred?
(3) Was the publication of information regarding these investigations and the size

and purity of the aquifer at any time suppressed or restricted?
(4) If yes to (3), why?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Closure of the Mines Department drilling branch in 1990 caused a short delay

but assessment work was completed this year using contract drilling.
(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.

HOSPITALS - WARREN DISTRICT
Redevelopment Commitment

908. Mr OMODET to the Minister for Health:
(1) As the State and Commonwealth Departments of Health are finalising

arrangements for the construction of a nursing home in Manjimnup, wil the
Minister now give a commitment for the redevelopment of the Warren
District Hospital in the 1992-93 State Budget?

(2) If not, why not?
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Mr WILSON replied:

Finalising the arrangements for the establishment of a nursing home facility in
Manjimup is the responsibility of the Commonwealth Government and the
Manjimup nursing home steering group. Once the arrangements are in place
to enable the nursing home proposal to proceed the redevelopment of the
Warren District Hospital will be subject to the norma] Budget process and
considered along with all other capital works projects.

ETHYL DI-BROMIDE (CHEMICAL) - BEEHIVES TREATMENT
909. Mr 0 MODEL to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Is the chemical ethyl cit-bromide still being used in Western Australia for the
tatment of beehives?

(2) If no, will the Minister give reasons why the use of this chemical is no longer
permitted?

(3) Is the chemical ethyl di-bromide being used by beekeepers in other States of
Australia?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) No.
(2) The chemical ethylene 61-bromide has been deregistered for reasons of health.
(3) No.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MEAT MARKETING CORPORATION - REVIEW
COMPLETION

9 10. Mr OMODET to the Minister for Agric ulture:
(1) Has the review committee report into the Western Australian Meat Marketing

Corporation as per the requirements under the Marketing of Meat Act 1971
been completed?

(2) Will the Minister release the findings of the review committee to -

(a) members of Parliament;
(b) farmer organisations;
(c) abattoir owners;
(d) meat exporters;
(e) individual farmers?

(3) If the review of the Marketing of Meat Act has not been completed, will the
Minister advise when the review will be completed?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) No. The review committee is currently preparing its draft report having

considered written and verbal submissions from a wide range of individuals
and organisations.

(2) (a)-(e)
Before finalising its recommendations, the review committee will
release an interim report to provide the opportunity for further
comment by all individuals and organisations that made submissions,
and the public generally.

(3) The review committee's interim report will be completed by 31 July 1992 and
the final report will be presented to me by 30 September 1992.
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MILK INDUSTRY - VENDOR DI STRI CTS
Rationalisation Proposals Decision: Zone Numbers Reduction; Industry Readjustment

Scheme
911. Mr OMODET to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Has a decision been made in relation to the milk vendor district rationalisation
proposals?

(2) Will any structural adjustments which are achieved be done so to allow
industry participants time to adopt to a change in trading environment?

(3) Has the Minister agreed to the proposal of a milk vendors association to
reduce the number of zones from 218 10 90?

(4) Will the reduction of the number of zones from 218 to 50 cause the collapse
of the milk vending section of the milk industry?

(5) If it is the Minister's intention to reduce the number of zones to 50, will the
Minister give a commitment to putting in place an industry readjustment
scheme?

(6) What is the cost of any such industry readjustment scheme?
Mr BRIDGE replied:

Various recommendations were advanced for rationalisation of milk
distribution arrangements in declared dairy areas of the Stare controlled by the
Dairy Industry Authority. The initial step proposed reductions to the then 226
Perth districts. The number proposed Tanged from 90 broad zones advanced
by the Milk Vendors Association to 20 broad districts detailed in the DIA's
'Analysis of Rationalisation Proposals' (April 1991). The rationalisation
program outlined to the industry in October 1991 provides for phased
reductions to the number of milk distribution districts over a three year period
with the initial first step to 50 broad districts in the Penth metropolitan area.
The rationalisation program addresses structural imbalances within the milk
vending and distribution sector; provides for 'customer choice' of milk
delivery services; and promotes progressively increased competition amongst
service providers within the sector.

(3)-(4)
No.

(5)-(6)
The rationalisation program outlined in October 1991 stated -

The Authority will monitor developments and propose, if necessary,
an . .. adjustment assistance scheme.. ."

The DIA has developed a distribution adjustment assistance scheme which it
has circulated to industry for comment.

WHEAT - FINANCE SCHEME MAINTENANCE
Gobbart, N.J., Letter - Minister for Agriculture's Response

912. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Has the Minister responded to the letter from Mr N J Gobbart, Shire President

of Mount Marshall Shire, dated 9 May 1992, (their reference A6/26/373. 1) in
relation to carry on finance for grain growers in the eastern wheatbelt?

(2) Has this letter emanated from the Shires of Mount Marshall, Mukinbudin,
Nungarin and Trayning?

(3) Will the Minister give details of his response to proposals for a State funded
carry on finance scheme as proposed by the Shires?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) In a letter dated 9 March 1992 the Mt Marshall Shire advocated a special
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Carry-On' loan scheme for farmers unable to access sufficient commercial
'carry-on' finance to implement a 'normal' cropping program this season.
The proposal was subsequently discussed with interested parties against the
background of the State's special 'interest top-up' scheme introduced to help
early recovery by farm businesses this season. A special crop planting loan
scheme is currently under consideration and a reply will be sent when a
decision is made.

(2) Yes.
(3) Not applicable.

AGRICULTURE PROTECTION BOARD - PRIMARY INDUSTRY, DEPARTMENT
OF, CONTROL

914. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Will the Agriculture Protection Board be placed under the control of the

proposed new Department of Primary Industry?
(2) If yes, is the Agriculture Protection Board to retain its own identity as it has in

the past?
(3) If noto(1) -

(a) what are the changes proposed for the Agriculture Protection Board;
(b) will the Minister outline the structure proposed for this organisation?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) The member is aware that I have requested a review of all services in my

Agriculture portfolio; that is, the Department of Agriculture, the Agriculture
Protection Board, and RAFCOR. There have been a series of special
workshops in 10 country centres and a range of issues have been discussed at
these meetings. In the near future I will be releasing a discussion paper that
brings together the issues discussed at these workshops and the
recommendations resulting from those meetings.

(2) Yes.
(3) Not applicable.

LAKE JASPER PROJECT, NANNIJP - ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS PLANNING
AUTHORITY FUNDING

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission Funding - Properties Purchased
915, Mr OMODET to the Minister for Community Services:

(1) Has the Lake Jasper project based in Nannup received any funding from the
Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority?

(2) If yes, will the Minister advise the extent of the allocation of funds and the
purpose thereof?

(3) (a) Has the Lake Jasper Project Incorporated received any funds from the
Aboriginal and Tentes Strait Islander Commission;

(b) if so, what is the extent of that funding?
(4) Will the Minister advise the number of properties purchased for the Lake

Jasper project and the location numbers of the properties?
(5) (a) Will the Minister advise whether the Department for Community

Services has had discussions with the Nannup Shire Council;
(b) when was the last time the Department for Community Services or the

representatives of the Lake Jasper project communicated with the
Nannup Shire Council in relation to the project?

(6) As there is a new Shire President and Shire Clerk at the Shire of Nannup will
the Minister give a commitment to ensuring that the Department for
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Community Services institutes regular communication with the Nannup Shire
Council in relation to the Lake Jasper project?

(7) Will the Minister advise whether the Nannup Shire Council will be eligible to
receive funding from either the Aboriginal and Tones Strait Islander
Commission; the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority; or the Department
for Community Services to assist in the running of the Lake Jasper project?

Mr RIPPER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) In 1991 the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority allocated funds for the

Lake Jasper Project representing $35 000 for the purchase of a four wheel
drive vehicle, and $6 100 for equipment for the group care facility. In March
1992 funding of $155 000 was allocated to purchase a parcel of land. This
land is leased to the Lake Jasper Project on an annual basis for the purpose of
a youth development/alternative to custody program. Tidle of this land will
remain with the Aboriginal Lands Trust.

(3) No.
(4) One property has been purchased, title of which remains with the Aboriginal

Lands Trust. This property is location No 1094 Sussex, which is located on
Regalia Road.

(5) (a) Yes. Representatives of the Department for Community Services have
mect with the full shire council on two separate occasions and have met
with individual councillors at a number of public meetings.

(b) On 6 April 1992 the Department for Community Services, together
with representatives of the Lake Jasper Project and myself, met with
representatives from the Nannup Shire Council.

(6) The department has always given a commitment to keeping the shire informed
of the project's development and will continue to do so. A regular briefing
will be provided to the shire once the project accepts young people on
alternative to custody programs. Until that time the shire will be informed of
developments as they occur.

(7) The Lake Jasper Project is a non-Government organisation with specific
objectives. It would not be appropriate for the Department for Community
Services, or in my view any other department, to provide funding to the shire
to assist in running the project, without the support and endorsement of the
project's management committee. I have previously indicated to the shire the
benefits of this project in promoting local cultural tourism. The shire may
well be able to attract funds to take advantage of these specific opportunities
or to development additional programs which will assist Aboriginal or other
disadvantaged groups within the community. The department will provide
information on such funding at the request of the shire.

PRIMARY INDUSTRY, DEPARTMENT OF - ESTABLISHMENT
New Program - Agricultural Poqfolio Review Cornmittee's Recommendations

918. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Has the new Department of Primary Industry been established as per the

Pzrmier's announcement on 12 February 1992?
(2) What is the extent of the new programs under the proposal for a new

Department of Primary Industry with particular reference to -
(a) industry and market development;
(b) sustainable agriculture;
(c) industry adjustment?

(3) What is the outcome of the Agricultural Portfolio Review with particular
reference to the recommendations brought down by the committee?

03109-6
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(4) Has the Premier acted on the recommendations of the committee?
(5) If yes to (4), what actions has the Premier taken in relation to the Agricultural

Portfolio Review Committee's recommendations?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) An extensive review of the agricultural agencies was implemented, with

meetings at 10 country centres. A discussion paper has been prepared for
circulation and comment following the meetings. The final shape of the
department will be decided following the completion of the consultative
process.

(2) (a) An expanded industry and market development group, with a refocus
of programs to wrade and investment across all agricultural industries;

(b) sustainable development underlies all agricultural programs and will
continue to do so;

(c) industry adjustment is an ongoing process based on need and will
continue to receive attention as appropriate.

(3) The Agricultural Pontfolio Review has resulted in a paper for discussion by
agricultural and related industry. The paper will be distributed shortly.

(4)-(5)
1 am awaiting final recommendations following the consultative process.

TREASURY - RURAL ADJUSTMENT AND FINANCE CORPORATION
Trust Funds

919. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) How many trust funds exist within the Treasury for the Rural Adjustment and

Finance Corporation?
(2) What are the names of these trust funds and their purpose?
(3) What is the amount of funds held in each of these trust funds?
(4) (a) Will any of these funds be required to repay Commonwealth debts;

(b) what ame the amounts of these debts;
(c) which years are the repayments due?

(5) Have these trust funds accrued interest?
(6) If yes to (5), what is the amount of interest accrued in the years -

(a) 1985-86;
(b) 1986-87;
(c) 1987-88;
(d) 1988-89;
(e) 1989-90;
(0) 1990-91;
(g) 1991-92?

(7) H-as the interest accrued on these funds been directed to the Consolidated
Revenue Fund?

(8) If yes to (7), why were these funds not directed to solving financial problems
within the agricultural industry?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(I) Six.
(2) Rural Adjustment Fund -

Purpose is to account for funds received from the Commonwealth under the
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1976-85 Rural Adjustment Scheme and for repayments from farmers for loans
advanced under this scheme.
Rural Reconstruction Fund -
Purpose is to account for refunds received from the Commonwealth under the
197 1-76 Rural Reconstruction Scheme and for repayments from farmers for
loans advanced under this scheme.
Rural Adjustment 1985 Fund -
Purpose is to account for funds received from the Commonwealth under the
current Rural Adjustment Scheme, repayments from farmers fur loans
advanced under this scheme and the provision of assistance under the various
categories of this scheme.
Rural Assistance Fund -
This fund is used as the operating account for all the schemes the corporation
administers under section 7A of the Rural Adjustment and Finance
Corporation Act (1971). These schemes include natural disaster relief, farm
water supply, interest rate relief, dairy adjustment and special carry-on. The
majority of funds in the account represent repayments by farners of advances
under the special carry-on. The majority of funds in the account represent
repayments by farmers of advances under the special carry-on scheme 1983 to
1987. These funds were initially advanced from the rural reconstruction fund
and will be credited back to this fund. The balance represents repayments
received from farmers under other rural assistance schemes and cleared
monthly to Treasury.
Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation - Crop Proceeds -
Purpose is to account for funds received and held in trust for farmers on
account of bills of sales held by the corporation as security for loans
advanced. Funds are disbursed following a review of the client's position.
Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation - Mortgage Fees -
Purpose is to account for mortgage and securities fees received from clients
and held pending disbursement as costs for securities registered.

(3) Balance as at 31 May 1992 is -

Snmillion
Rural Adjustment Fund 18.039
Rural Reconstruction Fund 4.764
Rural Adjustment 1985 Fund 20.852
Rural Assistance Fund 8.85 1
Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation:

Crop Proceeds .276
Mortgage Fees .014

(4) (a) Yes.
(b) Rural Adjustment Fund - as at 31 May 1992, $24.249 million principal

plus interest at eight per cent per annum.
Rural Reconstruction Fund - as at 31 May 1992, $4.308 million
principal plus interest at six per cent per annum.

(c) Half yearly with final repayments due from rural adjustment fund in
2006 and 1998 from Rural Reconstruction Fund.

(5) Yes, for rural adjustment 1985 fund, farm water supply sub account of Rural
assistance fund and Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation crop proceeds
account.
No, for the other funds. However, funds in these accounts comprise part of
the short term investments for which the State earns interest.
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(6) Rural Rural Assistant Crop
Adjustment Fund - Farm Proceeds
1985 Fund Water Supply Account

Sub-Account

(a) 1985-86 194 219 Not applicable 284 200
(b) 1986-87 516 527 Not applicable 993 147
(c) 1987-88 706 583 Not applicable 523 481
(d) 1988-89 1 593 267 Not applicable 572 977
(e) 1989-90 1 254 334 14 646 388 252
(f) 1990-91 1 261 491 20 338 206 904
(g) 199 1-92 Not yet Not yet available Not yet

available available
(7) No for the above funds.
(8) Not applicable.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA -MEAT INSPECTION FEES
Local Governent Setting of Own Fees Consideration -Health Act Amendment

920. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for Health:
(1) Will the Minister agree to allow local government authorities to set their own

fees for meat inspection?
(2) Is the current situation, where the local government authorities have to justify

to the Health Department each time they resolve to amend fees, cumbersome
and should be changed?

(3) (a) If yes to (2), will the Minister initiate moves to allow local
government authori ties to set their own fees;

(b) if not, why not?
(4) Are local government authorities being frustrated by unnecessary delays

because of the necessity to have the approval of the Health Department to set
meat inspection fees?

(5) When will the Minister amend the Health Act 1911 to allow for local
authorities to set fees and charges by resolution in the Government Gazette in
lieu of promulgating by- laws?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) The matter of local government authorities setting their own meat inspection

fees is under consideration in the review of environmental health legislation.
(2) The system is not cumbersome but is nevertheless under review.
(3) (a) Not applicable.

(b) In any situation where a local government authority has to seek Health
Department approval for the setting of fees in accordance with
regulations or by-laws, the process has been established over many
years and is streamlined to ensure minimal delays in approving such
fees.

(4) No. The Health Department recognises the urgency in processing
applications for fee increases and does everything possible to ensure requests
are put forward prom ptly.

(5) The Government did put forward in the Health Act Amendment Bill of 1991 a
provision to enable local government authorities to set their own fees and
charges by resolution. However, the Opposition in the Legislative Council
opposed this initiative and had that section deleted from the Bill,
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921.

HONEY - IMPORTS
European Foul Brood Disease Monitoring; Quantities

Mr OMODET to the Minister for Agriculture :
(1) Is there importation of honey from the Eastern States into Western Australia?
(2) If yes, will the Minister give an assurance that the risk of the introduction of

European foul brood disease is not possible through any such importation?
(3) How do quarantine inspectors, if any, monitor the importation of honey and

honey products into Western Australia?
(4) Is there any mechanism for prices surveillance for the importation of honey

from the Eastern Stares or overseas?
(5) Is any Western Australian honey processed or packaged in the Eastern States

and then returned to Western Australia?
(6) (a) If yes to (5), how is the possible introduction of arn European foul

brood disease monitored;
(b) by whom is it monitored?

(7) What is the quantity of honey imported into Western Australia in -
(a) 1988-89;
(b) 1989-90;
(c) 1990-9 1;
(d) 1991 - to date?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The introduction of honey into Western Australia from other States is strictly

controlled, and health certificates are required for all honey imports. The
health certification states that the honey has been pasteurised at a temperature
adequate to destroy the bacteria responsible for European Foul Brood.

(3) Yes. Health certificates are checked on a regular basis to confirm the
accuracy of the statements made. Where necessary honey which has been
imported into Western Australia and is on retail shelves is checked to confirm
that it complies with Western Australian health standards.

(4)-(5)
No.

(6) (a)-(b)
SNot applicable.

(7) The quantity of honey imported into Western Australia in
(a) 1988-89 - 39 713 kg
(b) 1989-90 - 34 633 kg
(c) 1990-91 - 22 968 kg
(d) 1991 to date - 26 868 kg.

EVENTSCORP - MANJIMUP INTERNATIONAL TEAMS EVENT 'DES NATIONS'
Funding - Cosy Creek Facility Upgrade

922. -'Mr OMODE! to the Minister for Tourism:
(1) What funds have been made available for EventsCorp to promote the

Manjirnup international teams event known as Des Nations which will be run
in September 1992?

(2) Has the Manjimup Motor Cycle Club already spent in excess of $100 000 this
year to upgrade the facility at Cosy Creek which brings the facility up to
world standard?
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(3) Will the State Government contribute up to $500 000 for improvements to the
club rooms and facilities at Cosy Creek in preparation for the world
championships in September 1992?

(4) Is there an urgent need to connect the water supply to Cosy Creek at the cost
of some $40 000?

(5) Has the Manjirnup Motor Cycle Club just conducted yet another Manjirnup
15 000 which was a huge success?

(6) Is the Cosy Creek facility conservatively valued at $750 000 with not one cent
of Government money being spent on the facility to dare?

(7) As the world championship event known as Des Nations is run in Manjimup
this September with the Premier presenting the awards to the winners, will the
Premier accede to the request for funds for a facility upgrade?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) EventsCorp has an agreement with the Western Australian Motorcycle

Association to contribute a maximum level of funding for the Motocross Des
Nations of $100 000 of which $50 000 has been provided to date. This
money assists with both the operation and promotion of the event. The
Government provided earlier assistance for this event by funding bid activity
to the level of $33 000 in the 1990-91 financial year.

(2) This question would be better directed to the club.
(3) 1 am unaware of any funding requests for such works.
(4) Not to my knowledge.
(5) Yes.
(6) 1 am not aware of the value of the Cosy Creek facility. This question would

be better directed to the club.
(7) 1 am unaware of any funding request.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION ACT - AMENDMENTS CONSIDERATION
Use of Land and Public Works Act Application Claims - Section 45(2) Amendment

924. Mr OMODET to the Minister for Fuel and Energy:
(1) Is the Government considering amendments to the Stare Energy Commission

Act 1979 in relation to claims against the State Energy Commission of
Western Australia for the use of land and the application of the Public Works
Act 1902?

(2) Does the Government intend to amend Section 45(2) of the State Energy
Commission Act 1979 to allow for claims against SECWA for the loss of
enjoyment or amenity value?

(3) Does the Minister, or SECWA, or the Government consider it fair and
equitable that no claim can be made against SECWA for any loss of
enjoyment or amenity value or change in the aesthetic environment of a
person's property as indicated under Section 45 of the State Energy
Commission Act 1979?

(4) (a) If the Minister does not consider Section 45(2) to be fair and
equitable, will the Minister undertake to change the Act to allow for
such claims;

(b) if nor, why not?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(1 )-(2)

No.
(3) Yes.
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(4) (a)-(b)
Not applicable.

MIDLAND SALEYARDS - PRESTIGE BRICKS
Future Negotiations

925. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Is Mr Elicit of Prestige Bricks reluctant to complete negotiations with the

Government's technical committee investigating the future of the Midland
Saileyards?

(2) If yes, what action/s has the Minister taken to formalise the existence of the
centralised selling complex at Midland?

(3) Has the Minister completed negotiations with Prestige Bricks on the future of
the Midland Saleyards?

(4) If yes to (3), what action is the Minister now taking to ensure that the
livestock industry in Western Australia has a central selling livestock
complex?

(5) if no to (3), what action is the Minister now taking to ensure that Western
Australia's industry has secure tenure over a centralised selling complex in
this State?

(6) Has the Minister negotiated to exchange land with Prestige Bricks for
adjacent Westrail land to secure the future of the present Midland Saleyards
complex?

(7) (a) Has the Minister considered the Pastoralists and Graziers
Association's claim that producers are prepared to pay for the upkeep
of Midland;

(b) what is the Minister's response?
(8) (a) Has the Minister considered a proposal by the Western Australian

Farmers Federation tn establish a completely new set of saleyards
handling multi species livestock to be sited 16 kilometres - 20
kilometres north of Midland;

(b) what is his response?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) and (6)

The Saleyards Technical Committee has been working for some months to
finalise an option that would regain the existing Midland livestock salcyards
by exchanging an equivalent area of adjacent railway land for the saleyard
site. Although Mr Ellett of Prestige Brick agreed "in principle" with the land
exchange proposal in April, further progress has been stalled pending the
outcome of his current negotiations to restructure his business. An
announcement to the stock exchange on Tuesday confirmed that the Futuris
Corporation which is headed by Mr Alan Newman and has substantial
holdings in Bristile and Metro Bricks is currently in the process of purchasing
Prestige Brick. Settlement is expected towards the end of June.

(2)-(3)
The Chairman of the Government's saleyard technical committee, Dr John
Lightfoot of the Department of Agriculture, has begun discussions with the
Futuris Corporation concerning the land exchange proposal.

(4)-(5)
I have established the Saleyards Technical Committee which brings together
all relevant Government departments and producer organisations to identify
options for future saleyard facilities. I have also established the saeyards
consultative group with broad industry representation to advise me on the best
option for final decision by the Government. At this stage, and subject to

3831



agreement in principle by Fururis Corporation, their are three options for final
decision. These are -

The land exchange proposal to regain the existing Midland livestock
saleyards;
a new all species saleyards complex on Great Northern Highway just
north of Upper Swan; and
a combination involving salcyards for cattle with some sheep and pigs
near Bullsbmook, yards for sheep near Northam, and upgraded cattle
yards on the South Western Highway at Waroiona.

(7) (a) I am not aware of this specific claim by the Pastoralists and Graziers
Association.

(b) If the final decision is to regain the existing Midland saleyards, I
would expect the WA Meat Commission to set yard fees at a level that
would meet all operating and maintenance costs.

(8) (a) Yes.
(b) The proposal for new saleyards just north of Upper Swan is being

progressed as one of the three final options.
GOODS AND SERVICES TAX - AVERAGE WAGE EARNER

Estimated Loss in Disposable Income
926. Mr TRENORDEN to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:

(1) Can the Minister estimate the loss to the average wage earner in disposable
income under a proposed goods and services tax?

(2) If so, can the Minister supply the definition of average wage earner used?
Mrs HENDERSON replied:
(1) A survey conducted by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs showed that the

imposition of a 15 per cent consumption tax will result in an increase to 10. 1
percent in the average householder's grocery shopping bill.

(2) Not applicable.

ORGANOCHLORINES - HOUSE TREATMENTS
Meadows, Peter, Manager for WA Flick - $250 Costs Statement

927. Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for Local Government:
With regard to a statement in the magazine Building Trades Connections -
Autumn Quarter 1992 - by Peter Meadows, group technical manager for pest
control company WA Flick, and past president of the Australian
Environmental Pest Managers' Association, that it costs "about $250 for
organochlorine treatment of your average house" -
(a) is the size of an average house about 150 square mets;
(b) if not, what is it;
(c) is the cost of even the cheapest organochlorine pesticide applied to an

average house's footings and slab as specified in Australian Standard
2057 about $1.50 per square metre, that is each $225 for an average
house for the chemical alone;

(d) if not, what is the cost of the chemical;
(e) does not the pre-treatment according to Australian Standard 2057 also

require that a chemical trench treatment be carried out around the
house;

(f) if yes, even using the cheapest available prescribed organochlorine
pesticide, is it not impossible to carry out such a trench treatment for
less than approximately $300 for the cost of the chemicals alone (not
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counting labour and overheads), if the treatment is to be done to the
specifications as set out in Australian Standard 2057;

(g) in view of questions (a) to (f), is the Minister concerned that Mr
Meadows' statement suggests that -
(i) WA Flick is carrying out treatments which do not comply with

the legal requirements;
(ii) Mr Meadows may be deliberately misleading the public or

builders about the real cost of an organochlorine pesticide pre-
treatment of a building;

(h) if yes to either (i) or (ii), what action will the Minister take to protect
consumers;

(i) if none, why none?
Mr D.L SMITH replied:
(a) No.

(b) Curtin University statistics for the first half of 1992 indicate an average size
for a Western Australian house is 158.2 square metres.

(c) Pest control costs in Western Australia vary according to industry
competition. Costs currently range from $1.50 to $2.0 per square metre.

(d) The honourable member should seek this advice from the commercial
suppliers of the chemical.

(e) According to Australian Standard 2057, the barrier of treated soil, in practice,
should conform so as to provide horizontal and vertical barriers.

(f) The rate of application is 5 litres per square metre of soil surface for the
horizontal barrier and 100 litres per cubic mene where the barrier is in the
vertical planes. Costs will vary according to industry competition.

The personal opinion of Mr Meadows, based on his experience in New
South Wales, cannot be verified by any authoritative sources in
Western Australia.

(h)-(i)
See (g).

ORGANOCHLORINES - HOUSE TREATMENTS
Meadows, Peter, Manager for WA Flick - $250 Costs Statement

928. Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
With regard to a statement in the magazine Building Trades Connections -
Autumn Quarter 1992 - by Peter Meadows, group technical manager for pest
control company WA Flick, and past president of the Australian
Environmental Pest Managers' Association, that it costs "about $250 for
organochlorine treatment of your average house' -

(a) is the size of an average house about 150 square metres;
(b) if not, what is it;
(c) is the cost of even the cheapest organochlorine pesticide applied to an

average house's footings and slab as specified in Australian Standard
2057 about $1.50 per square metre i.e. ea $225 for an avenage house
for the chemical alone;

(d) if not, what is the cost of the chemical;
(e) does not the pre-treatment according to Australian Standard 2057 also

require that a chemical trench treatment be carried out around the
house;
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(f) if yes, even using the cheapest available prescribed organochiorine
pesticide, is it not impossible to carry out such a trench treatment for
less than approximately $300 for the cost of the chemicals alone (not
counting labour and overheads), if the treatment is to be done to the
specifications as set out in Australian Standard 2057;

(g) in view of questions (a) to (f), is the Minister concerned that Mr
Meadows' statement suggests that -
(i) WA Hick is carrying out treatments which do not comply with

the legal requirements;
(ii) Mr Meadows may be deliberately misleading the public or

builders about the real cost of an organochiorine pesticide pre-
treatment of a building;

(h) if yes to either (i) or (ii), what action will the Minister take to protect
consumers;

(i) if none, why none?
Mrs HENDERSON replied:
(a) Yes. One hundred and fifty square metres is the floor area of an average size

house. Within the housing industry an 'average" size house is said to be
approximately 15 square metres.

(b) Not applicable.
(c) The cost for footing the slab would be about $250 for application in

accordance with AS 2057. This assessment is based on the average size house
in Western Australia being 150 square metres. On this basis the total volume
of heptachlor required for footing a slab is 925 litres at 0.5 per cent strength
which required 11.5 litres of emulsion. The cost of bulk quantities of
heptachlor in WA is approximately $430 for 20 litres. So that 11.5 litres will
cost approximately $247.

(d) Not applicable.
(e) Yes, AS 2057 requires that a trench treatment at a rate of 10 litres of emulsion

per linear metre be applied to the outside perimeter of the house.
(f) No. The cost of trench treatment in accordance with AS 2057 would be in the

order of $140 for chemicals, not $300. This is based on 500 litres of emulsion
at 0.5 per cent at a cost of $430 per 20 litres.

(g) It would appear that the cost of trench treatment may have been omitted from
the statement of Mr Meadows.

(h) As with all commercial matters consumers are advised to obtain quotations
from several suppliers.

(i) Not applicable.
PLANNING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT OF - LOTS8

PIPIDINNY ROAD, EGLINTON
Resumption Refitsal Reason

929. Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for Planning:
(1) Could the Minister explain why the Department of Planning and Urban

Development has refused to resume Lot 8 Pipidinny Road, Eglinton, land
affected by the North-West Corridor Structure Plan in the Wanneroo City?

(2) Why, when the land is to be resumed for addition to the Yanchep National
Park, is it not obvious to the department that the earliest resumption will serve
to best protect the flora and fauna?

(3) Can the Minister explain why, when a recent development is to be completed
on adjoining land by December 1995, the department has said that it may be a
considerable time before the land is required (up to 30 years)?
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(4) Will the Minister state whether any consideration can be given to the fact that
the beneficiary of the estate is aged and the resumption would afford her some
comfort in her later years?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Lot 8 Pipidinny Road is not reserved for parks and recreation under the

Metropolitan Region Scheme. The State Planning Commission is only
empowered to purchase reserved land.

(2) It is desirable to extend the Yanchep National Park; however resumption is
not possible at this time.

(3) The development referred to is the Eglinton Hotel/Resort/Golf Course which
was a special development and not part of the Metropolitan Development
Program. The Department of Planning and Urban Development is preparing
detailed land requirement plans to enable an amendment to the Metropolitan
Region Scheme to be considered for the North West Corridor. Such an
amendment would include land indicated on the north west corridor structure
plan within the parks and recreation reserve.

(4) Subject to land being appropriately reserved under the MRS, the State
Planning Commission can consider individual circumstances in determining
its priorities for acquisition.

STATUTORY AUTHORITIES - ACCOUNTABILITY TO GOVERNMENT
Grain Pool of Western Australia; Dairy Industry Authority of Western Australia; Western

Australian Egg Marketing Board; Cooperative Bulk Handling Limited; Western Australian
Meat Marketing Corporation; Western Australian Potato Marketing Authority

930. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Agriculture:
For each of the following statutory bodies, how are these bodies accountable
to the Government -

(a) The Grain Pool of Western Australia;
(b) Dairy Industry Authority of Western Australia;
(c) The Western Australian Egg Marketing Board;
(d) Cooperative Bulk Handling Limited;
(e) The Western Australian Meat Marketing Corporation;
(f) The Western Australian Potato Marketing Authority?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(a) Grain Pool of Western Australia

Under section 37 of the Grain Marketing Act 1975, the provisions of the
Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985 apply in respect of the Grain
Pool and its operations.

(b) Dairy Industry Authority
Under section 77 of the Dairy Industry Act 1973, the provisions of the
Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985 apply in respect of the Dairy
Industry Authority and its operations.

(c) The Western Australian Egg Marketing Board
Under section 34(l) of the Marketing of Eggs Act 1945, the provisions of the
Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985 apply in respect of the board
and its operations.

(d) Cooperative Bulk Handling Limited
Section 12 of the Bulk Handling Act 1967 requires the company to forward to
the Minister balance sheets and revenue accounts for tabling in Parliament.
Section 12 of the Act also provides that any officer of the Auditor General has
free access to the books and records of the company. The company shall keep
all other such records of transactions as may from time to time be prescribed
and such records shall be open for inspection by the Auditor General.
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(e) Western Australian Meat Marketing Corporation
Under section 27 of the Marketing of Meat Act 1971, the provisions of the
Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985 apply in respect of the
corporation and its operations. Section 28 of the Act states that all
expenditure of the corporation shall be a charge on the funds derived from the
performance of its functions. Under section 29 of the Act the Minister may
request the chairman of the corpration to provide him with records of
proceedings of the corporation and any other particulars or information
concerning the activities of the corporation.

(f) Western Australian Potato Marketing Authority
Under section 37 of the Marketing of Potatoes Act 1946 the provisions of the
Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985 apply in respect of the authority
and its operations.

STATUTORY AUTHORITIES - ACCOUNTABILITY TO GROWERS
Grain Pool of Western Australia; Dairy Industry A urhoriry of Western Australia; Western

Australian Egg Marketing Board; Cooperative Bulk Handling Limited; Western Australian
Meat Marketing Corporation; Western Australian Potato Marketing Authority

931. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Agriculture:
for each of the following statutory bodies, how are these bodies accountable
to the growers -

(a) The Grain Pool of Western Australia;
(b) Dairy Industry Authority of Western Australia;
(c) The Western Australian Egg Marketing Board;
(d) Cooperative Bulk Handling Limited;
(e) The Western Australian Meat Marketing Corporation;
(f) The Western Australian Potato Marketing Authority?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(a) Grain Pool of Western Australia

Under section 9 of the Grain Marketing Act 1975, seven of the nine directors
of the Grain Pool are producers elected by producers from each of seven
electoral zones. Section 43 of the Act provides for a 21 member producer
council which is an advisory body to the Grain Pool Board.

(b) Dairy Industry Authority
Under section 11I of the Dairy Industry Act 1973 the seven member authority
includes two producer members nominated by the Minister from a panel of
names submitted by the Western Australian Farmers Federation. The rest
represent consumers, manufacturers, vendors, the Department of Agriculture,
and a person with special qualifications nominated by the Minister.

(c) The Western Australian Egg Marketing Board
Under section 7 of the Marketing of Eggs Act 1945, three of the six board
members are commercial producers elected by commercial producers.
Section 32 of the Act allows a disputed claim for payment to be referred to the
local court for decision. Section 38A of the Act provides that in the event of
the board being wound up any proceeds are to be directed to the benefit of the
egg industry in the State.

(d) Cooperative Bulk Handling Limited
Section 19 of the Bulk Handling Act 1967 states that the company, its
directors, officers or agents shall not give preference or show favouritism in
its dealings. Section 34 of the Act requires levies and charges made by the
company to be approved by the Governor. Section 35A of the Act directs that
all income and property of the company shall be applied towards the objects
of the company.
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(e) Western Australian Meat Marketing Corporation
Under section 7 of the Marketing of Meat Act 197 1, two of the nine
corporation members are elected lamb producers and one on the nomination
of the Minister, represents producers of livestock other than lamb.

(f) Western Australian Potato Marketing Authority
Under section 7 of the Marketing of Potatoes Act 1946 two of the six
authority members are elected commercial producers and one is nominated by
the Minister after consultation with the Potato Growers Association.

SCHOOLS - MT BARKER SENIOR HIGH
Manual Arts Project Saving - Administration and Staff Facilities Upgrade Consideration

932. Mr ROUSE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) In relation to the successful tender for the Mt Barker Senior High School's

manual arts project, will the Minister consider applying the saving of
approximately $100 000 to the completion of the upgrading of the school's
administration and staff facilities as outlined in the Minister's answer to
question on notice 561 of 1992?

(2) If no, why not?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

Insufficient funds will be available to undertake the upgrading of the
administration and staff facilities. In addition, it is necessary to accrue
such savings in order to compensate for the minor cost over-runs
which occur on other projects within the ministry's capital works
program.

AGRICULTURE, DEPARTMENT OF - REDUNDANCY PACKAGES
Approvals and Refusals

933. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) IHow many Department of Agriculture staff accepted the recent voluntary

redundancy offer?
(2) Of the above staff, in which departmental offices were they located?
(3) Can the Minister outline for each of the above offices locations, the positions

of the staff applying for redundancy?
(4) Of the staff applying for redundancy, have any been refused?
(5) If yes, how many were refused?
(6) For what reasons were the above staff refused redundancy?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Two.
(2) South Perth.
(3) Redeployee on attached list for two years and a storeman driver.
(4) Yes.
(5) Ten.
(6) The staff and positions were essential to the future operations of the

department.
KOI (CARP) - IMPORTS

Ferunculosis Disease - Disease Testing Methods
934. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Is the fish species Koi (carp) being imported into Western Australia?
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(2) If so, have adequate quarantine resources been applied to the inspection of
imparts of Koi?

(3) What is the extent of controls on imports of fish species exotic to Western
Australia?

(4) Is there a possibility of the disease "Ferunculosis' infecting fish on farms in
Western Australia?

(5) If so, what measures have been put in place to protect Western Australia's
fledgling trout industry from this disease?

(6) Is there an accreditation mechanism for fish farmers and importers wishing to
impart exotic fish species into Western Australia?

(7) What is the method/s used for testing imported live fish for any disease by -

(a) Department of Agriculture;
(b) Fisheries Department?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Yes. Koi carp are imported into Western Australia from interstate but not

from overseas.
(2) Yes. Koi imparted from interstate are inspected in their holdings bags upon

arrival at the airport for undesirable snails and water plants. Any signs of ill
health may also be noted, but no quarantine period or disease testing is
required at present and this would require a major injection of funding.

(3) Fishes exotic to Western Australia are allowed for impart to be kept as
ornamental fish in aquariums of similar facilities, if they are either -

Australian native species or certain long-established introduced
species imported from overseas but now bred in Australia, such as Koi
carp;

or
species on the current approved lists of the Australian National Parks
and Wildlife Service for import from overseas via a two week
quarantine period.

Persons wishing to cultivate edible or ornamental fish for commercial gain are
required to hold a fish farm licence under the Fisheries Act 1905; conditions
for the health status of fish imported for such purposes can be specified
therein.

(4) Furunculosis is a bacterial disease of trout and salmon and is exotic to
Australia. A related strain of this bacterium occurs in Australia in goldfish
and koi, causing goldfish ulcer disease. Laboratory trials show that trout are
susceptible to this bacterium but no natural cases of infection have been found
in Australian trout to date. Goldfish ulcer disease has been detected in
goldfish in aquariums in Western Australia, and appears to be more common
in goldfish than koi. There is thus a possibility that this disease could occur
on goldfish, trout and koi farms in the State.

(5) The trout industry is protected by allowing only live trout eggs, and not
hatched trout, to be imported from sources free of disease of concern, for the
purposes of cultivation. There has been a publicity campaign supported by
the aquarium industry through retail outlets, advising the public that
ornamental fish such as koi and goldfish should not be released into natural
waterways. No koi or goldfish farms have been licensed to operate in trout
fanning waters in Western Australia.

(6) Disease free accreditation can be required under specific terms of the fish
farm licence and impart permit held by fish farmers. At present such terms
are included in permits to import trout or salmon and certain other species into
Western Australia. The sub-committee on fish health, a national committee
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reporting to the animal health committee, is currently examining possible
mechanisms for the control of goldfish ulcer disease by accreditation, but this
is proving to be a very complex situation to control given the widespread
distribution of the disease, the dispersed nature and large number of sources of
goldfish and kol, and the complex distribution system.

(7) Most disease tests require that the fish be killed for examination, but in the
case of goldfish ulcer disease a scraping of the skin, if it is visibly affected
with ulcers, can be taken and examined for the bacteria without killing the
fish. This method will not be reliable in detecting infections at an early stage
before the skin ulcers appear, nor will other methods based on killing the fish.
The test is conducted by the Department of Agriculture's animal health
laboratories on behalf of the Fisheries Department.

PLANNING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT OF - CALTEX FUEL
TANKS, NORTH FREMANTLE

Construction Approval

935. Mr C.J. BARNETT to the Minister for Planning:
(1) Has the Department of Planning and Urban Development approved the

construction of the fuel storage tanks by Caltex on land adjacent to the
existing storage facilities and alongside Port Beach Road in North Fremantle?

(2) On what basis of tenure is this land being made available to Caltex?

(3) Will this necessitate the realignment of Port Beach Road and of the nearby
rail track?

(4) If yes to (3) -
(a) what is the estimated cost of this realignment;
(b) who will be responsible for meeting this cost?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Fremantle Port Authority will lease land to Caltex.
(3) Yes.

(4) (a) Estimate is yet to be finalised.

(b) Caltex.

HOSPITALS - GRAYLANDS
Secure Unit Construction Cost

936. Mr C.J. BARNETT' to the Minister for Construction:

What is the latest estimate for the total construction cost of the Secure Unit
being constructed by the Building Management Authority at the Graylands
Psychiatric Hospital?

Mr McGINTY replied:
Thec latest estimate is $8.69 million which is less than the $8.81 million
originally budgeted for this project.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS - MONTGOMERY AVENUE-ALFRED ROAD, MT
CLAREMONT

Installation Approval

937. Mr C.J. BARNETT to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Has the Government approved the installation of traffic lights at the
intersection of Montgomery Avenue and Alfred Road in Mt Claremont?

(2) If so, what funds have been made available for this project?
(3) (a) When is work due to commence;

(b) when is the work due to be completed?
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Mrs BEGG3S replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) $90 000 in 1991-92, and it is proposed to allocate a further $180 000 in the

1992-93 program.
(3) (a) Work has commenced on the relocation of services.

(b) November 1992.
BUSES - ROUTE 72 COTrESLOE

Route Change - Wearne Hostel Residents Concern

938. Mr C.J. BARNETIT to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Has the alteration for Route 72 buses in Cotresloc; now made it necessary for

elderly residents of the Wearne Hostel for the Aged to cross a busy road in
order to catch the bus?

(2) Is this causing distress to these people and in effect denying them access to
much needed transport services?

(3) What action, if any, does the Minister propose to take to correct this situation?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) The bus route was changed on 4 August 1991 for safety reasons. It was

deemed unsafe to make a Vu turn from the terminus into Curtin Avenue.
Transpcnth, in consultation with the Wearne Hostel and the local authority.
looked at a number of options to assist the residents of Wearne Hostel. These
included the relocation of the terminus to the west side of Curtain Avenue.
However, this would place the terminus outside homes whose residents would
object to the new location. The number of passengers using the existing
terminus was also surveyed and revealed that daily, 57 boarded and 41
alighted. Another option of rerouting the bus to use Warton Swreet east from
Marine Parade, left Curtin Avenue, left Gibney Street, right Marine Parade.
This route was trialled using an articulated bus and it was found that the
Warton Street, Curtin Avenue junction would require truncation and the
Gibney Street, Marine Parade junction created a problem with blocked vision
from the property fence and insufficient width of Gibney Street at the junction
to allow two way bus movement at the same time. It is important to note that
the service only changed in the 'to' Perth direction and the reason for the
change was that of safety. Passengers now have to walk to the bus stop in
Marine Parade which has been located to minimise the walking distance for
the residents of Weamne Hostel.

(2) Transperth has been in consultation with Wearne Hostel in an attempt to
resolve any inconvenience or distress to the Wearne Hostel residents.

(3) Transperth at this time cannot see any possible operational alternative that
would improve the situation for Wearne Hostel residents without
compromising safety.

POTATOES - IMPORTS FROM SOUTH AUSTRALIA PROPOSALS
Bacterial Wilt Disease

939. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Are there proposals to import potatoes into Western Australia from South

Australia for processing purposes?
(2) What is the source of these potatoes?
(3) Is the potato disease "bacterial wilt' in existence in South Australia and is a

notifiable disease in that state?
(4) If yes to (3) does the Minister intend to allow the importation of these

potatoes into Western Australia?
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(5) If yes to (4) will the Minister give details of any protocol/s to protect the local
industry?

(6) Will the Minister accept liability for losses associated with any outbreak of
bacterial wilt in Western Australia as a result of importation of these potatoes?

(7) Will the Minister acknowledge that any outbreak of bacterial wilt could cause
losses of millions of dollars to Western Australian producers?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Potato growing areas in the vicinity of the townships Kalangadoo and Penola.
(3) Yes.
(4) A draft quarantine protocol is under consideration.
(5) Yes, if a protocol is accepted by the Department of Agriculture and Industry.
(6) The protocol will only be accepted if there is not a risk to industry.
(7) Should an outbreak occur it would case losses to the potato industry.

MARICLJLTURE; AQUICULTURE - LICENCE APPLICATIONS
Planning and Urban Development, Department of; Central West Coast Planning Authority

940. Mr McNEE to the Minister for Planning:
(1) How many applications for project/licence approval associated with

mai/aquiculture does the Department of Planning and Urban Development
and the Central West Coast Planning Authority currently have before them?

(2) When was each of these applications first presented to the departments?
(3) How much longer will it be before the departments approve each application?
(4) What are the departments doing to expedite the approval procedure?
(5) What are the departments' particular interest in each application?
(6) Have the departments specified a deadline for themselves for each application

approval as outlined in the Premier's economic statement?
(7) Will each application be given automatic approval if the deadline is

exceeded?
(8) Will any compensation be paid if the deadline is exceeded?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

(10)-5)
A central west coast planning authority does not exist, however there is a
central cost study steering committee which oversees the fornulation of a
planning study for that cost but it is not an approving agency. All aquiculture
proposals are submitted for consideration to the interdepartmental committee
for aquiculture. The Department of Planning and Urban Development is
represented on that committee which includes seven different Government
authorities. Aquiculture proposals must comply with any current town
planning schemes, policies and local by-laws and should be consistent with
any region plans and strategies, local rural strategies, structure plans, the
DPUTD country coastal planning policy and other policies, these plans and
policies are intended to result in orderly, harmonious and rational land use
planning, taking into account the needs of all legitimate land users, and
various physical constraints such as coastal erosion. The Government has
established an inter-departmental committee for aquiculture to assist in the
coordination of agency considerations of aquiculture proposals.

(6)-(8)
No.
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MARICULTURE; AQUICULTURE - LICENCE APPLICATIONS
Marine and Harbours, Department of

941. Mr McNEE to the Minister for Transport:
(1) How many applications for project/licence approval associated with

marl/aquiculture does the Department of Marine and Harbours currently have
before it?

(2) When was each of these applications first presented to the deparment?
(3) How much longer will it be before the department approves each application?
(4) What is the department doing to expedite the approval procedure?
(5) What is the department's particular interest in each application?
(6) Has the department specified a deadline for itself for each application

approval as outlined in the Premier's economic statement?
(7) Will each application be given automatic approval if the deadline is

exceeded?
(8) Will any compensation be paid if the deadline is exceeded?
Mrs BEGGS replied:

Individual State departments do not, in their own right, approve or issue
licences for mani/aquiculture projects. The inter-departmental committee for
aquiculture, appointed by Cabinet, coordinates and streamlines Government
consideration of application. The Department of Marine and Harbours is a
member of this committee. The questions should be directed to the chairman
of the inter-departmental committee for aquiculture through the Minister for
Fisheries.

MARICULflJRE; AQUICULTURE - LICENCE APPLICATIONS
Water Authority of Western Australia

942. Mr McNEE to the Minister for Water Resources:
(I) How many applications for project/licence approval associated with

marl/aquiculture does the Water Authority of Western Australia currently
have before it?

(2) When was each of these applications first presented to WAWA?
(3) How much longer will it be before WAWA approves each application?
(4) What is WAWA doing to expedite the approval procedure?
(5) What is WAWA's particular interest in each application?
(6) Has WAWA specified a deadline for itself for each application approval as

outlined in the Premier's economic statement?
(7) Will each application he given automatic approval if the deadline is

exceeded?
(8) Will any compensation be paid if the deadline is exceeded?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) One, relating to a combined caravan park/yabby farm in Esperance.
(2) Referral for comment received from the EPA on 3 April 1992.
(3) The caravan park wastewater treatment and disposal aspects are currently

being assessed as they are on a declared ground water area. The yabby farms
will be approved concurrently subject to standard WAWA guidelines, which
are tabled. [See paper No 302.] A response to match the needs of fisheries,
Health Department and the EPA is expected within two weeks.

(4) Approval procedures involve standard appraisal arrangements for processing
application in chronological order. This particular application has been
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complicated by the construction of a caravan park in the Esperance ground
water area.

(5) WAWA checks the following aspects -

(a) Proposal for water supply and need for abstraction licensing.
(b) Proposals for wasrewater disposal to ensure water resources are not

compromised.
(c) Site is not subject to probable erosive drainage due to flooding.

(6) WAWA has set performance indicators to appraise passage of industrial
submissions requiring comment. In practice the rime taken to appraise a
project is dependent on the numbers of projects received in any month, the
quality of the information received, and the perceived vulnerability of the
project site to adverse environmental effects resulting from the project.

(7)-(8)
Not applicable.

MARICLJLTURE; AQUICULTURE - LICENCE APPLICATIONS
Health Department of Western Australia

943. Mr McNEE to the Minister for Health:
(1) H-ow many applications for project/licence approval associated with

mai/aquiculture does the Health Department of Western Australia currently
have before it?

(2) When was each of these applications first presented to the department?
(3) How much longer will it be before the department approves each application?
(4) What is the department doing to expedite the approval procedure?
(5) What is the department's particular interest in each application?
(6) Has the department specified a deadline for itself for each application

approval as outlined in the Premier's economic statement?
(7) Will each application be given automatic approval if the deadline is

exceeded?
(8) Will any compensation be paid if the deadline is exceeded?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1)-(8)

This is not a matter which relates to the Health Department of WA but rather
to the Fisheries Department. The member is referred to his identical question
898 to the Mtinister for Fisheries.

MARICULTURE; AQUICULTURE - LICENCE APPLICATIONS
Stare Energy Commission of Western Australia

944- Mr McNEE to the Minister for Fuel and Energy:
(1) flow many applications for project/licence approval associated with

mart/aquiculture does the Stare Energy Commission of Western Australia
currently have before it?

(2) When was each of these applications first presented to SEC WA?
(3) How much longer will it be before SECWA approves each application?
(4) What is SECWA doing to expedite the approval procedure?
(5) What is SECWA's particular interest in each application?
(6) Has SECWA specified a deadline for itself for each application approval as

outlined in the Premier's economic statement?
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(7) Will each application be given automatic approval if the deadline is
exceeded?

(8) Will any compensation be paid if the deadline is exceeded?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(1)-(8)

SEC WA is not aware of any applications for electricity supply for
mariculture/aquiculture projects. Further, SECWA is not the project/approval
authority.

MARICULTURE; AQUICULTURE - LICENCE APPLICATIONS
Land Administration, Department of

946. Mr McNEE to the Minister for Lands:
(1) How many applications for project/licence approval associated with

mari/aquiculture does the Department of Land Administration currently have
before it?

(2) When was each of these applications first presented to the department?
(3) How much longer will it be before DOLA approves each application?
(4) What is DOLA doing to expedite the approval procedure?
(5) What is DOLA's particular interest in each application?
(6) Has DOLA specified a deadline for itself for each application approval as

outlined in the Premier's economic statement?
(7) Will each application be given automatic approval if the deadline is

exceeded?
(8) Will any compensation be paid if the deadline is exceeded?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3)

Not applicable.
(4) Active role as a member of the inter-departmental committee for aquiculture.
(5) Assess impact of applications on Crown land and where applicable provide

appropniate tenure.
(6) All applications are dealt with expeditiously.

No.

RAILWAYS - SI-ENTON PARK STATION
Shenton Park Rehabilitation Centre Patients, Regular Usage

948. Mr McNEE to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Do patients from the Shenton Park Rehabilitation Centre regularly use the

Shenton Park suburban rail station?
(2) If yes, why hasn't a passenger service attendant been stationed there?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) Shenron Park Rehabilitation Centre patients do not regularly use Shenton Park

suburban rail station. However, if people with disabilities require assistance
to access the station, they may call the new free call phone number, 008 800
022. A passenger service attendant, based at either Subiaco or Claremont
Station, will meet them at Shenton Park and render any assistance necessary.

(2) Not applicable.
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KIRKI SHIPPING ACCIDENT - FEDERAL TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT
INQUIRY REPORT

Future Protection Action
949. Mr McNEE to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the Minister familiar with the report of the Federal Department of Transport
investigation into the Kirki disaster?

(2) Were Port State inspections by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority
criticised in the report?

(3) Did the port boiler primary drum safety valve fail to operate during salvage
operations?

(4) Did such failure place the boiler and ship in imminent danger of explosion?
(5) Would such an explosion have placed residents of Fremantle/Kwinana in

danger if it had occurred whilst discharging?
(6) What has t Minister done at a State level to ensure that such ships will no

longer be able to enter Western Australian waters and ports?
(7) What does the Minister intend to do to protect our coast and citizens in the

future from similar incidents?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1)-(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)
(6)-(7)

Yes.
Yes, according to the report.
I am told that the boiler could have exploded.
This is a hypothetical question and as such 1 am not prepared to speculate.

While this is a Federal matter under the control of the Australian Maritime
Safety Authority, the Premier has raised the State's concerns in the strongest
possible terms with the Prime Minister. These concerns have also been raised
by myself and the departmental staff with cur Federal counterparts.

MOTOR VEHICLES - LICENCE S
Increase

950. Mr McNEE to the Minister representing the Minister for Police:
(1) Were vehicle licences increased in the past 12 months?
(2) If yes -

(a) by how much;
(b) which vehicles were affected by the increase?

Mr CORDON HILL replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.
(2) (a) 6.5 per cent.

(b) As from I October 1991 all vehicles were affected, other than
those vehicles in receipt of the family vehicle concession. As
from 1 January 1992 the 6.5 per cent increase was applied to
family vehicles.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE - WAROONA POLICE STATION
Adequate Numbers

955. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) Has the Attorney General's department contacted the Waroona Police Station

in the last 12 to 18 months to ascertain whether there is an adequate number
of Justices of the Peace in that area?
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(2) If yes, what was the response?
(3) If no, why not?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Yes, as well as the stipendiary magistrate.
(2) Further appointments were sought for the Waroona district. One appointment

was made in November 1991 and another in January 1992.
(3) Not applicable.

PRISONERS - SENTENCES STATISTICS
Fine Defaulters

994. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) How many sentences were handed down for the years ended -

(a) 30 June 1991;
(b) 30 June 1992?

(2) How many of those sentences were for terms of less than 6 months?
(3) How many of those sentences for terms of less than 6 months were for fine

default?
Mr DL. SMITH replied:
(1)-(3)

The information is not kept in the form requested. The following deta
relates to the number of persons received as prisoners in the years specified -

30 June 1991 3O June 1992
Sentenced prisoners received 5 385 4 179
Sentenced prisoners serving
less than six months 3 970 2 617
Sentenced prisoners serving less
than six months for fine default 2 877 *1 845 *

* This equals number of fine default receivals for the year. On average 99 per
cent of all the fine defaulters serve less than six months' imprisonment. The
number includes persons committed to prison on default of payment of fine
and fine defaulters on remand for other offences.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

URANI UM. MINING - GOVERNMENT APPROVAL
253. Mr COURT to the Minister for Mines:

When does the Government anticipate it will be possible for uranium to be
mined ard exported from this State?

Mr GORDON H-ILL replied:
As the Leader of the Opposition well knows, this is a matter for Federal
Government policy and he is well aware of the Federal Government policy. It
is not about to happen under this Government, as the Premier has said.

PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT - BEFORE END OF SPRING SITITINGS
PLAN

254. Mr KOBELKE to the Premier:
Does the Government plan to prorogue Parliament before the scheduled end
of the spring sittings?
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Dr LAWRENCE replied.
I wake up some mornings to hear members of the Opposition saying the most
extraordinary things on radio. On one day this week I was not pleased to hear
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition suggesting that we would prorogue the
Parliament some rime towards the end of September.

Mr C.J. Barnett: Not true.
Dr LAWRENCE: That is precisely what the Deputy Leader of the Opposition said.

In fact, I am sure many members of this House heard him say it, given that
they listen to breakfast radio, as I am sure many attentive members of
Parliament do. I am sure the Deputy Leader of the Opposition well knows
that we have a very substantial program of legislation before the House - a
program that is serious, as opposed to the question just asked by the Leader of
the Opposition. Itris seriously intent on providing, for instance, a range of
State agreements to allow for investment and employment in this State and to
make sure that, unlike the Opposition, we are actually providing the
legislative and ocher frameworks for them to get on with the job. We are not
sitting on our backsides listening to various groups in the community who are
opposed, for instance, to the brewery development, which will create 250
jobs. We understand that the Opposition is also opposed to the Port Kennedy
project; that is a most extraordinary proposition. We could refer to any region
throughout the State, such as Beenup, and see the Opposition as spoilers. I
was surprised to hear the Opposition's suggestion, when we all know that the
economy needs every ounce of effort from everyone, that Parliament might be
prorogued at the end of September. That will not happen because the
Government wishes to see a range of measures pass through both Houses of
Parliament, not only economic matters such as the Budget itself, but also a
range measures to improve accountability and access for the people of
Western Australia. I have been hearing some interesting stories about what
happens to members of the public when members of Parliament are offended
by them. It is important that this is art open and accountable Parliament, and
the freedom of information legislation, for instance, will ensure that
Government records are available.
Our legislative program will be a full one, and we expect full cooperation
from members opposite. We dq not want filibustering and silliness because
we are approaching an election. The people of Western Australia expect more
from an Opposition, and I hope that it will finally deliver.

COLLIE COAL FIRED POWER STATION - STATE ENERGY COMMISSION OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Asea Brown Boveri - Meetings Postponement; Power Purchase Agreement Deadline
Details

255. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Fuel and Energy:
(1) Can he explain why Asea. Brown Boveri has postponed its series of public

meetings with civic and community leaders in the Collie and surrounding
regions reganiing the proposed coal fired power station at Collie?

(2) Can the Minister assure the House that the power purchase agreement
between SECWA and ABO will be introduced into the Parliament within the
revised timetable agreed to by the Government and ABB?

Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) The reason for the decision by Asea Brown Boveri not to visit the south west

this week is simple: Very extensive negotiations have been undertaken by the
State Energy Commission of Western Australia and ABB regarding the power
station. Substantive issues have been considered in relation to the project, and
because agreement has not been reached on many of the important issues
relating to the power station, ABB advised SECWA and the Government that
it felt it was inappropriate for it to go to the south west at this stage.
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(2) Regarding the power purchase agreement and its timing, the Government has
said to SEC WA that two targets must be met.

Mr C.J. Barnett: Are you in a decision zone time?
Dr Lawrence: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition does nor know what he chinks

about the power station.
Several members inteijected.
Dr GALLOP: The tariff we wish to achieve involves the purchase of electricity in

this State Over the next 30 years. We want to ensure chat this is a private
sector development, and the allocation of risk is properly apportioned. For
however long it takes to pursue those targets, we will pursue them!

Several members interjected.
Dr GALLOP: In other words, we will not be pressured into settling a deal chat is

against the interests of the taxpayers of this State. I remind members opposite
of a very simple fact, and the Leader of the Opposition does not like to be
reminded of this: In this State 10 to 15 per cent of the electricity tariff is to
pay for the losses in the gas industry within SECWA because a Liberal
Government could not resist the temptation to rush a deal. This Government
is much firmer when it comes to the interests of the taxpayers of this State.

EXMOUTH - UNITED STATES NAVY HOUSES
Sale Progress

256. Mr LEAHY to the Minister for State Development:
What progress has been made with the proposed release for sale of the US
Navy homes in Exmnouth?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
I am pleased to advise the House of the progress in relation to this matter, and
I appreciate the support Of the member for Northern Rivers in bringing this
project to fruition- This mailer has required the support of a number of public
servants within the Department of Stare Development and the Department of
Land Administration, and agreement has been reached with the United States
Government to allow the sale of the housing. Of the net returns from this
project, 78 per cent will go to the State and 22 per cent will go to the US
Government; it is happy about that, and the Government is reasonably happy
with the arrangement. The Government has agreed that all returns will go into
a trust fund to be spent in Exmouth.
This week the Department of Land Administration has released an attractive
brochure in relation to the houses which I seek to table.
[See paper No 305-1
The first 40-odd houses will go onto the market and will be subject to tender.
A minimum price has been set for each house, and we will accept no tender
that is below the minimum price. However, we do not want people to buy the
houses in Exmouth as a holiday home which will be occupied for only two or
three weeks a year- If members find Exmouth an attractive place - as I do -
they should not think about buying such a house as a holiday home. We are
hoping that organisations will buy the housing as holiday homes to be used all
year round or by people who will live in Exmouth. This will result in a net
economic return for Exmnouth. We hope that social clubs or unions in the
Pilbara which are in the business of buying holiday homes for their members
will look closely at the proposal to buy one or two holiday homes at Exniouth.

Mr Court: Do you know the minimum price?
Mr TAYLOR: A range of minimum prices is involved from $60 000 upwards. Over

the course of a couple of years 187 homes will become avaiable as the US
Navy personnel pull out. These are very attractive homes and we have
attracted national publicity regarding this project. It is an unusual project, but
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I am sure it will be very successful for Exmouth. The money will be returned
to Exmouth which will gain real benefit over the next few years.

SCHOOLS - FOUR YEAR OLDS
Places Statistics

257. Dr CONSTABLE to the Premier:

(1) How many places will be provided in preschools for four year aids in 1993?
(2) Can the Premier guarantee that places will be available for all four year olds

whose parents want them to attend preschool in 1993 and, if not, why not?
(3) What costs or fees, if any, will parents be expected to pay in relation to

preschooling for their four year olds?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:

1 am not sure whether the question is correctly directed to me, but I am happy
to answer it to the extent that I can. I cannot be precise about the numbers
except to say that in the negotiations and undertakings with various schools in
the community, it is our commitment - which will be realised - that the
number of four year Olds provided for at the moment will be provided for in
the coming school year; no less than that. I am sure the member for Floreat
will appreciate that -

Mr Kierath: In the same locations?
Dr LAWRENCE: In the same school districts.
Mr Kierath: At the same schools?
Dr LAWRENCE: I am answering this question.
Mr Kierath interjected.
Dr LAWRENCE: I beg the member's pardon; they are not. I am answering the

question from the member for Floreat. The four year old program is not taken
up by all four year olds as members will know. It is not a school program, it
is very definitely a playgroup program. I note the interest of the member for
Floreat in this matter. Some of the people who now support her case against
the extension on a voluntary basis of the five year old program were the same
ones who swore black and blue that over their dead bodies would four year
olds be included in the Government school system - not one; not ever. At the
time, I was the Minister for Education and I recognise some of the voices
which spoke at that time. They belong to the people who shook their fingers
at me and at the Government collectively and said that it would be a terrible
thing to have four year Olds in the Government school system. They said they
should be in the community kindergartens or that most of them should be at
home with their parents. Nonetheless, the people of Western Australia voted
with their feet and many of them have taken their children to available places
in preprimary centres and community kindergartens which have adopted the
four year old programs. I think they represent approximately 10 per cent of
the cohort of four year olds. The Government will provide for the same
number of children, which will make it easily accessible for parents whether it
be in a family centre - we are building 15 new family centres this year - or in
an existing preprimary centre if the community has decided not to take up the
option of a full program,
The attendance will be either in the existing classrooms or in purpose built
family centres; a far suiperior location for those four year old programs - I
agree with some of the initial criticisms of the four year old program. That
will provide for not Only the four year old programs - they are playgroups -
but also family groups and opportunities for occasional care. Those family
centres are used by a wide range of age groups in the community and provide
a focus for many of our newer communities and redevelopment of our older
communities.

3849



The commitment is for an optional five year old program. Some schools in
the electorate of the member for Floreat will vote with their feet; they have
their names on the list of those who are in favour of that program. She may
need to be a little careful in her opposition to this proposal. The four year old
children will be catered for in the same numbers, in some cases in the same
venues and, in others, in new purpose-built facilities with appropriate levels
and training of staff. The people of Western Australia will welcome that.
Indeed those members who do their homework and attend the parents and
citizens' meetings and local school communities to talkc to parents will find
that this program is widely supported in the community. They will oppose it
at their peril.

AUSTRALIAN NUCLEAR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ORGANISATION -
PERTH LOCATION REQUEST

258. Mr COURT to the Deputy Premier:
(1) Has the Government made a formal request for the Australian Nuclear

Science and Technology Organisation to be located in this State?
(2) If so, what location has been considered for this project which will provide

much needed employment in this State?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

(04-2)
If the Leader of the Opposition wants to make himself well acquainted with
that issue he well knows chat the White Paper on ANSTO prepared by the
Federal Minister, Ross Free, recommends that the Federal Government
establish an inquiry to decide, firstly, whether it will replace the reactor. I
understand that that inquiry will probably be held over at least a year or so.
This Government will take the next step following the outcome of that
inquiry.

ANT PRODUCTS - INVESTMENT AflRACTON PACKAGE APPLICATION
Finailisation

259. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for State Development:
My question concerns ANT Products, a company I am pleased is in my
electorate. Can the Minister advise the House whether ANI's application to
the State Government's investment attraction package has been finalised?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
This morning the member for Maylancis and I had the pleasure of visiting that
facility at Bassendean in her electorate to open its new vitaplate plant. It is a
very important industry particularly for the mining industry in this State. That
plant was formerly based in Sydney and the company was bought out by ANT.
AN! was faced with deciding whether to keep the company in Sydney, move
it to Western Australia to join its major facilities at Bassendean or move it to
Brisbane to be part of the facilities them. The plant is to manufacture wear
resistant steel plates for the mining industry in particular. I suppose it could
just as well have been based in Queensland given the needs of the coal mining
industry there. However, after speaking with the Department of State
Development, and through the Government's efforts with the State Energy
Commission, ANi was able, firstly, to arrange a reasonable tariff with
SECWA and, secondly, to obtain assistance through the Department of State
Development to move pant of that plant to Western Australia, thus creating
new jobs.
Equally importantly, that move gives the very special message to people who
work for ANT and to industry in Western Australia that that investment
package is available, it works and is bringing industry to Western Australia
and keeping it here. This industry will go from strength to strength in not
only supplying the mining industry here, but also in supplying the mining
industry in other parts of Australia and overseas. It will be an important part
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of that plant in the electorate of the member for Maylands, Ir will supply new
jobs in her electorate and its presence indicates that with the WA Advantage
package, the Government can make certain it gets the runs on the board.

ROYAL COMMISSION - PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES CO LTD PROJECT
Government Involvement - Deputy Premier's Advice

260. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for State Development:
(1) Does the Deputy Premier recall advising the Royal Commission, in answer to

questions relating to the involvement of the Government in the Petrochemical
Induszries Co Ltd project, that he believed that involvement was fully and
accurately explained in public between July and November 1988.

(2) Does he still subscribe to that point of view?
(3) If so, what was his understanding of the purpose and effect of the

Government's role in PICL at that time?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

If the member for Jandakot wants my point of view and recollection of those
events he should have another look at the statutory declaration.

AIRLINE INDUSTRY - DEREGULATION
Industry Commission's Recommendations

261. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Is the Minister awart of recommendations from the Industry Commission

concerning deregulation of the State's airline industry?
(2) If so, does she propose to adopt the Industry Commission's recommendation?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1 )-(2)

I thank the member for his question. It is of particular concern to people in
regional areas. I have not read the entire contents of the report, but I have
looked at it briefly. It recommends that all regulated systems, particularly for
non-jet routes, should be totally deregulated. Members will remember that
some time ago the Government deregulated jet routes in Western Australia.
Following long and careful thinking, it was determined that deregulation
would be in the best interests of people wanting access to various locations in
Western Australia.
The recommendations of the Industry Commission concerning the non-jet
moutes have failed to rake into account the circumstances in Western Australia.
One of the problems with some of the reports which come from Canberra
from time to time is that they do nor take into account local community issues.
The member for Roe should be aware of this. A few months ago a second
operator applied to fly the Esperance route. During consultation with the
community it became apparent that such a move could detract from the
overall service to the town. In light of that concern the Government declined
to license a second operator. I agreed with that decision. The Government
has a very good record on transport deregulation and has demonstrated that in
relation to land transport. Some of the estimated savings as a result of
deregulation amount to $60 million a year to users. However, moves to
deregulate non-jet routes must be examined in the broader context of
community needs. I am nor convinced that it can be demonstrated that
deregulation of non-jet routes would result in any benefit to local
comm unities.

Mr Cowan intetjected.
Mrs BEGGS: I am talking about non-jet routes, which is what the Industry

Commission has recommended. From our analyses of the Industry
Commission's recommendations we cannot see any benefit to the community.
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The community consultation which took place at Esperance clearly
demonstrated the real disadvantages to the community and on that basis we
want to have a close and careful look at it. In States where non-jet routes
have been deregulated there have been benefits, but the circumstances
surrounding those decisions are completely different from those in Western
Australia. Western Australia has a smaller population base and greater
distances between towns and the Government does not want to do anything
which will jeopardise the existing serices which service those communities
and that will have a bearing on the final result.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION - REES, MR
Fiscal Structure Within Government Comments - Government Policy

262. Mr TRENORDEN to the Minister for Microeconomic Reform:
Does the Minister agree with a recent article in The West A ustralian by Karen
Brown titled "SCIC a pawn of Government" in which Mr Rees, the former
Chairman of the State Government Insurance Commission, is quoted as
staring that he saw the SGIC as a fiscal structure within Government and it
was, therefore, proper for the SCIC to have regard to, and act in accordance
with, Government initiatives and/or Government policy? Is this still
Government policy?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The State Government Insurance Commission, which has responsibility for
the all-important areas of compulsory third party insurance, the industrial
diseases fund and, of course, the Government's self-insurance arrangements,
are very much a part of Government. Of course, the SGIC has a board
structure and the legislation outlines what the relationship will be between the
board and the Government. Clearly, there are major issues of Government
policy in respect of each of the funds I have mentioned and it would be the
responsibility of any Government to make it clear to the board that its policies
would apply in those areas. That is a separate matter from the investment
decision making which the SGIC board makes on a day to day basis with the
advice of its management, about how to get the best return for those funds.
In respect of general Government policy, for example in the occupational
health area, the Government's desire is to ensure that all Government agencies
have strategies in place to reduce the number of accidents which occur in the
workplace and it links that with the Government's self-insurance
arrangements in the workers' compensation area. Yes, the Government does
expect the SGIC to carry out its philosophy and policies in that area. In
respect of specific decisions about where to invest the money to earn the best
return for the funds, of course we set up the board to do that on behalf of the
Government. That is a most appropriate and proper response to the member's
question.

AIR POLLUTION - TAX POLICIES
263. Mr P.J. SMITH4 to the Minister for the Environment:

Do tax policies affect efforts to reduce air pollution?
Mr PEARCE replied:

I thank the member for the question because a few days ago I launched a
major group to investigate air pollution problems in the Perth metropolitan
area. Most members would be aware that more than 50 per cent of the air
pollution problem is caused by emissions from motor vehicles, given the very
extensive nature of our city - its low densities and our huge dependency on
motor vehicles. A number of people from a range of areas put forward
suggestions on how to get people to make a more judicious use of their motor
vehicles and the question of tax policy was raised. Anyone who has paid
attention to tax policy proposals will be aware that the Federal Liberal Party is
proposing to decrease the price of petrol as part of its Fightback arrangement.
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Several members intetjected.
Mr PEARCE: The idea of that is that it will be attractive to ordinary people who feel

that currently petrol is expensive. However, people will not be better off
under the Liberal Parry's proposals, It may cost less to drive to the
supermarket, but people will more than pay for the gain they have made by
the huge imposts they will get each time they pass through the supermarket
check-out. There will be no advantage to ordinary people, but there will be a
greater incentive for people to use their motor vehicle. I hope the Liberal
Party in this State, which has not shown any spine in standing up for the
aspects of Fighrback which will not suit Western Australia, will. make an
effort to get the Federal Liberals to -

Several members interjected.
Mr PEARCE: We are not proposing to increase the price.

It does not help to talk about dropping the price of petrol, given the pollution
problems facing Western Australia. If the Opposition were crying to make the
conditions better for the public it would be a proper argument, but it is not
proposing to do that; it is proposing to whack on taxes elsewhere and people
will still have to pay, but in a different way. It is important in this day and age
chat tax policy is as environmentally sensitive as any other form of policy. I
was not surprised that Associate Professor Newman from Murdoch University
referred to this as a Ferrari-led recovery. It is not a very intelligent approach
to what is a significant problem for Perth. I hope that the State Liberals will
make an approach to their Federal counterparts to do something for Western
Australia in this matter.

HOSPITALS - ELECTIVE SURGERY
Waiting List - Reduction Costs

264. Mr MINSON to the Minister for Health:
(1) Will the Minister inform this House how much, on average, it costs to remove

a patient from the Western Australian public hospital system's waiting list for
elective surgery?

(2) What expenditure would be required to reduce waiting times to zero?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1)-(2)

I am amazed to have that question put to me because no health system in the
world could answer it.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT - INDEPENDENTS
Grants $15 000 Details

265. Mr STRICKLAND to the Premier:
With respect to the recently announced gramts of $15 000 extra to each of the
five Independent members of this Parliament -

(1) Who authorised this grant and under what authority and by which
power was it made?

(2) Was the matter referred to dhe Salaries and Allowances Tribunal which
has responsibility for determining parliamentary allowances and if not,
why not?

(3) Will the Premier table the documentation which sets down the
parameters on how this grant may be spent?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
How mean and small minded is the member to our Independent colleagues!
The Independent members in this House and the member from the other place
who is an Independent came to me as a delegation and pointed out to me that
in the course of business in this place, they are required - as we are in the
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major parties - to examine all legislation. Clearly, thar is an onerous cask for
individual members without the support of an Opposition or Government
framework. I recognised, even if the member for Scarborough cannot, that
they were putting a reasonable proposition to me.

Several members interjected.
Mr Thompson: My only objection is that it was not enough!
Dr LAWRENCE: That is right. The grant certainly was nor as much as was

requested by the Independents, but given that we do not have a long time to
go before the next election - there is only one parliamentary session - and after
comparisons with other States where agreements have been entered into with
the Independents to provide only parliamentary support a decision was made,
The person who made that decision is me, the Treasurer. I made the same
decision about the Leader of the Opposition's office, the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition's office, the Leader of the National Party's office and Ministers'
offices. They are all allocated a certain amount in the Budget. At the same
time as I received the request from the Independents I received a number of
requests from the Leader of the Opposition, some of which I acquiesced to
and some of which I did not. I told the Leader of the National Party to put in
his bid before the Budget was framed. I am sorry that he did not do that.

Mr Cowan: We put in our bid.
Dr LAWRENCE: I am sorry that the National Party missed out in the carve up.

Knowing the workload of members of Parliament - whether they are
Independents, members of the Liberal Party or the National Party - I have
cried to be fair in the allocation of resources. Parliament will have increased
resources in the coming Budget, as will members in this House who are
required to provide support for legislation or simply to follow legislation and
behave responsibly as members of this House. I also copped criticism from
my own party for allocating funds to the Independents, but I was prepared to
cop that- I do not buckle simply because somebody thinks they are nor getting
a fair deal. It is entirely fair; it is my responsibility as Treasurer and it is nor
part of a salary or allowance. Ir is for the support for members of Parliament
and, in the same way that I would agree to a budget for the Parliament, I have
agreed in this case to a budget for the Independents. I trust and believe that,
unlike some members of the Opposition, the Independents will use those
funds to good purpose.
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